
Minor Projects, Major Consequences: The
Case for Licensed Contractors in Small-Scale
Construction Work

SLIDELL, LA, UNITED STATES, July 31,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Across

Louisiana, small home improvement

jobs often begin with good intentions:

patching a roof, replacing a deck,

building a shed, or upgrading a

bathroom. While these projects may

appear minor, they can carry serious

legal, financial, and safety implications

if handled without proper licensure.

The misconception that small jobs do

not require licensed contractors is one

that continues to result in costly

repairs, delayed inspections, and, in

some cases, legal violations.

Louisiana law mandates that residential contractors be licensed for any project exceeding

$7,500. However, beyond the legal threshold, there are structural and compliance-related factors

Even a simple room

renovation or minor exterior

job can require proper

permitting, compliance with

municipal codes, and

coordination with insurance

carriers. ”

Elwin Ordoyne

that often justify licensed oversight even for projects

valued below that number. From permitting to insurance

coverage, the use of licensed contractors can reduce long-

term risks that far outweigh any perceived savings.

Elwin Ordoyne, Vice President of E.C.O. Builders Inc. in

Slidell, Louisiana, warns against assuming small-scale work

is exempt from regulation. “Even a simple room renovation

or minor exterior job can require proper permitting,

compliance with municipal codes, and coordination with

insurance carriers. Licensed contractors are familiar with

these requirements and understand how to meet them,” said Ordoyne.

Unlicensed work may seem cost-effective up front, but the risks are layered. Homeowners who
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hire unlicensed workers can face serious consequences,

including halted projects, voided insurance claims, liens

placed on property, or fines issued by regulatory agencies.

In the event of a structural failure, injury, or dispute, the

absence of a licensed contractor may limit legal recourse

and delay resolution.

In many municipalities across Louisiana, even routine tasks

like installing a fence, replacing siding, or adding a driveway

require permits and inspections. Licensed contractors are

not only aware of these mandates—they are also held

accountable for meeting them. This oversight serves as a safeguard for property owners,

ensuring that the work meets minimum safety and quality standards.

Additionally, many homeowners’ insurance policies include stipulations regarding licensed

contractors. If damages result from unlicensed or non-permitted work, insurance carriers may

deny claims—leaving the property owner to absorb the full cost of repairs or replacement. This is

particularly critical in regions prone to weather-related damage, such as southeast Louisiana,

where improperly performed work can be compromised by heavy rains, high winds, or

flooding.

Elwin Ordoyne emphasizes that in the construction industry, the definition of “minor” is often

misleading. “Small jobs can involve electrical connections, plumbing updates, structural changes,

or load-bearing modifications. These are not cosmetic changes—they affect the integrity of the

building and require someone who understands the full picture,” said Ordoyne.

For contractors themselves, operating without a license can result in suspension, penalties, and

damage to professional reputation. State law requires proper licensing not only to protect

consumers but also to ensure that professionals meet experience, testing, and insurance

criteria. The licensing process exists to confirm that contractors have the knowledge and

accountability to handle both expected and unexpected issues during a project.

A common scenario involves hiring a friend or local handyman to complete work quickly or

cheaply—without verifying licensing or pulling permits. While the job may appear finished on the

surface, later inspections during property sales or insurance assessments may uncover code

violations, unapproved materials, or structural deficiencies. Correcting these issues retroactively

often costs significantly more than hiring a licensed contractor would have initially.

Municipal code enforcement agencies across Louisiana continue to issue reminders about the

importance of licensed contractors, even on smaller jobs. Unlicensed construction also

undermines the broader industry by allowing unqualified workers to compete unfairly, bypassing

standards that protect consumers and uphold quality in the field.



For projects that involve subcontractors, site supervision, or multiple stages of construction, the

risks compound. Without a licensed general contractor overseeing the process, coordination

failures or oversights can lead to missed deadlines, budget overruns, or unsafe conditions.

Licensed contractors are trained not only in technical execution but also in risk management,

site safety, and proper documentation.

In the city of Slidell and surrounding areas, licensing regulations are strictly enforced.

Contractors must be registered with the Louisiana State Licensing Board for Contractors (LSLBC)

and, in many cases, must also hold local occupational licenses. Verification is simple and

accessible through public databases maintained by both state and local agencies.

Elwin Ordoyne recommends verifying contractor credentials before any project begins. “A quick

license check can prevent months of headaches. It ensures the person performing the work

meets industry requirements and stands behind their work legally and professionally,” said

Ordoyne.

In the end, even the smallest job is still a construction project—with potential implications for

safety, legality, and property value. Whether repairing drywall or adding a small extension,

relying on a licensed contractor means that the project is more likely to meet code, pass

inspection, and avoid liability issues down the road.

Property owners planning upgrades or repairs—regardless of scale—should consider the long-

term implications of unlicensed work. What appears to be a shortcut at the beginning of a

project often turns into an avoidable risk. Licensed contractors offer not just a service, but a

layer of protection for everyone involved.
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