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Database Defense Highlighted in EC-Council's
June CEH Compete Challenge

The June Edition of CEH Compete
challenged defenders to secure critical
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databases under active threat. Ec - c o “ n c I I

TAMPA, FL, UNITED STATES, July 21, R .
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ - EC-Council, Building A Culture Of Security
a global leader in cybersecurity
education and training, and creator of
the world-renowned Certified Ethical

AttaCke rs eXp|OIted Weak access mmmm 10ke Lichtenberg New Horizons Hamburg GmbH
= Kandarp Gandhi EC-Council

Hacker (CEH credential, spotlighted ns E‘ﬂ_ Building A Culturo O Security
database security as the central focus
Zf |tsbJune CEH Compete ChaIIenﬁe . As DATA FORTRESS BREACH:
atabases continue to serve as the CRACKING THE CORE
heart of critical business operations,
their compromise remains one of the USERNAME | TRAININGCENTER | RANK
mOSt da maging th r’eatS facing <> Heitor Magnani Softsell (Cerne Informatica) 1
. . B «arthik T Hacker School 2
organizations today.
E Arnau Yepes EC-Council GT1 3
o . — Sylwester Piosek Compendium CE 4
Participants confronted a simulated e ye— =
breach targeting the core database W Acshoy A EC-Council 6
servers of a g|oba| enterprise. s Christopher Riess Firebrand DACH Training Centre 7
8
9

controls, injected malicious queries
through SQL injection vulnerabilities,
and leveraged misconfigured backup s e
systems to access and exfiltrate
sensitive financial and customer data.
Defenders were tasked with detecting
infiltration attempts in real time, audit
user privileges, identify obscure
injection points, and patch critical weaknesses all while ensuring the operational continuity of
essential business systems.
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Top 10 winners of EC-Council's "Data Fortress Breach:
Cracking the Core" challenge, showcasing excellence
in ethical hacking and training.

The June scenario was constructed at an advanced attack simulation difficulty level, replicating
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the evolving tactics attackers use to compromise structured data environments. Beyond
identifying vulnerabilities, participants were required to neutralize privilege escalation paths,
manage data integrity under partial breach conditions, and perform dynamic forensic analysis
under simulated legal and regulatory pressures. The exercise emphasized that securing
databases is not solely about perimeter defenses, it is about controlling access, validating inputs,
auditing behavior patterns, and preparing for targeted, sophisticated exploitation attempts.

According to the CEH Threat Report 2024, 53% of cybersecurity breaches involved databases as
one of the initial points of compromise. The June edition of CEH Compete challenge reflected this
harsh reality, demonstrating how a single overlooked misconfiguration could escalate into
catastrophic data loss and reputational damage.

Emerging victorious, Heitor Magnani from Brazil, Karthik T from India, Arnau Yepes from Spain
demonstrated outstanding technical skill, rapidly identifying and remediating database
vulnerabilities under simulated attack pressure. Their success highlights the need for
cybersecurity talent capable of thinking beyond traditional endpoint security, focusing on the
deep systems where organizational risk often concentrates.

As organizations accelerate digital transformation initiatives, securing databases has become a
cornerstone of risk management. Challenges like Data Fortress Breach highlight the urgent need
for cybersecurity teams to master both preventive hardening and reactive defense strategies
against data-centric threats. It is a call to action for cybersecurity defenders to prioritize deep
system security in a rapidly evolving landscape.

For more information about CEH Compete or to participate in upcoming challenges, visit
https://www.eccouncil.org/train-certify/certified-ethical-hacker-ceh-compete/

About EC-Council:

EC-Council is the creator of the Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH) program and a leader in
cybersecurity education. Founded in 2001, EC-Council’s mission is to provide high-quality training
and certifications for cybersecurity professionals to keep organizations safe from cyber threats.
EC-Council offers over 200 certifications and degrees in various cybersecurity domains, including
forensics, security analysis, threat intelligence, and information security.0 000

An ISO/IEC 17024 accredited organization, EC-Council has certified over 350,000 professionals
worldwide, with clients ranging from government agencies to Fortune 100 companies. EC-
Council is the gold standard in cybersecurity certification, trusted by the U.S. Department of
Defense, the Army, Navy, Air Force, and leading global corporations.0 O

For more information, visit: www.eccouncil.org
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