
Grade Timber Releases Free Field Guide to
Empower Illinois Landowners Amid Rising
Timber Prices

Walnut Timber Harvest

Unlock Your Timber’s Value with Expert

Tips for the 2025 Winter Harvest Season

SPRINGFIELD, IL, UNITED STATES,

August 19, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Grade Timber Releases Free Field

Guide to Empower Illinois Landowners

Amid Rising 2025 Timber Prices and

Optimal Winter Harvest Window

As timber markets show signs of

steady growth and price recovery in

2025, Grade Timber, Illinois' trusted

forestry partner, today announced the

release of its free "Illinois Landowner's

Tree Value Field Guide." This

comprehensive, downloadable PDF

resource equips landowners with essential tools to identify, value, and prepare their trees for

harvest, perfectly timed for the upcoming winter logging season - widely regarded as the best

period for operations due to minimized environmental impact and potentially higher stumpage

prices.

The 2025 timber outlook is

promising, with recovering

prices and strong demand

for Illinois hardwoods.”

Beau Shymansky

With lumber prices expected to climb 8% this year amid

increasing domestic demand and global supply challenges,

experts urge Illinois landowners to act now. Starting in

August, contacting licensed loggers is crucial to secure

slots for winter harvests (December through March), when

frozen ground reduces soil compaction, eases equipment

access, and preserves forest health—all while capitalizing

on favorable market conditions. Delaying could mean missing out on peak pricing and

availability, as demand for high-value species like black walnut and white oak continues to

surge.

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.gradetimber.com


Incorporating timber harvesting into a comprehensive land management plan is essential for

Illinois landowners seeking to maintain healthy, productive forests while generating sustainable

income. Regular, selective harvesting promotes forest regeneration by removing mature, over-

mature, or low-quality trees, which creates space and resources for younger trees to thrive. This

practice enhances biodiversity, improves wildlife habitats by fostering diverse understory growth,

and reduces wildfire risks through better spacing and reduced fuel loads. Moreover, managed

harvests contribute to long-term carbon sequestration, as regenerating forests absorb more

CO2 than stagnant, overcrowded stands. For many landowners, timber represents a valuable

asset that, when harvested responsibly, can fund property improvements, conservation efforts,

or even retirement—turning idle woodlands into a renewable revenue stream without

compromising environmental integrity.

However, failing to harvest during optimal windows, such as the winter season, can lead to

significant missed opportunities and value loss. Trees left unharvested beyond their prime

maturity are vulnerable to disease outbreaks, insect infestations (like emerald ash borer or oak

wilt), and natural decay, which degrade wood quality and reduce market value—potentially

turning premium logs into low-grade pulp or firewood. Over time, environmental stressors such

as drought, storms, or competition from invasive species can cause structural weaknesses, rot,

or dieback, eroding thousands of dollars in potential earnings. Delaying also means forgoing

current high prices driven by market recovery, as timber values fluctuate with supply and

demand; what might fetch top dollar today could plummet if global conditions shift or if local

mills saturate. Proactive harvesting during ideal periods not only maximizes financial returns but

also prevents these losses, ensuring forests remain resilient and valuable for future

generations.

"The 2025 timber outlook is promising, with recovering prices and strong demand for Illinois

hardwoods," said Beau Shymansky, Forestry Specialist at Grade Timber. "Our new field guide

helps landowners by providing step-by-step guidance on everything from species identification

and board foot calculations to market timing and logger negotiations. With winter being the

prime harvest season, we're encouraging folks to download the guide today and start

planning—it could unlock thousands in hidden value from their properties while supporting

sustainable land stewardship."

The 15-page guide, formatted as a portable 5.5x8.5" booklet, includes:

-Detailed identification of top Illinois species like black walnut, white oak, black cherry, hickory,

and sugar maple.

-Instructions for marking property lines, assessing tree quality, and understanding log grades.

-A customizable worksheet for tree inventories.

-Insights on why tight growth rings and northern Illinois climates boost value, plus tips for profit-

sharing vs. upfront payments.

-Resources from Illinois DNR and other partners.



-Expanded sections on integrating harvesting into land management plans, including strategies

to mitigate risks like disease and decay through timely   action.

Landowners can download the guide instantly at www.gradetimber.com/Illinois-landowners-

tree-value, where they can also request a free professional appraisal. This timely release aligns

with broader industry trends, including an anticipated 30% wood price increase in the first half of

2025, making proactive planning essential for sustainable and profitable forestry.

Grade Timber specializes in sustainable timber management, connecting landowners with

licensed buyers and foresters to ensure ethical harvests that preserve Illinois' natural resources

for future generations.

For more information or to schedule an interview, contact:

Beau Shymansky

Grade Timber

Phone: (309) 472-7867

Email: info@gradetimber.com

Website: www.gradetimber.com

About Grade Timber

Grade Timber is Illinois' premier forestry partner, dedicated to helping landowners maximize

timber value through expert guidance, free appraisals, and sustainable practices. With a focus on

education and environmental stewardship, we empower property owners to make informed

decisions that benefit their wallets and the land.

Beau Shymansky

Grade Timber

+1 309-472-7867

info@gradetimber.com

Visit us on social media:

Instagram

Facebook
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