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Inspection Expert Daniel Hooker Explains
What Professionals Look for During a
Standard Home Inspection in HelloNation
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for HelloNation, Hooker explains the

detailed process behind a general home inspection and why what's beneath the surface matters
most.

A home that looks clean and updated on the outside may still be hiding serious problems behind
the walls or under the floors. Hooker emphasizes that the purpose of a home inspection is to
assess not just cosmetic features, but the safety, longevity, and functionality of a property's core
systems. From the exterior to the attic, each part of the home is reviewed for visible signs of
damage, wear, or improper maintenance.

The inspection begins on the outside. Hooker explains that inspectors check the condition of
roofing materials, gutters, siding, and windows. One key concern is the grading around the
foundation. If the ground slopes toward the house instead of away from it, water can collect
near the foundation and eventually lead to basement leaks or structural issues.

Inside the home, major systems take center stage. Hooker notes that electrical panels are
examined for proper grounding, outdated wiring, or overloaded circuits. Plumbing systems are
tested for water pressure, active leaks, and signs of corrosion. HVAC systems are evaluated to
ensure they are operating correctly and have been properly maintained. These systems can
affect everything from energy bills to safety, making their condition a top priority during an
inspection.
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Structural elements are another critical focus. Hooker shares that inspectors look for sagging
joists, uneven flooring, or cracks in foundations and walls. These can indicate prior water
damage, poor construction, or soil settlement—issues that may compromise the integrity of the
home if left unresolved.

Crawlspaces and attics are also key areas of concern. In these tight and often overlooked zones,
inspectors look for proper insulation levels, signs of pests, moisture buildup, or poor ventilation.
According to Hooker, these factors can impact indoor air quality, energy efficiency, and overall
comfort.

Moisture, in particular, is a recurring concern throughout a home inspection. Water stains, musty
odors, and soft spots are warning signs of leaks or mold growth. While general inspectors do not
perform mold testing or open walls, they are trained to identify conditions that might support
mold, such as persistent dampness or inadequate airflow.

Even appliances and smoke detectors are checked during a standard inspection. Hooker explains
that the goal is to verify basic safety measures and ensure all components meet expected
functionality. While inspectors do not provide code certifications or warranties, their
observations often point to issues that can save buyers from expensive surprises down the line.

Hooker stresses that home inspections are non-invasive by design. Inspectors don't open up
walls or dismantle systems. Instead, they rely on visual cues, operational tests, and experience to
assess the home’s condition. Their job is to uncover concerns that may not be obvious to the
average buyer.

For those in the homebuying process, a professional inspection offers peace of mind. Hooker
points out that this step helps buyers make informed decisions and negotiate repairs or pricing
with confidence. By identifying hidden defects or maintenance needs early on, buyers can avoid
unexpected repair bills shortly after moving in.

In Behind the Walls: What Inspectors Look for During a Standard Inspection, Daniel Hooker
provides a professional breakdown of how inspections work and why they're such a vital part of
evaluating a property. His insights offer clarity for buyers and emphasize the real value of seeing
past surface-level impressions.
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