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AUSTIN, TX, UNITED STATES, August 19,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Market Size

and Growth

The Autonomous Weapons Market

stood at about US$14.12 billion in 2024

and is forecasted to hit nearly

US$33.47 billion by 2032, advancing at

a solid CAGR of 11.39% between 2025

and 2032.

Driven by breakthroughs in artificial intelligence, robotics, and advanced sensor technologies,

autonomous weapons are redefining modern defense strategies. From unmanned aerial

vehicles (UAVs) to lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS), these technologies enhance

The U.S. autonomous

weapons market surges as

defense innovation and AI

adoption drive growth, set

to cross $33.47B globally by

2032”
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operational efficiency, reduce risks to personnel, and

enable rapid decision-making in complex combat

scenarios.

As geopolitical tensions and defense modernization

programs intensify globally, demand for autonomous

systems is surging across North America, Europe, and the

Asia-Pacific region. The market is not only witnessing

growth in traditional military applications but also seeing

adoption in emerging areas such as border security,

maritime defense, and tactical surveillance.

To Download Sample Report: https://datamintelligence.com/download-sample/autonomous-

weapons-market
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Autonomous Weapons Market, By Type

Autonomous Weapons Market, Company Share

Analysis

Strategic Defense Investments and

Technological Advancements

•  Government Procurement Initiatives:

Governments worldwide are

significantly investing in autonomous

weapons systems to enhance military

capabilities. For instance, the United

States Department of Defense (DoD)

has updated its Directive 3000.09,

"Autonomy in Weapon Systems," to

govern the development and fielding of

autonomous and semi-autonomous

weapon systems. This directive

emphasizes the importance of human

judgment in the use of force and sets

guidelines to minimize the probability

and consequences of failures in these

systems. 

•  Similarly, the United Kingdom's

Ministry of Defence has announced

that artificial intelligence (AI) will play

an increasingly central role in the

country's armed forces. The upcoming

strategic defence review aims to

modernize military procurement and

enhance the UK's technological edge, particularly in NATO. The government plans to allocate 10%

of equipment funding to innovations such as drones and AI, with a focus on rapidly deployable

technologies.

•  Ethical and Legal Frameworks: International organizations are actively engaged in establishing

ethical and legal frameworks for the use of autonomous weapons. The United Nations General

Assembly passed a resolution on lethal autonomous weapons systems with 166 votes in favor, 3

opposed, and 15 abstentions. The resolution endorses a two-tiered governance system that calls

for regulatory monitoring for some lethal autonomous weapons systems and a ban on others

under international law.

Key Players:

Lockheed Martin Corporation

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Raytheon Technologies Corporation



BAE Systems plc

General Dynamics Corporation

Thales Group

Israel Aerospace Industries Ltd. (IAI)

Elbit Systems Ltd.

Saab AB

Anduril Industries Inc

Market Segments:

By Type: Lethal Autonomous Weapons (LAWs), Non-lethal Autonomous Weapons, , By Platform,

Airborne, Land-based, Naval, Others

By Mode of Operation: Operation, Fully Autonomous, Semi-Autonomous, , By End-User, Defense

Forces, Homeland Security & Law Enforcement, Others

By Region: North America, Operation, US, Canada, Mexico, Europe, Germany, UK, France, Italy,

Spain, Rest of Europe, South America, Brazil, Argentina, Rest of South America, Asia-Pacific,

China, India, Japan, Australia, Rest of Asia-Pacific, Middle East and Africa

Emerging Trends:

•  Technological Advancements: Advancements in artificial intelligence, robotics, and sensor

technology are driving the development of fully autonomous weapons systems. These systems

are designed to operate without human intervention, capable of identifying and engaging targets

based on pre-programmed algorithms and real-time data analysis. For example, the United

States is developing the Collaborative Combat Aircraft (CCA), an autonomous fighter jet that can

operate independently or in coordination with human-piloted aircraft.

•  Increasing Autonomous Weapons in Military Applications: Fully autonomous systems are being

integrated into various military applications, including aerial drones, ground vehicles, and naval

vessels. These systems offer advantages such as reduced risk to human personnel, increased

operational efficiency, and the ability to perform complex missions in challenging environments.

The US Air Force and Navy have selected Anduril and General Atomics to prototype the CCA,

reflecting a strategic shift toward more autonomous and cost-effective defense technologies.

Buy Now 360° Market Intelligence: https://datamintelligence.com/buy-now-

page?report=autonomous-weapons-market

Full Combat Autonomy: Government-Led Advancements and Global Deployment Race

Fully autonomous weapons systems are designed to operate without human intervention,

capable of selecting and engaging targets based on pre-programmed algorithms and real-time
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data analysis. The United States Department of Defense (DoD) defines such systems as those

that, once activated, can select and engage targets without further intervention by a human

operator. However, the DoD Directive 3000.09 emphasizes that these systems must be designed

to allow commanders and operators to exercise appropriate levels of human judgment over the

use of force, ensuring compliance with the law of war and minimizing unintended

engagements.

Countries around the world are investing in the development of fully autonomous weapons

systems. The United States is leading in this area, with initiatives like the Collaborative Combat

Aircraft (CCA) program aiming to enhance the capabilities of its armed forces. Similarly, China

and Russia are reportedly developing their own autonomous systems, focusing on integrating AI

into various military platforms to gain strategic advantages.

Asia-Pacific Demand Pulse: Autonomous Weapons Moving from Trials to Fleet Programs

•  As Asia-Pacific nations shift from experimentation to operational deployment, autonomous

weapons systems are moving from concept to concrete capability. Governments across the

region have committed multi-billion-dollar investments and signed major procurement

contracts, signaling a defining pivot in defense modernization.

•  Australia’s defense procurement has escalated significantly, with the government allocating

over A$400 (US$ 261.91) million in February 2024 for three Block-2 MQ-28A Ghost Bat ‘loyal

wingman’ drones, enhancing wing design, sensors, autonomous systems, and payloads. As of

early 2025, eight Block 1 prototypes have flown over 100 hours, with three Block 2 airframes

under production and operational testing slated for late 2025. Additionally, Australia’s broader

air-domain upgrade strategy spans A$28–33 (US$ 18.23-21.61) billion through the mid-2030s—a

portfolio that includes uncrewed capabilities alongside traditional fighters.

•  India has progressed to large-scale procurement of high-endurance drone systems. A US$ 3.5

billion government-to-government deal was formalized in October 2024 for 31 MQ-9B

SkyGuardian/SeaGuardian HALE RPAS, provisioned across the Army, Navy, and Air

Force—comprising 15 naval units and eight each for the other services. This deal, structured

under the Defence Acquisition Council’s clearances, reflects a decisive shift toward strategic area

surveillance, especially over maritime and border domains.

•  Singapore has deployed its Maritime Security Unmanned Surface Vessels (MARSEC USVs) into

active service. These vessels have completed over 12 million kilometres of simulated runs

equivalent to 26 years of real-world navigation with zero collisions, and have logged over 1,000

hours of fully autonomous operations without human intervention. Designed and validated by

local agencies such as DSTA and DSO, these USVs are now conducting real-world maritime

patrols alongside Singapore's Littoral Mission Vessels.

Strategic Industry Initiatives:



•  On December 2, 2024, the UN General Assembly passed a landmark resolution on Lethal

Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) with 166 nations in favor, 3 opposed, and 15 abstentions,

proposing a two-tiered approach to ban certain systems while regulating others. This move

reflects growing concern over LAWS use in conflicts such as Ukraine and Gaza. Parallel efforts by

the CCW Group of Governmental Experts have advanced discussions over the past decade,

though progress has been slowed by its consensus model. The resolution signals mounting

international momentum toward stronger, clearer legal frameworks for autonomous weapons

governance.

•  On July 11, 2022, India’s Defence Minister launched 75 AI-based products at the first ‘AI in

Defence’ symposium in New Delhi, marking a milestone under ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’. These

innovations span autonomous systems, blockchain automation, ISR, cybersecurity, and lethal

autonomous weapons. The initiative emphasizes AI’s role in safeguarding the nation against

future threats while promoting peace and human development. The Minister highlighted the

urgent need for AI and Big Data adoption to keep pace with global technological advancements.

Why Choose this Global Autonomous Weapons Market Report

•  Latest Data & Forecasts: Comprehensive market analysis with projections through 2032

•  Policy & Compliance Insights: In-depth coverage of evolving global regulations and UN

resolutions on lethal autonomous weapons.

•  Competitive Benchmarking: Compare strategies of leading defense contractors and emerging

tech innovators.

•  Geopolitical Intelligence: Special focus on Asia-Pacific, NATO members, and conflict-impacted

regions shaping demand.

•  Actionable Strategies: Identify growth opportunities, navigate export controls, and mitigate

ethical and operational risks.

•  Expert Analysis: Research backed by defense technology specialists with deep knowledge of AI-

enabled military systems.

Stay ahead in a rapidly evolving defense technology landscape, where AI integration, global

security challenges, and international policy debates are redefining the future of warfare.

Request your sample or full report today.
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