
Delayed Injuries Common After Car Accidents,
Say Louisiana Attorneys

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES, July 9,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Injuries

from automobile accidents do not

always appear at the scene or even

immediately after the incident. Legal

professionals and medical providers

across Louisiana continue to report

that many accident victims experience

delayed physical symptoms —

sometimes days or even weeks after

the event. These delayed injuries can

complicate both treatment and legal

matters if not properly documented

and addressed.

Attorneys at Morrow Law Firm in

Opelousas — led by William P. Morrow,

John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen

M. Morrow — are urging accident

victims to remain vigilant in monitoring

their health after any collision,

regardless of how minor it may initially

appear.

“Pain doesn’t always show up right away,” said William P. Morrow, a longtime Louisiana attorney

focusing on workplace and injury claims. “In the adrenaline and confusion that follow a car crash,

it’s common for individuals to overlook soft tissue trauma, joint damage, or even spinal injuries.

These often surface later, after the body starts to calm down.”

Types of Delayed Injuries

Common injuries with delayed symptoms include whiplash, concussions, herniated discs,

internal bleeding, and soft tissue strain. These conditions can be subtle at first, showing up as

stiffness, headaches, fatigue, or minor soreness — symptoms easily attributed to stress or

normal post-accident fatigue. However, when left unaddressed, such injuries can lead to long-

term complications including chronic pain or loss of mobility.

http://www.einpresswire.com
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In the adrenaline and

confusion that follow a car

crash, it’s common for

individuals to overlook soft

tissue trauma, joint damage,

or even spinal injuries. ”

William P. Morrow

In rear-end collisions, whiplash is among the most

frequent delayed conditions. Neck stiffness, shoulder pain,

and dizziness may begin hours after impact. In some cases,

the symptoms don’t emerge until the next day. Likewise,

concussions may go unnoticed, especially if the individual

did not lose consciousness. Memory issues, sensitivity to

light, or irritability are often chalked up to stress, missing

early signs of traumatic brain injury.

Legal and Insurance Implications

Delayed injuries also carry legal implications. Insurance companies may argue that if symptoms

were not reported immediately, they were either pre-existing or unrelated to the accident. This

makes timely medical evaluation and consistent documentation critical.

Medical professionals recommend seeking evaluation after any significant impact, even when no

injuries are apparent. Thorough records — including pain journals, imaging scans, and follow-up

visits — may be essential in linking the injury to the original incident. Failure to do so could affect

coverage, compensation, or the credibility of a legal claim.

According to Morrow, gaps between the accident and medical treatment often create challenges

in the legal process.

“Delays in care can be used to discredit the claim,” said Morrow. “Even if someone didn’t feel pain

right away, it’s important to document the timeline of symptoms and treatment to preserve the

connection to the accident.”

Workplace Accidents vs. Auto Accidents

Injuries that occur during work-related driving incidents may involve additional complexities

under Louisiana law. Some individuals injured in a car crash while on the job may qualify for

both workers’ compensation and third-party liability claims. Each process involves different

standards for reporting, medical treatment, and legal proof.

Morrow Law Firm frequently handles injury cases involving commercial drivers, delivery workers,

and contractors injured while driving for work. In these situations, coordination between medical

records, employer reporting, and insurance adjusters becomes even more critical to the

resolution of the claim.

The Role of Medical Monitoring

Medical monitoring plays a key role in both diagnosis and documentation. Follow-up

appointments, physical therapy, and imaging scans provide a trail of evidence showing how the

injury has developed over time. This information is not only essential for proper care but often

becomes central to legal proceedings.



Attorneys note that in some cases, symptoms may appear months after an accident, particularly

with spinal disc injuries or undiagnosed ligament tears. Legal deadlines — such as Louisiana’s

one-year prescriptive period for personal injury claims — make early consultation important

even when symptoms are mild or inconsistent.

Psychological and Emotional Delays

In addition to physical trauma, psychological symptoms often present on a delayed timeline.

Anxiety, PTSD, and sleep disruption may not be recognized until the individual returns to daily

routines. These non-physical injuries can impact work, relationships, and overall health, and may

also be compensable under Louisiana law if properly documented.

Final Considerations

Attorneys at Morrow Law Firm encourage accident victims across Louisiana to take every

incident seriously, regardless of how they feel in the immediate aftermath. The body’s initial

reaction to trauma can hide underlying injuries, and time often reveals what adrenaline masks.

Recognizing and addressing these symptoms quickly may be the key to recovery — physically,

financially, and legally.

The firm continues to represent individuals involved in workplace injuries and motor vehicle

incidents throughout the state, focusing on careful case development, accurate documentation,

and thorough evaluation of all medical factors over time.
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