
Les & Seth Gold Reflect on How Detroit Pawn
Shop Legacy Amplified a Moment of
Generosity

MDMotivator at American Jewelry and Loan in Detroit

When a recent act of kindness at

American Jewelry & Loan went viral this

week, their decades-long legacy played a

quiet but meaningful role.

DETROIT, MI, UNITED STATES, August

22, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- For

decades, the Gold family has built

more than a pawnshop—they’ve built a

global platform rooted in Detroit grit,

family tradition, and real-world human

connection. When a recent act of

kindness at American Jewelry & Loan

went viral this week, their decades-long

legacy played a quiet but meaningful

role.

Les Gold, a third-generation

pawnbroker, traces his roots back to

childhood sales in his grandfather’s

shop, Sam’s Loans, where he made his

first sale at age seven. By age 12, he was already hustling—buying pizzas and reselling them to

his classmates. In 1978, he opened American Jewelry & Loan in Oak Park, later moving the

business to a 50,000-square-foot location in Detroit in 1993.

Our business has always

been grounded in Detroit,

but the reach we’ve built

extends far beyond,”

Seth Gold

The family’s business became a cultural touchstone

through the hit reality series Hardcore Pawn, which

premiered in August 2010 to two million

viewers—becoming truTV’s most-watched series premiere

ever.

In 2013, Les shared his hard-won wisdom in his New York

http://www.einpresswire.com
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Times best-selling autobiography, For

What It’s Worth: Business Wisdom

from a Pawnbroker. Over the years, he

and his son Seth have expanded the

business to five local locations,

solidifying the Gold name as a

recognized icon of entrepreneurship,

customer trust, and the power of

negotiation.

That platform created the space for a

recent story to catch fire. A Detroit

man’s visit to American Jewelry & Loan

became the backdrop for an act of generosity that rippled across social media and beyond.

Influencer Zach Dereniowski, known as MDMotivator, surprised customer Curtis Dixon with cash,

a car, and additional support. Local affiliate Fox 2 News was on the scene.

“We never set out to be a global name,” said Les Gold. “But our reputation, rooted in solid

business and hard work, gave a stage for moments like this to be noticed.”

“Our business has always been grounded in Detroit, but the reach we’ve built extends far

beyond,” added Seth Gold, noting that even on a recent trip to Africa, locals recognized the

family from Hardcore Pawn. “That viral moment when Curtis’ life was changed wasn’t something

we orchestrated—but we became part of the story because of the platform we built. That’s

humbling and gratifying.”

Cyndee Harrison

Synaptic

+1 313-410-2343

email us here

Visit us on social media:

LinkedIn

Instagram

Facebook

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/842149689

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/mdmotivator-detroit-man-pawn-shop-cash-influencer
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5354260
https://www.linkedin.com/company/synapticapproach
https://www.instagram.com/synapticapproach/
https://www.facebook.com/synapticapproach
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/842149689
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

