
From Redemption to Revolution: Iylon
Precision Oncology Honors CEO John
Tarantino’s Selfless Leadership and
Philanthropy

PROVIDENCE, RI, UNITED STATES, August

19, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Iylon

Precision Oncology today spotlighted the

philanthropic leadership of its Chief

Executive Officer, John A. Tarantino,

whose personal mission to ease the

burden of cancer patients shapes the

company’s patient-first strategy.

Tarantino also affirmed that he serves as

CEO without compensation, aligning

Iylon’s resources and his own efforts

toward direct patient impact.

Tarantino’s perspective is captured in his

TEDxProvidence talk, “Redemption

Stories,” where he shares a message of

resilience, service, and channeling loss

into constructive action. The talk became

the most-viewed TEDx Talk worldwide in

2023 and had surpassed 26 million

views, underscoring the global resonance of his story. 

From personal loss to public action

Tarantino’s late wife, Patrice (“Pat”) Tarantino, was treated for stage IV pancreatic cancer at Brown

University Health’s Lifespan Cancer Institute. In gratitude for the care and to accelerate new

therapies, Tarantino committed $1 million to support the research of Howard P. Safran, MD,

Chief of Hematology/Oncology. 

He subsequently helped establish The John and Patrice Tarantino Fund, dedicated to advancing

cancer research at the Brown University Health Cancer Institute at Rhode Island Hospital. The

fund’s continuing impact is recognized by Brown University Health and its foundation. 

http://www.einpresswire.com


Leadership at Iylon

Tarantino was appointed Chief Executive Officer of Iylon Precision Oncology in 2023, bringing

senior leadership and a deep commitment to equitable cancer care to the organization’s growth

and partnerships. 

“I chose to forgo a salary because every available resource should move us closer to better

outcomes for patients—particularly those who struggle to access precision care,” said John A.

Tarantino, CEO of Iylon Precision Oncology. “Pat’s courage continues to guide me. If our work

helps a family hear ‘there’s a new option for you,’ that’s the return that matters.”

“John’s values—compassion, rigor, and accountability—infuse Iylon’s mission,” said Sendurai

Mani, PhD, Iylon Co-Founder and Professor of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at Brown

University. “His philanthropy and service mindset translate directly into how we design and

deliver precision recommendations for patients.”

About the talk that sparked a movement

“Redemption Stories” weaves lessons in responsibility and hope with Tarantino’s experience

channeling grief into service, amplifying giving for cancer research and community programs.

Coverage by Boston College Law School Magazine chronicles the talk’s trajectory and the couple’s

decision to donate the proceeds from the sale of their family home and Pat’s life-insurance

benefits to cancer research—an enduring legacy that continues through the Tarantino Fund. 

About Iylon Precision Oncology

Iylon Precision Oncology provides expert, data-driven precision-oncology recommendations that

integrate clinical context, pathology, and genomics to help treating oncologists consider optimal

options for individual patients. The company collaborates with leading clinicians and

investigators to advance access to precision care and to translate emerging science into real-

world decisions. Tarantino was appointed CEO in 2023.
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