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Liability Questions Rise as Dog Park Injuries
Lead to Medical Claims in Louisiana

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES, July 9,

4

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As dog
parks grow in popularity across
Louisiana, so do the questions
surrounding liability when injuries
occur. Whether it's a bite from another
person’s dog, a collision between pets
that causes human harm, or an unsafe
park condition that leads to a fall, the
issue of who pays for medical bills has
become an increasingly complex legal
matter.

While most dog park injuries are
minor, some incidents result in
emergency care, physical therapy, or
time away from work. The question of
financial responsibility is not always
clear, particularly when the injury takes
place in a public space where pet
owners assume shared responsibility.

According to William P. Morrow of Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana, injury claims from
dog park incidents can fall into several legal categories depending on the nature of the injury, the
actions of the dog owners, and the maintenance of the park.

“Responsibility for injuries at a dog park depends heavily on the facts — what happened, how it
happened, and whether negligence can be shown,” said Morrow, who handles injury-related
legal matters, including claims involving public and private properties.

Dog-on-Dog Incidents That Cause Human Harm

In many cases, injuries at dog parks occur when animals become aggressive or overly energetic.
A dog jumping on a person, knocking someone down, or biting without warning can lead to
broken bones, concussions, or lacerations. In these cases, the owner of the dog that caused the
injury may be held liable if it can be shown that the animal had a history of aggressive behavior
or that the owner failed to control the pet.
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“ Louisiana follows a negligence-based liability model in
many dog injury cases. This means that the owner must
have known or should have known the dog could cause
harm and failed to take reasonable steps to preventit. In a
dog park setting, this may involve bringing a known-
aggressive animal into an off-leash environment or
ignoring park rules that require close supervision.

Responsibility for injuries at
a dog park depends heavily
on the facts — what
happened, how it happened,
and whether negligence can
be shown”

William P. Morrow
Park Conditions and Premises Liability

Injuries caused by dangerous conditions on the property — such as broken fences, deep holes,
loose gravel, or faulty gates — may fall under premises liability law. In these situations, the
owner or operator of the dog park, whether it's a municipality or private organization, may be
responsible for injuries resulting from poor maintenance or unsafe conditions.

To establish a valid premises liability claim, it generally must be shown that the property owner
knew about the hazard or should have known through routine inspection and failed to take
reasonable action to correct it. Slip and fall injuries caused by muddy walkways, for example,
may be actionable if the condition had existed long enough that it should have been addressed.

Dog Fights That Result in Owner Injuries

Another common source of injury occurs when dog owners attempt to break up a fight between
animals. In the process, they may be bitten, scratched, or pulled to the ground. Even when the
injury is accidental, liability may still rest with the owner of the dog that initiated the attack — but
establishing that in a legal setting requires evidence such as witness statements, surveillance
video, or veterinary records showing prior aggressive behavior.

Medical expenses, lost wages, and long-term treatment can all stem from such incidents. In
some cases, a claim may also include damages for emotional distress or disfigurement if the
injury is particularly severe.

Children Injured in Dog Parks

If a minor is injured in a dog park — whether by a dog or due to a hazardous condition — the
case may involve additional legal layers. Children are often held to different standards in terms
of awareness and behavior, and courts may consider whether the park was appropriately
labeled, fenced, or divided into sections for different dog sizes.

If a child is bitten or knocked down by an animal that was not adequately controlled, the dog's
owner may face civil liability. Likewise, if the park itself was poorly maintained or lacked signage

warning of risks, the entity responsible for the park may be included in the claim.

Insurance Coverage and Reporting Requirements



In many dog park injury claims, insurance becomes a critical factor. Homeowner’s or renter’s
insurance may provide coverage if a policyholder’s dog injures someone, even outside the home.
However, insurance carriers often investigate aggressively to determine fault and may deny
claims without sufficient documentation.

Timely reporting, medical treatment, and detailed documentation — including photographs,
witness contact information, and a written account of the incident — can significantly affect the
outcome of a claim.

Legal Deadlines Under Louisiana Law

Louisiana law recently changed to a two-year prescriptive period for most personal injury claims,
including those arising from dog bites or park related injuries. This means if you were injured by
the fault of another on or after July 1, 2024, legal action must be initiated within two years of the
date of injury, or the claim may be barred.

Those injured in dog parks are encouraged to keep records of all medical care, communications
with other parties, and any interactions with property managers or park officials. While not every
incident results in a lawsuit, proper documentation ensures that the legal option remains
available if injuries worsen or compensation is denied.

Morrow Law Firm — led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow
— handles a wide range of injury-related legal matters across Louisiana, including incidents that
occur in public recreational spaces.
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