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Gold Purity Explained: What 10K, 14K, 18K and
24K Really Mean for Buyers and Sellers

METAIRIE, LA, UNITED STATES, July 23,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The karat
system is the global standard for
measuring gold purity, and
understanding it can help consumers
make more informed decisions when
buying or selling gold jewelry. The
difference between 10K, 14K, 18K, and
24K gold lies in the amount of pure
gold each contains, with each type
offering distinct advantages depending
on its intended use.

According to Ken Bowers, owner of
KenWorks in Metairie, Louisiana, the
karat value directly influences not only
a piece’s value but also its durability,
color, and suitability for certain
applications.

"24K gold is considered pure gold, containing 99.9% gold without any significant alloying," noted

Bowers. "It has a rich, unmistakable yellow hue but is relatively soft compared to other metals.

Due to its malleability, 24K gold is rarely used for rings, bracelets, or items subjected to daily

wear. Instead, it is often reserved for collectible coins, investment bars, and fine jewelry in
markets that value high purity."
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18K gold contains 75% pure gold and 25% alloy, typically
composed of copper, silver, or other metals. It offers a
balanced combination of rich color and enhanced
durability. In luxury jewelry, 18K is a favored option due to
its bright appearance and longer-lasting finish while
maintaining a high gold content.

24K gold is considered pure
gold, containing 99.9% gold
without any significant
alloying”

Ken Bowers

14K gold includes 58.3% pure gold and 41.7% alloy, making it one of the most popular choices
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for everyday jewelry in the U.S. The higher percentage of alloy improves strength and scratch
resistance. The color is slightly less saturated than 18K or 24K but still carries the characteristic
luster of gold.

10K gold is the minimum karat designation that can still be legally considered gold in the United
States. It consists of 41.7% gold and 58.3% alloy. This composition results in exceptional
durability and a lower price point. The color is paler and may appear slightly more metallic due
to the reduced gold content. It is often used for pieces that endure more wear and tear, such as
class rings or budget-conscious jewelry.

The presence of alloy metals also affects the gold's final shade. For instance, adding copper
results in a warmer, red-toned gold (commonly referred to as rose gold), while white gold is
created by mixing gold with palladium, nickel, or silver, and then often plated with rhodium for a
bright finish.

Beyond appearance and hardness, gold purity can influence how a piece reacts to skin and the
environment. Lower karat golds with higher alloy content may tarnish over time or cause allergic
reactions in individuals sensitive to nickel or other base metals.

Ken Bowers emphasized the importance of understanding these differences when buying or
selling gold. "Whether someone is looking to invest, gift, or simply wear something that lasts,
knowing what each karat means helps match the right material to the right purpose.”

KenWorks has built its reputation in the Metairie community as a trusted gold and precious
metals buyer since 1978. The business buys and evaluates all forms of gold jewelry, offering fair
assessments based on karat content and current market value.

Understanding gold karat ratings is essential not only for buyers but also for anyone considering
selling old or unused jewelry. Pieces marked with higher karat ratings will generally yield a higher
payout, but condition, weight, and market fluctuations also influence the final amount.

When shopping or selling, always check for hallmarks or stamps indicating the karat purity.
Common stamps include "10K," "14K," "18K," or "24K," and some may also include parts-per-
thousand markings such as "417" for 10K or "750" for 18K. Reputable buyers and jewelers will
also confirm purity with acid testing or electronic testers to ensure accuracy.

For more information on gold purity or to schedule an evaluation, contact KenWorks at their
Metairie location.
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