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Silent World Dive Center Offering Beginner-
Friendly Snorkeling at John Pennekamp Coral

Reef State Park

Silent World Dive Center offers beginner-friendly
snorkeling at John Pennekamp State park, with
eco tours supporting conservation. Visit The
Christ of the Abyss

KEY LARGO, FL, UNITED STATES, July 22, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Silent World Dive
Center invites adventurers of all skill levels to
explore the vibrant underwater world of John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, a
cornerstone of the Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary. Renowned for its thriving
coral reefs, diverse marine life, and the iconic
Christ of the Abyss statue, Pennekamp offers
an unparalleled snorkeling experience that
Silent World makes accessible to everyone,
from first-timers to seasoned explorers.
Through eco-tours and partnerships with
Green Fins, Blue Star, the Coral Restoration
Foundation, and NOAA, Silent World ensures
beginners can enjoy Pennekamp’s wonders
while supporting ocean conservation.

Christ of the Abyss Statue John Pennekamp
park

John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park: A Snorkeler’s Paradise

Established in 1963 as the first undersea park in the United
“ States, John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park spans 70

Silent World Dive Center -
Explore the reef, embrace
the adventure”

Shelby Jackman

nautical square miles off Key Largo, protecting a portion of
the Florida Reef—the only living coral barrier reef in the
continental U.S. As part of the Florida Keys National Marine
Sanctuary, which covers 2,900 square nautical miles,

Pennekamp is celebrated for its clear waters, shallow coral


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://silentworld.com/john-pennekamp-dive-locations/
https://silentworld.com/john-pennekamp-dive-locations/
https://silentworld.com/john-pennekamp-dive-locations/christ-of-the-abyss/

gardens, and rich biodiversity. The
park's reefs, often 5 to 20 feet deep,
are ideal for snorkeling, allowing
beginners to observe parrotfish,
angelfish, sea turtles, eagle rays , and
over 600 species of fish.

A highlight of Pennekamp is the Christ
of the Abyss, a 9-foot bronze statue
submerged at Dry Rocks reef in 22 feet
of water. Created by Italian sculptor
Guido Galletti and installed in 1965,
this iconic figure is a global snorkeling
landmark. Its shallow depth and
surrounding coral make it perfect for
beginners, offering a blend of natural
beauty and cultural significance. The
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary
ensures the statue and reefs remain
protected, preserving their allure for
visitors.

Pennekamp’s snorkeling sites, like
Grecian dry rocks and Horseshoe Reef,
showcase intricate coral formations
and tropical fish. The park’s calm
waters and minimal currents create
ideal conditions for beginners. Silent
World leverages these features to
guide guests to Pennekamp's top sites,
sharing insights about the park’s
ecological and historical importance
within the sanctuary.

Silent World Dive Center: Snorkeling
for All
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Family Snorkéling at Grecian Dry Rocks following a
green turtle

3 excited snorkelers jumping off the Calypso at
Carysfort lighthouse North Carysfort reef

Founded in 1978, Silent World Dive Center has been a trusted name in Key Largo for over four
decades. Located minutes from Pennekamp, the center operates modern boats designed for
comfort and safety. With PADI-certified instructors, Silent World specializes in making snorkeling
approachable for beginners. “Our mission is to open Pennekamp’s wonders to everyone,” says
Shelby Jackman, owner. “Whether it's your first time or hundredth, we ensure a safe, fun

experience.”



Silent World's beginner-friendly tours include briefings on equipment use, snorkeling techniques,
and safety. Scuba Diving quality masks, snorkels, fins, and Snorkeling vests are provided and
fitted for comfort. For an additional fee you can hire a private snorkel guide for in-water
support, helping beginners navigate reefs with confidence, ensure personalized attention,
making it easy to spot marine life or admire the Christ of the Abyss.

The center offers 3 hour, 4 hour and full-day trips, catering to varying comfort levels. Beginners
can start with short excursions to shallow sites like Grecian Rocks, while longer tours visit
multiple reefs. Boats feature shaded canopies, fresh water, as well as complimentary soda, chips
and reef safe sunscreen included in your tour

Eco-Conscious Adventures with Impact

Silent World is a leader in sustainable tourism, partnering with Green Fins, Blue Star, the Coral
Restoration Foundation, and NOAA to protect Pennekamp’s ecosystems. As a Green Fins
member, Silent World follows strict environmental guidelines, educating snorkelers on reef-safe
practices like avoiding coral contact and using biodegradable sunscreen. These efforts align with
the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary’s mission to preserve marine habitats facing threats
from climate change and pollution.

Through Blue Star certification, Silent World promotes environmental education, teaching guests
about Pennekamp’s reefs and the sanctuary’s conservation efforts. Established in 1990, the
sanctuary protects 2,900 square nautical miles, including Pennekamp's reefs. Guides share
insights on its history and challenges, fostering appreciation for conservation.

Silent World supports the Coral Restoration Foundation'’s coral nursery programs, allowing
snorkelers to observe outplanted corals and learn about restoration. The center also
contributes to NOAA's research by collecting data on fish populations and reef health during
tours. “Guests love knowing their trip makes a difference,” says Shelby Jackman . “It's adventure
with a purpose.”

Why Choose Silent World?

Silent World stands out for its accessibility, safety, and environmental responsibility. Its tours
make Pennekamp's treasures, including the Christ of the Abyss and Molasses Reef, welcoming to
beginners through expert guidance and quality equipment. Small groups ensure a personal
experience, while eco-tours connect snorkelers with conservation efforts in the Florida Keys
National Marine Sanctuary.

Silent World Dive Center also offers private charters for customized adventures, ideal for families
or special occasions. Its proximity to Pennekamp—Iess than a 20-minute boat ride—maximizes
reef time. The sanctuary’s mooring buoys and research programs ensure Pennekamp remains a


https://silentworld.com/snorkeling/

thriving ecosystem, which Silent World's tours highlight.
Join Silent World at Pennekamp

John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, within the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, is a
must-visit for exploring the Florida Keys' underwater wonders. Silent World makes this accessible
to all, with beginner-friendly tours showcasing the Christ of the Abyss and vibrant reefs. Through
partnerships with Green Fins, Blue Star, the Coral Restoration Foundation, and NOAA, every trip
supports ocean conservation.

Book your snorkeling adventure at (305) 451-3252 or www.silentworld.com. 3 hour, Half-day, full-
day, and private tours are available for all ages and skill levels. Discover Pennekamp’s reefs and
contribute to their preservation with Silent World.

**About Silent World Dive Center**

Since 1978, Silent World Dive Center has been Key Largo's trusted source for snorkeling and
diving. The northern most shop in Key largo only 45 minutes from Miami and Ocean side
allowing a short 20 minute ride to the Reef. Silent World Dive center offers guided and unguided
tours with a focus on safety, accessibility, and sustainability.
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