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Delayed Symptoms: How Hidden Injuries Can
Impact Personal Injury Cases
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Not all injuries reveal themselves [ - ¥,
immediately after an accident. For A \ 4 |
many individuals involved in workplace ;

or personal injury cases, symptoms \ /
may take days, weeks, or even months ' x
\
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to fully appear. Conditions such as
traumatic brain injuries (TBIs), soft
tissue damage, and spinal injuries
often fall into this category,
complicating both medical treatment
and the legal process.
Hidden injuries pose unique challenges
in personal injury claims. While
obvious physical harm like broken bones is quickly documented, delayed symptoms may surface
later—sometimes after an injured worker has already attempted to return to daily
responsibilities. This delay can raise questions about the connection between the accident and
the medical condition.
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Insurance companies often
argue that delayed injuries
are unrelated to the original
accident...However...certain
injuries, particularly brain
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According to William P. Morrow of Morrow Law Firm in
Opelousas, Louisiana, these situations require careful
handling.

“Insurance companies often argue that delayed injuries are
trauma or whiplash, may unrelated to th('e origihal accident,” said WiIIiam P: l\'/Iorrow.
not be apparent right away. “However, med!cal science supports that certain injuries,

" particularly brain trauma or whiplash, may not be
apparent right away. Establishing that connection is critical
to ensuring injured workers receive the protection the law

William P. Morrow

provides.”

Understanding Delayed Symptoms
Traumatic brain injuries, for example, may initially present as minor headaches or dizziness
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before progressing to more severe
cognitive and emotional issues. Soft
tissue injuries, such as ligament or
tendon damage, may begin as stiffness
or soreness before escalating into
chronic pain or restricted movement.
Spinal injuries may go unnoticed until
numbness, weakness, or mobility
issues appear.

In the workplace, these conditions can significantly disrupt an employee’s ability to perform job
duties. If left untreated, they may lead to permanent impairment, increased medical costs, and
long-term loss of income. Recognizing the potential for delayed symptoms is vital in both
medical evaluations and legal claims.

Legal Implications

Delayed injuries often complicate legal proceedings, particularly when initial medical reports fail
to document them. Opposing parties may attempt to discredit the legitimacy of the injuries,
claiming they resulted from unrelated events. For this reason, comprehensive medical evaluation
and consistent documentation are crucial.

“Early reporting and follow-up care make a difference in these cases,” said Morrow. “When
delayed symptoms emerge, having accurate records ensures the injury is tied back to the
original incident. This protects injured workers from being unfairly denied the support they
need.”

Broader Impact

The issue of hidden injuries extends beyond individual cases. It highlights the importance of
workplace safety, proper reporting procedures, and employer accountability. Injuries that remain
invisible at first can ultimately become some of the most debilitating, underscoring the need for
thorough investigation and legal representation when disputes arise.

Morrow Law Firm has been a fixture in the Opelousas legal community for decades. Led by
William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow, the firm has built its
practice on handling complex personal injury and workplace injury cases across Louisiana.

About Morrow Law Firm

Morrow Law Firm, based in Opelousas, Louisiana, represents individuals in personal injury and
workplace injury cases throughout the state. The firm is led by attorneys William P. Morrow, John
Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow.
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