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URBAN STAGES presents the New York
Premiere of THE PORCH ON WINDY HILL

THE PORCH ON WINDY HILL is a New Play
with Old Music by Sherry Stregack Lutken,
Lisa Helmi Johanson, Morgan Morse &
David M. Lutken

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, July 31,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
“Begin[ning] with edges jagged enough
to draw blood, they end like sea glass,
polished into a rough beauty.” -
Chicago Sun-Times

“The Porch on Windy Hill has its hands
on the wheel of something that's real.
It is powerful theater.” - Manchester
Journal

“A musical treat to the ear and a soulful
treat to the heart.” - Evanston
RoundTable

Urban Stages (Frances Hill, Founding
Artistic Director; Antoinette Mullins,
Associate Artistic Director) is proud to
present the New York premiere of a
heartwarming and melodically rich new
musical play, THE PORCH ON WINDY
HILL: a new play with old music, written
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The Porch on Windy Hill getting it NY debut at Urban
Stages

Tora Nogami Alexander, David M. Lutken, And
Morgan Morse

by Sherry Stregack Lutken, Lisa Helmi Johanson, Morgan Morse, and David M. Lutken.
Performances begin September 12 at Urban Stages Theater (259 W 30th St, NYC) with an official
opening on September 18 and will run through October 11, 2025.

Conceived and Directed by Sherry Stregack Lutken, The Porch on Windy Hill blends Appalachian,
Old Time and Bluegrass songs with a deeply personal, contemporary story of discovery and
reconciliation. The show follows Mira, a biracial Korean American classical violinist, and her folk-
song-collector boyfriend Beckett as they escape pandemic isolation in Brooklyn and journey to


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.urbanstages.org/
https://www.urbanstages.org/

the mountains of western North
Carolina. When they unexpectedly
reconnect with Mira's estranged
grandfather, Edgar, they uncover a
tangled legacy of love, loss, and
music—and discover the unforeseen
harmony that can arise when
generations and genres collide.

“At Urban Stages, we've always
believed in the power of great
storytelling to bridge divides, spark
empathy, and celebrate what connects
us. The Porch on Windy Hill is a shining
example of that—a play that'’s
musically rich, emotionally resonant,
and unapologetically human. It's the kind of theatre that honors tradition while speaking to the
moment, and we're proud to give its New York premiere a home on our stage.” Frances Hill,
Founding Artistic Director of Urban Stages,
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David Lutken in The Porch on Windy Hill

Set against the backdrop of the Blue Ridge and its timeless American melodies, the Urban Stages
production features a dynamic cast of actor-musicians: Tora Nogami Alexander (NBC's “Rise”),
David M. Lutken (IRT's Woody Sez: The Life & Music of Woody Guthrie; Broadway's Inherit the
Wind, The Civil War, Ring of Fire, The Will Rogers Follies), and Morgan Morse (The Public’s
Southern Comfort).

The creative team includes scenic design by Andrew Robinson, lighting design by John Salutz,
sound design by Sun Hee Kil, costume design by Grace Jeon, and the production stage manager
is Leigh Selting.

Developed during the pandemic by its director and original team of actor-musicians: Sherry
Stregack Lutken, Lisa Helmi Johanson, Morgan Morse and David Lutken, The Porch on Windy Hill
premiered at Ivoryton Playhouse in Connecticut in 2021, where it received four CT Critics' Circle
Nominations, including Outstanding Director (Sherry Lutken), Outstanding Actor in a musical
(David M. Lutken), Outstanding Actress in a musical (Lisa Helmi Johanson), and Best Ensemble.
The show has since traveled across the country, with acclaimed productions at Northlight
Theatre in Chicago, Merrimack Repertory Theatre in Massachusetts, Weston Theater Company in
Vermont, and People’s Light in Pennsylvania. Each production has deepened the play’s unique
blend of Appalachian music and the multi-generational tale of a family broken by intolerance
and ignorance, uncovering the hope of redemption and understanding.

The Porch on Windy Hill begins performances on September 12 and will open September 18,
initially running through October 11, 2025. It will play Monday, Wednesday - Friday at 7 PM,



Saturday at 3 PM and 7 PM, and Sunday at 3 PM. Tickets and more information can be found at
www.urbanstages.org. Urban Stages is located at 259 W 30th St, NYC. Runtime approximately 2
hours with an intermission.
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try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
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