
Frederick Divorce Attorney Offers Refresher
on Maryland's Streamlined Divorce Laws

A Frederick divorce attorney reminds Maryland residents that 2023 law changes simplified divorce

grounds and made separation requirements more flexible.

FREDERICK, MD, UNITED STATES, July 10, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The Machin Law Firm wants

to remind Maryland residents of a major legal shift that reshaped the state’s divorce process

more than a year ago. While the law quietly changed in October 2023, many individuals filing for

divorce today may still be relying on outdated assumptions. Understanding what’s different now

can make the process faster, clearer, and less confrontational for both parties.

Before the 2023 reform, Maryland required individuals to cite specific fault-based grounds like

adultery or cruelty—or to live apart for a full year before filing. That’s no longer the case.

Maryland’s revised law removed fault-based options entirely and condensed the process down

to just three acceptable grounds: a six-month separation, irreconcilable differences, or

permanent separation.

This change signaled a broader move away from assigning blame and toward simplifying an

already difficult process. According to the updated breakdown of legal grounds provided by the

Machin Law Firm, couples can now file even while living under the same roof, as long as they

meet one of the new standards. That flexibility is especially important for families with children

or limited financial means, where immediate separation might not be realistic.

Although the legal grounds have been streamlined, divorce in Maryland still involves multiple

procedural steps: serving documents, completing financial disclosures, negotiating or litigating

support and custody, and finalizing the divorce decree in court. Knowing what to expect in

advance can make the process less overwhelming. For example, this overview of how to file for

divorce in Maryland walks through key steps like selecting the correct court, preparing the

complaint, and navigating service requirements.

The state judiciary also provides a public-facing resource center with clear guidance for residents

considering divorce. The Maryland Courts’ family law divorce page outlines the legal process,

required documents, and settlement options, including mediation and parenting plans. While

legal help isn’t required, many residents turn to attorneys to manage complexity or

conflict—especially when children, property division, or retirement assets are involved.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://machinlawfirm.com/divorce/
https://machinlawfirm.com/how-to-file-for-divorce-in-maryland/
https://machinlawfirm.com/how-to-file-for-divorce-in-maryland/
https://www.mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/family/divorce


One area where confusion still arises is around the six-month separation rule. It doesn’t

necessarily require two people to live in different homes, but it does require that they stop

functioning as a couple—meaning no shared meals, bank accounts, or joint decisions. Courts

may look closely at the details to determine whether a couple has truly met the legal threshold

for separation.

By reducing reliance on contested divorce grounds, the new law aims to lower emotional strain

and minimize unnecessary delays. But even with streamlined rules, divorce remains a significant

legal event that affects finances, family structure, and future planning.

For those thinking about filing, understanding these changes—and how they apply to your

personal situation—is a critical first step. The simplified legal standards make divorce more

accessible, but informed decisions still require careful preparation and guidance.
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