
Vienna Summit Charts 'Third Path' for AI
Development in Global South at UN
Headquarters

Delegates from over 120 countries attend the AI for

Developing Countries Forum Vienna Summit 2025 at

the United Nations Office at Vienna, where 600

participants launched the FAIR framework for

cooperative AI development in the Global South.

Three-day AIFOD conference produces

FAIR framework for cooperative AI

sovereignty, bringing together 600+

delegates from 120+ countries at UN

Vienna.

VIENNA, AUSTRIA, July 31, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Senior officials

from developing nations, AI industry

leaders, and UN representatives

concluded a landmark three-day

summit at the United Nations Office at

Vienna, producing what organizers call

a "third path" for artificial intelligence

development that could reshape how

emerging economies approach the

technology revolution.

The AI for Developing Countries Forum

(AIFOD) Vienna Summit 2025, held July 15-17, brought together over 200 delegates from 50+

countries to address a critical question: How can the Global South move from being AI

consumers to AI creators without sacrificing sovereignty or cultural values?

The choice of the United Nations Office at Vienna as the venue was deliberate, emphasizing the

global implications of AI governance decisions. UN representatives participated throughout the

discussions, highlighting how AI development in the Global South connects to broader

sustainable development goals.

"This historic venue reminds us that the challenges we face require multilateral solutions," noted

Laurent Lacroix, Chief Data Officer at INTERPOL, who presented on neutral facilitation in AI

governance. "No single country or organization can solve the AI divide alone."

The conference addressed three fundamental tensions that have constrained developing

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://un.org/
https://aifod.org/
https://aifod.org/


The main plenary session of the AI for Developing

Countries Forum Vienna Summit 2025 at the United

Nations Office at Vienna, where 600 delegates from

over 120 countries discussed cooperative AI

development strategies and launched the FAIR

framework.

nations' AI strategies: infrastructure

versus applications, local innovation

versus technology transfer, and

flagship projects versus distributed

funding. Rather than choosing sides,

delegates explored hybrid approaches

that could deliver immediate benefits

while building long-term capacity.

Jason Slater, Chief AI and Innovation

Digital Officer at UNIDO, emphasized

the organization's commitment to

industrial development through AI.

"We believe that AI and digital

technologies can help small and

medium enterprises access private

sector opportunities," Slater said,

highlighting UNIDO's focus on bringing

solutions that benefit member states,

particularly in developing countries.

The summit's most concrete outcome was the launch of the FAIR (Future AI Investment

Responsibility) framework - a comprehensive guide for responsible AI investment that moves

AI governance is not just

technical, it's also political.

You need leadership, trust

and coordination. No single

country can solve the AI

divide alone.”

Juraj Hostak, Director of

Innovation, Slovakia Ministry

of Investment

beyond purely economic metrics to include community

impact and cultural preservation. The framework's four

pillars emphasize respectful data and community

engagement, sustainable infrastructure development,

benefit sharing with local communities, and governance

models that balance innovation with ethical

considerations.

"The efficacy of AI investment should not be measured

only in economic terms, but also for how it can benefit

local communities and users," stated the framework's

principal architect during the closing presentation.

Brian Poe Llamanzares, Congressman and President of the AI Global Governance Council,

addressed the critical question of public-private partnerships in AI infrastructure development.

"How can public funds strategically de-risk private investments in AI infrastructure? Can we

create financial vehicles that align development values with profitable returns?" Llamanzares

asked, setting the stage for extensive discussions on innovative financing mechanisms.



"Invest in AI for Justice" roundtable session at the

AIFOD Vienna Summit 2025, where delegates

discussed trusted data frameworks and AI

applications for legal systems and governance at the

UN Office in Vienna.

Juraj Hostak, Director of the

Department of Innovation at Slovakia's

Ministry of Investment, shared his

country's experience with AI

governance and funding. "AI

governance is not just technical, it's

also political. You need leadership,

trust and coordination," Hostak

explained, describing Slovakia's

approach to establishing a national AI

office and blended funding models.

The discussions revealed significant

challenges in traditional approaches to

AI development. Several government

officials noted that current models

often leave developing countries

dependent on foreign technology

without building domestic capacity or

ensuring that AI systems reflect local values and needs.

Richard Malcolm Simbil, Counsel to the Ombudsman Commission of Papua New Guinea,

provided insights into the governance challenges facing smaller nations. Speaking about PNG's

digital transformation efforts serving 10.6 million people across diverse communities, Simbil

emphasized the importance of building trust and ensuring AI systems serve local needs.

A significant portion of the summit focused on open source technologies as an alternative to

expensive proprietary systems. Government representatives and industry leaders debated

whether open source frameworks could democratize AI access while maintaining security and

sovereignty concerns.

The concept of "cooperative sovereignty" emerged as a central theme, with officials arguing that

true independence in the AI era comes not from isolation but from strategic collaboration that

maintains agency and control. This approach recognizes that smaller nations can achieve greater

influence through coordinated efforts than through individual strategies.

Cultural and ethical considerations featured prominently in the discussions. Officials emphasized

that AI development must respect traditional knowledge systems and ensure that technological

advancement doesn't come at the expense of cultural identity or community values.

The summit concluded with delegates approving the Vienna Consensus document, which

establishes principles for future AI development cooperation. The consensus emphasizes that

"small countries are a driving force for a fair, respectful, accessible and sustainable use and



development of AI" and commits to putting "human beings at the center of our ideas and

actions."

In his closing address, AIFOD co-founder Tianze Zhang emphasized the historic nature of the

gathering: "The global south is not waiting to be invited into the future - we are already building

it." He noted that the summit moved beyond theoretical discussions to focus on practical,

implementable solutions addressing real challenges in agriculture, healthcare, education, and

governance.

Looking ahead, AIFOD announced plans to establish regional implementation hubs to support

the FAIR framework's adoption. These hubs will work with government agencies and

international organizations to provide technical assistance and facilitate knowledge sharing.

The Vienna Summit's emphasis on practical cooperation over theoretical debates appears to

have resonated with government officials and international representatives. As delegates

departed the UN headquarters, many were already planning follow-up collaborations based on

the frameworks and connections established during the intensive three-day conference.

The conference's core message - that the Global South can shape rather than simply adapt to the

AI revolution through coordinated action - may prove to be its most lasting contribution to the

ongoing global conversation about technology's role in development.
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