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New figure released from DVLA record show that vehicle theft in the UK continues to be a

significant concern, with over 61,000 vehicles reported stolen theft in the numbers represent a

small decline from the previous year, they remain substantially higher than pre-pandemic levels,

highlighting the ongoing risks for both vehicle owners an those purchasing used cars. The
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findings, drawn from stolen Cars UK 2025: The Essential

Guide for used Car Buyers, underline the sophistication of

modern car crime and potential financial and legal

consequences for buyer who unknowingly purchase stolen

vehicles. 

A Persistent Problem 

In 2024,61,343 vehicles were reported stolen across the UK

an average of 168 Cars a day, or roughly one every eight

and a half minutes. The total marks 6% declines compared to 2023, but theft levels remain

markedly higher than in the years before COVID-19. One of the most troubling statistics is that

less than half of stolen vehicles are recovered. Many are dismantled for parts within hours of

being taken, while others are smuggled abroad via shipping containers, often destined for

markets in Eastern Europe, Africa, or the Middle East. 

The geographic distribution of thefts shows concentrated problem areas. London records the

highest rate with 11.8 thefts per 1,000 registered vehicles, followed by the West Midlands at 7.7

per 1,000. Within these regions, certain districts including Aston in Birmingham and Tottenham

in North London have long-standing reputations as high-risk areas for vehicle crime. 

The Cars Thieves Want Most 
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The same models appear on the “most stolen” list year after year. According to the 2024 data,

the top ten were: 

1.  Ford Fiesta – 4,719 stolen 

2.  Volkswagen Golf – 1,946 

3.  Ford Focus – 1,855 

4.  BMW 3 Series – 1,415 

5.  Toyota RAV4 – 1,452 

6.  Mercedes C-Class – 1,362 

7.  Range Rover Evoque – 1,284 

8.  Volkswagen Polo – 1,211 

9.  Audi A3 – 1,175 

10.  Nissan Qashqai – 1,124 

Owners of higher-end trims, such as the Ford Fiesta Zetec or Titanium X, are statistically more at

risk than those with older or less popular versions. 

How Thefts Happen in 2025 

Modern vehicle theft is rarely opportunistic. Today’s thieves are organized, skilled, and equipped

with tools that bypass factory-fitted security. Common techniques include: 

•  Relay attacks – Amplifying the signal from a keyless entry fob so a car can be unlocked and

driven away without the key. 

•  OBD hacking – Using the car’s onboard diagnostics port to programmed a fresh key in under

two minutes. 

•  Container exports – Concealing stolen vehicles in shipping containers bound for overseas

markets. 

These methods are quick, quiet, and effective, allowing cars to be taken with minimal fuss

sometimes without the owner realizing until hours later. 

Why Used Car Buyers Need to Be Careful 

For people in the market for a used vehicle, the threat comes in a different form, Stolen cars are

often cloned meaning they are fitted with false plates and supported by forged document. To a

casual buyer, they can look entirely legitimate, in one recent case, Manchester man purchased a

BMW 3 series at what seemed like a fair price. A month later, the car triggered an automatic

Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) alert. While the plates matched official records, the vehicle

identification Number (VIN) told a different story: the car had been stolen from surrey. Police

seized it immediately. The buyer lost both the car and the money he would paid. 

The Role of History Checks 

The best defense against buying a stolen vehicle is to check its history thoroughly before

handing over any money. A proper check can reveal whether a car is stolen, carries outstanding

finance, has been written off, or shows signs of mileage tampering. Websites such as

RegPlateCheck.co.uk provide access to official data sources, allowing buyers to confirm a car’s
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status quickly. Even a free check can reveal warning signs that would otherwise go unnoticed. 

Practical Ways to Reduce Theft Risk 

For current car owners, the goal is to make their vehicle as unappealing a target as possible.

Experts recommend combining several simple measures: 

•  Steering wheel locks – An old-fashioned but still effective visual deterrent. 

•  Faraday pouches – To block signals from keyless entry fobs, preventing relay attacks. 

•  Trackers and immobilizers – Both make theft more difficult and increase the chance of

recovery. 

•  Smart parking choices – Well-lit and overlooked areas reduce risk compared to dark, isolated

streets. 

A Quick Buyer’s Checklist 

Before buying a used car, take these steps: 

1.  Run the registration through a recognized history check service. 

2.  Confirm that the VIN on the logbook matches the numbers on the car’s windscreen and

chassis. 

3.  Look at the MOT history for unusual mileage changes. 

4.  Trust your instincts if anything feels off, walk away. 

A Wider Issue 

Vehicle theft is part of a broader pattern of organized property crime. Economic factors, high

demand for parts, and the relative ease of selling stolen vehicles overseas all contribute to the

problem. Police have dismantled some theft networks, but experts say it will take consistent

public awareness and cooperation between law enforcement, insurers, and data services to

bring numbers down further. 

If Your Car Is Stolen 

Acting quickly can improve the chances of recovery: 

•  Report the theft to police immediately and get a crime reference number. 

•  Contact your insurer without delay. 

•  If you have a tracker, alert the recovery service straight away. 

•  Keep an eye on online marketplaces for listings that match your car. 

Raising Awareness 

Public understanding of how modern car theft works is one of the most effective deterrents.

Reports like stolen cars UK 2025 aim to make both owners and buyer more alert to the risks, so

stolen vehicles are harder to sell and criminals have fewer opportunities. 

About RegPlateCheck.co.uk 

RegPlateCheck.co.uk offers motorists access to free and comprehensive vehicle history data. The

services draw on official records to flag potential risk such as stolen status, cloned plates,

mileage discrepancies, insurance write-offs, and outstanding finance.
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