
Trends and Statistics of Car Accident Injury
Claims in California in 2024

Los Angeles-based law firm highlights

critical need for experienced legal

representation as accident severity

increases

CA, UNITED STATES, July 16, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- California's auto

accident scene is changing, according

to an analysis by Novian & Novian, LLP,

a well-known Los Angeles-based law

firm that specializes in personal injury

litigation. Data from 2024 indicates an

increase in the severity of injuries and

traffic-related fatalities, even though

the state's overall collision rate has

decreased. This is a worrying trend that

has important legal ramifications. 

In response to these findings, the firm urges individuals involved in any accident to seek a

personal injury attorney's free consultation promptly to better understand their legal rights and

Victims often underestimate

the long-term impact of

their injuries. We’re here to

guide them through every

step of the process.”

Matthew Joseph Novian

pursue fair compensation.

Rise in Fatal and Severe Accidents

California recorded 5,059 roadway fatalities in 2024,

averaging 12 deaths per day. Preliminary data shows

traffic-related deaths climbed 5% in the first quarter

compared to 2023. While these numbers may appear

incremental, they reflect a growing trend of high-impact

collisions, especially on roads with lighter traffic, where speeding and driver distraction

contribute to more serious outcomes.

Los Angeles County remains one of the most affected regions. In 2022, the county reported

58,147 individuals killed or injured in traffic accidents.That included 12,744 injury-related cases,
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making it the top county in the state for traffic injuries. The breakdown includes 6,291 alcohol-

related crashes, 3,258 involving motorcyclists, and 4,022 pedestrian-involved accidents, all

underscoring the complexity of claims in the region.

This uptick in case complexity reinforces the importance of legal guidance. Partnering with a

personal injury attorney who offers a free consultation and understands California’s legal

nuances can be key to managing a claim effectively, especially in cases that may involve a

traumatic brain injury attorney.

Rear-End Accidents and Settlement Trends

Rear-end accident cases remain one of the most commonly litigated types in California, with car

accident settlement payouts varying widely based on the severity of injuries. Minor accidents

with no injuries may settle for as little as $750 to $5,000. Cases involving soft-tissue injuries or

physical therapy often fall in the $7,500 to $50,000 range. More severe cases, including those

involving spinal injuries, surgeries, or permanent impairment, can lead to settlements well over

$1,000,000.

Some of the most notable settlements in 2024 show that even seemingly minor accidents can

have major legal and financial outcomes. In one case, a rear-end collision that caused minimal

visible damage to the vehicle still resulted in a $1.25 million settlement after the victim required

back and hip surgery. 

In another, a family traveling with children was rear-ended, leading to a $5.75 million settlement

due to the severity of injuries and long-term impact on the children’s well-being. These cases

highlight how “low-impact” collisions can still carry significant consequences, both physically and

financially.

The firm encourages early legal evaluation, as many victims underestimate their injuries in the

immediate aftermath of a crash. Delaying consultation can lead to complications in the claims

process.

Legislative and Technological Factors Reshaping Claims

Effective January 1, 2025, Senate Bill 1107 will raise California’s minimum liability insurance

limits. Coverage for bodily injury increases from $15,000 to $30,000 per person and from

$30,000 to $60,000 per accident. Property damage limits also triple, from $5,000 to $15,000,  a

shift expected to influence how car accident settlement payouts are calculated and negotiated.

Meanwhile, the integration of autonomous and semi-autonomous vehicles adds another layer of

complexity. As of June 2025, the California DMV has received 824 Autonomous Vehicle Collision

Reports. Liability disputes involving self-driving technology will likely require extensive legal

interpretation in the coming years, often necessitating the expertise of a traumatic brain injury

attorney to help clients navigate these emerging challenges.
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Accident victims, especially those in rear-end collisions, often face tough battles with insurance

companies trying to reduce settlement payouts. California’s pure comparative negligence law

lets claimants recover damages even if partly at fault, but successfully asserting these rights

depends on skilled advocacy and the severity of injuries.

According to recent data, 42% of fatal crash victims were alive immediately after the accident.

This sobering statistic highlights the need for swift and informed action in the aftermath of any

collision.

Government Response and Safety Initiatives

California has committed significant resources to reducing roadway fatalities. In 2024, the Office

of Traffic Safety allocated $149 million across 497 grants for enforcement, public safety

campaigns, and emergency response tools. These included $51 million for law enforcement to

crack down on reckless driving, $13 million for pedestrian and cyclist safety, and $2.74 million

toward upgrading EMS equipment statewide.

These initiatives, while essential,  do not eliminate the challenges victims face when navigating

post-accident recovery. Legal support remains an essential piece of that equation.

Novian & Novian continues to provide comprehensive legal representation for car accident

victims throughout California, offering a personal injury attorney’s free consultation to help

victims understand their rights and options. With more than 35 years of experience, the firm

remains dedicated to helping accident victims navigate the complex intersection of law,

technology, and personal injury claims.

About Novian & Novian

Since its founding in 1988, Novian & Novian, LLP has grown to become a reputable full-service

legal practice that serves the Los Angeles region. The firm has over 35 years of combined

experience and focuses on cases involving intellectual property, employment disputes, real

estate, corporate law, business litigation, and personal injury. Novian & Novian offers

knowledgeable assistance at each stage of the court proceedings. By providing clients with

individualized and strategic legal solutions, the firm is committed to securing the best possible

outcomes for them.
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