ﬁPREsswiRE

Building Expert Warns: Get Independent
Inspections Before New Zealand's Self-
Certification Changes

Industry veteran urges property buyers to
secure professional building inspections
as New Zealand follows international self-
regulation trends

AUCKLAND, AUCKLAND, NEW
ZEALAND, August 5, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- As New Zealand
prepares to introduce building industry
self-certification by the end of 2025,
allowing approved businesses to sign
off their own work, building inspection
expert, Morgan Kircher, is urging
property buyers to prioritise
independent pre-purchase building
inspections.

The proposed changes mirror systems
already operating internationally, with
mixed results for consumer
protection.

Learning from International Experience
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New Zealand isn't the first country to explore self-certification. Australia moved to private
building certification in the 1990s, which has streamlined approvals but led to ongoing concerns
about accountability when developers select their own certifiers. The UK introduced competent
person schemes in 2002, allowing qualified tradespeople to self-certify specific work, though
registration remains voluntary for most trades.

In contrast, the United States has maintained traditional third-party inspection systems, with
independent certified inspectors ensuring all construction meets International Building Codes.


http://www.einpresswire.com

The international experience highlights a key lesson: while self-certification can improve
efficiency, independent verification remains crucial for property buyers who need assurance
beyond the builder's own assessment.

New Zealand Property Market Heating Up

Property markets across New Zealand and many OECD countries are showing signs of recovery,
with values stabilising after recent declines and sales activity increasing in major centres.
Informed buying decisions are crucial as the market adapts to new lending conditions.

"Across New Zealand's property markets, professional building inspections are more essential
than ever," said Morgan Kircher, owner of Alert Building Inspections with branches in Auckland,
Whangarei, Hamilton, Rotorua, Tauranga, Wellington & Christchurch. He says, "International
experience shows self-certification can work, but buyers still need independent verification."

Why Independent Inspections Remain Critical

New Zealand's unique challenges include earthquake considerations, weather-tightness issues,
and diverse building stock across different regions. From Auckland's varied housing types to
Canterbury's post-earthquake rebuilds and Wellington's challenging terrain, each area presents
specific inspection requirements.

Alert Building Inspections delivers comprehensive reports within 24-48 hours, following
NZS4306:2005 standards, with moisture testing, structural assessment, and photographic
documentation.

The Bottom Line

Self-certification may streamline building processes, but international experience proves that
independent building inspections protect property buyers. As New Zealand joins the global trend
toward industry self-regulation, professional pre-purchase inspections become the essential
consumer safeguard.

Alert Building Inspections
Phone: +64 27 450 5010
Email: info@buildinginspectionaucklandcity.co.nz

Web: https://buildinginspectionaucklandcity.co.nz/

About: Trade-qualified inspectors with 150 years combined experience, delivering NZ54306:2005
standard reports backed by professional indemnity insurance.

Morgan Kircher
Alert Building Inspection Services
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