
Rosetta Zone AI Assists Planners in Preparing
Zoning Appeals and Variance Reports

Rosetta Zone helps planners justify zoning decisions with instant definitions, policy support, and

language for appeals or variance reports.

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA, September 25, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- ZoningTrilogy.com has

One of our biggest goals

with Rosetta was to reduce

the time planners spend

digging for the right words.”

Bob Lehman, Author of The

Zoning Trilogy

released a new feature highlight for its AI zoning assistant,

Rosetta Zone, aimed at helping planners prepare zoning

appeals and variance reports. When time is short and

clarity is critical, Rosetta Zone provides fast, authoritative

zoning definitions and policy language drawn directly from

The Zoning Trilogy—a trusted resource used by over 1,000

municipalities and hundreds of planning firms worldwide.

Planning professionals regularly face situations where they

must justify recommendations before a committee of adjustment, zoning board of appeals, or

council. Whether opposing or supporting a variance request, clarity in reasoning is essential.

“Rosetta Zone can’t make the decision for you—but it can help you make your case,” said Bob

Lehman, author of The Zoning Trilogy and creator of Rosetta Zone. “In hearings, planners are

often asked to explain why a use isn’t permitted, or what precedent supports their

recommendation. Rosetta gives them the definitions, related terms, and policy guidance they

need to respond with confidence.”

Example Use Case:

A planner reviewing a variance request to reduce minimum rear yard setback consulted Rosetta

Zone for guidance. In seconds, Rosetta provided the Trilogy’s definition of “Setback”, linked

related terms like “Yard” and “Rear Lot Line”, and highlighted a section on non-conforming uses.

The planner used this content to prepare a well-supported report and articulate their

recommendation clearly during the public meeting. As a result, the board approved the variance

with a clear understanding of the planning rationale.

Appeals and variance reports often require planners to:

•  Define key terms from the zoning by-law

•  Reference how those terms are interpreted elsewhere

•  Provide examples of typical standards or best practices

•  Suggest alternative wording or compromise solutions
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Rosetta Zone, powered by the content of The Zoning Trilogy (7th edition), excels in providing this

type of zoning knowledge instantly. With over 2,000 terms and provisions at its core, and a clean,

conversational interface, it functions as an on-demand zoning analyst—without the hours of

manual document review.

“One of our biggest goals with Rosetta was to reduce the time planners spend digging for the

right words,” added Lehman. “When your job is to defend a planning decision in front of the

public, precision matters. Rosetta helps you find the right words fast—and know they’re rooted

in well-established practice.”

As part of its APA outreach initiative, members of the American Planning Association are invited

to try Rosetta Zone free for one week, with a 50% discount on an annual subscription

thereafter.

Planners preparing for hearings, committee reports, or appeal defenses can start their trial at

www.zoningtrilogy.com.

Let Rosetta Zone help you build your case—accurately, efficiently, and with confidence.

Bob Lehman

ZoningTrilogy.com

info@zoningtrilogy.com
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