ﬁPREsswiRE

Direct Thermal Inks & Coatings Market
Expands as Industry Leaders Showcase
Innovations at Labelexpo 2025
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Market Growth Driven by Sustainability and Performance

The demand for direct thermal inks and coatings is accelerating, largely due to the rising need
for long-lasting print durability, green materials, and regulatory compliance. Today's solutions
not only extend the life of printed labels but also resist fading, moisture, and chemicals.
Increasingly, coatings are being designed to comply with global environmental norms, allowing
manufacturers to reduce costs while improving efficiency.

According to industry analysis, the market remains fairly consolidated, with Tier 1 companies
commanding 34% of market share through global reach and advanced R&D. Tier 2 and Tier 3
manufacturers, meanwhile, are playing a crucial role in offering niche, adaptable, and eco-
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friendly solutions across industries.
Key Players at the Forefront

Tier 1 leaders - Ricoh, Oji Holdings, and Appvion - are investing heavily in phenol-free, recyclable,
and high-performance solutions. These companies continue to shape global standards for
environmental compliance and product longevity.

* Ricoh recently launched phenol-free thermal paper, reinforcing its commitment to
sustainability.

+ Oji Holdings unveiled high-durability coatings tailored for logistics and transportation labels.

* Appvion introduced an eco-friendly coating that improves print longevity while meeting
regulatory benchmarks.

Tier 2 innovators - Koehler Paper Group and Nakagawa Manufacturing - are advancing cost-
effective, high-stability coatings. Both have focused on image clarity and energy-efficient
technologies that meet mid-sized customer needs.

+ Koehler Paper Group expanded its advanced image stability product line to support high-
resolution printing.

+ Nakagawa Manufacturing introduced low-energy thermal coatings, offering operational
efficiency for high-volume print environments.

Tier 3 regional and niche players such as Iconex, Hansol Paper, Mitsubishi Paper Mills, Jujo
Thermal, and Kanzaki Specialty Papers are focusing on tailored, application-specific solutions.
Their contributions include water-resistant, food-grade, and color-changing coatings that
enhance product authentication and traceability.

Evolving Applications Across Industries

The versatility of direct thermal inks and coatings makes them indispensable across industries
such as retail, logistics, pharmaceuticals, and food & beverage.

* Retail & E-Commerce: Increasing demand for barcode, point-of-sale, and receipt printing.

* Logistics & Transportation: Growing reliance on durable shipping labels that withstand
changing environments.

+ Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare: Rising need for tamper-proof, high-clarity labeling to ensure
compliance and safety.

+ Food & Beverage: Expanding use of direct thermal labels for packaging traceability and
consumer transparency.

These industries continue to push manufacturers to deliver high-resolution, cost-efficient, and
eco-friendly printing solutions.

Innovations on Display at Labelexpo 2025

Visitors to Labelexpo Barcelona 2025 will experience first-hand the latest advances reshaping the



market:

1. High-Durability Thermal Coatings - Enhancing resistance against heat, moisture, and
chemicals.

2. Eco-Friendly & BPA-Free Inks - Aligning with strict regulatory frameworks and sustainability
commitments.

3. Enhanced Image Stability - Delivering long-lasting, sharp, and high-contrast print results.
4. Heat-Sensitive Color-Changing Coatings - Providing authenticity verification and security
labeling solutions.

Leading exhibitors will also spotlight Al-driven quality control systems, automated production
lines, and recyclable topcoats that redefine cost-efficiency while addressing global environmental
goals.

Vendor Performance and Competitive Landscape

Industry concentration remains relatively strong, with the top three players controlling 18% of
the market. The next two leaders contribute an additional 10%, while the following five
companies account for 6%. This consolidation underscores the importance of innovation,
collaboration, and localized supply chains in maintaining a competitive edge.

Company Spotlights - Shaping the Year

* Ricoh: Expanded phenol-free thermal paper portfolio, setting new benchmarks in eco-
compliance.

* Oji Holdings: Introduced rugged coatings optimized for shipping labels.

+ Appvion: Pioneered new sustainable coatings with enhanced print longevity.

+ Koehler Paper Group: Strengthened production with improved image stability technologies.
+ Nakagawa Manufacturing: Launched low-energy coatings that reduce total printing costs.

* Iconex: Expanded retail-focused portfolio with durable and recyclable labeling solutions.

« Hansol Paper: Delivered sustainable coatings for food and beverage packaging.

*+ Mitsubishi Paper Mills: Advanced water-resistant solutions for logistics and harsh
environments.

Strategic Recommendations for Suppliers

Technology suppliers aiming to lead the next decade of direct thermal printing should
prioritize:

+ Sustainability: BPA-free and phenol-free innovations to comply with evolving global
regulations.

+ Automation & Efficiency: Al-enabled production for faster, cost-efficient output.

+ Customization & Scalability: Industry-specific coatings adaptable to retail, healthcare, and
logistics needs.

* Smart Labeling: Color-changing, tamper-proof technologies that reinforce brand protection.

Regional Growth Dynamics



+ Asia-Pacific continues to dominate production, leveraging strong manufacturing capabilities
and cost advantages.

* North America drives innovation in eco-compliance and advanced thermal formulations.

+ Europe balances sustainability with performance, spearheading regulatory adoption and high-
resolution coating development.

Explore In-Depth Analysis—Click Here to Access the Report!

https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/direct-thermal-inks-and-coating-market-share-
analysis

As the industry converges in Barcelona, Labelexpo 2025 will set the stage for the next era of
sustainable, high-performance thermal printing. The event promises to be a turning point where
innovation meets responsibility, shaping the future of labeling worldwide.
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About Future Market Insights (FMI)

Future Market Insights, Inc. (ESOMAR certified, recipient of the Stevie Award, and a member of
the Greater New York Chamber of Commerce) offers profound insights into the driving factors
that are boosting demand in the market. FMI stands as the leading global provider of market
intelligence, advisory services, consulting, and events for the Packaging, Food and Beverage,
Consumer Technology, Healthcare, Industrial, and Chemicals markets. With a vast team of over
400 analysts worldwide, FMI provides global, regional, and local expertise on diverse domains
and industry trends across more than 110 countries.
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