
Permits, Inspections, and Liability: Why a
Licensed Contractor Matters

SLIDELL, LA, UNITED STATES, August 7,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- In the

world of residential and commercial

construction, the decision to hire a

licensed contractor often carries more

weight than most property owners

initially realize. Behind the scenes of

every structure—whether new

construction, renovation, or

repair—exists a framework of

regulations, inspections, and legal

liabilities designed to protect both

workers and property owners.

The importance of permitting and

inspections is not merely bureaucratic.

These processes are mandated by local

and state governments to ensure

projects meet structural integrity,

safety, and zoning standards. Working

without proper permits can result in

fines, delays, or forced demolition.

When contractors are licensed, they

are required to operate within this

regulatory framework—ensuring compliance from start to finish.

"Unlicensed work can lead to serious legal and financial consequences," said Elwin Ordoyne, Vice

President of E.C.O. Builders Inc. in Slidell, Louisiana. "If something goes wrong—whether it’s a

structural failure or injury on site—property owners may be held personally liable. Licensed

contractors carry the appropriate insurance and are required to meet state standards for safety

and workmanship."

One common misconception is that permits are optional or negotiable. In reality, permits are

legal documents that authorize specific work to be performed. They initiate a chain of required

inspections that act as checkpoints throughout a project’s timeline. These inspections confirm

that everything from electrical wiring to foundation depth adheres to current code. Without

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://ecobuildersinc.com/who-are-we/
https://ecobuildersinc.com


Unlicensed work can lead to

serious legal and financial

consequences”

Elwin Ordoyne

them, properties can be flagged during resale, leading to

devaluation or cancellation of real estate transactions.

Beyond compliance, hiring a licensed contractor protects

against a broader range of issues, including liability

lawsuits, denied insurance claims, and contractor fraud. In

many jurisdictions, homeowners insurance policies do not

cover damages caused by unlicensed work. Furthermore, if a worker is injured on a job site

managed by an unlicensed contractor, the financial responsibility could fall on the property

owner.

According to Ordoyne, this risk extends beyond residential homeowners. "Commercial property

owners and developers are also vulnerable when corners are cut. An improperly executed

concrete pour, framing error, or electrical misstep can shut down operations, compromise

occupancy permits, and trigger lawsuits. The upfront savings from hiring an unlicensed

individual rarely outweigh the downstream consequences."

Licensed contractors are also held accountable through disciplinary action by state licensing

boards. Complaints can be filed, licenses can be revoked, and contractors must often adhere to

continuing education requirements to maintain licensure. This level of oversight offers an added

layer of protection that does not exist when hiring an unlicensed worker.

In Louisiana, contractors must be licensed by the Louisiana State Licensing Board for Contractors

(LSLBC) for work exceeding certain thresholds. Licensure requires proof of insurance, bonding,

financial responsibility, and trade knowledge. Public records also allow consumers and

developers to verify a contractor’s license status, disciplinary history, and areas of specialty.

"One of the most overlooked aspects of hiring licensed contractors is the predictability it brings

to a project,” added Ordoyne. “Licensed contractors are required to submit plans, secure

approvals, and follow building schedules that accommodate mandatory inspections. This

process helps keep projects on track and avoids costly rework."

As building codes evolve to meet modern standards for energy efficiency, accessibility, and

environmental sustainability, the expertise of a licensed professional becomes even more

critical. Unlicensed workers often rely on outdated practices or attempt shortcuts to reduce

labor costs—decisions that can void warranties, violate codes, or lead to unsafe conditions.

In St. Tammany Parish and throughout South Louisiana, inspectors are increasingly vigilant in

ensuring that work complies with local amendments to state building codes. This includes storm

resilience features, flood zone regulations, and soil condition adjustments unique to the region.

Failure to meet these standards can result in rejected permits, red-tagged job sites, or forced

corrections at the owner’s expense.



Elwin Ordoyne emphasized that cost-conscious planning and long-term security are not mutually

exclusive. "Licensed contractors are not just builders—they are partners in compliance. Their job

includes navigating the legal and technical aspects of construction so that property owners aren’t

left to deal with the fallout later."

Hiring decisions made early in a construction or renovation project often determine its ultimate

outcome. While unlicensed labor may promise speed or savings, the hidden costs of

noncompliance, legal exposure, and poor workmanship can far exceed initial estimates.

For property owners in Louisiana, working with licensed professionals ensures not only

structural integrity but also peace of mind—knowing that every beam, wire, and finish was

executed under the protection of the law.

About E.C.O. Builders Inc.

E.C.O. Builders Inc. is a licensed and insured general contracting firm based in Slidell, Louisiana.

The company provides commercial and residential construction services across Southeast

Louisiana, maintaining a strong commitment to code compliance, safety, and project integrity.
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