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/EINPresswire.com/ -- Many organizations or

companies face growing demands to identify,

assess, and manage risks holistically. Risks

interconnect and become increasingly systemic,

ranging from client safety and workplace liability to

public health and community stability. This is where

the evolving role of pain clinics offers a unique and

underrecognized contribution to enterprise-wide

risk management (ERM).

Traditionally, pain clinics have been viewed

primarily as specialized centers for managing

chronic pain and improving patient quality of life.

However, new evidence, such as findings from a

clinical study published in SVOA Medical Research,

demonstrates that pain clinics play a much broader

role. Beyond individual care, pain clinics mitigate organizational, societal, and systemic risks by

addressing health-related factors that influence road safety, workplace productivity, family well-

being, and public safety at large.

Dr. Olumuyiwa Bamgbade and the Salem Anaesthesia Pain Clinic led the peer-reviewed clinical

study. The study examined 1,203 patients over a period of 7.5 years, demonstrating that pain

clinics seamlessly implement interventions in line with ERM principles. For example, patients

with impairments affecting fitness to drive underwent comprehensive evaluations, treatment

plans, and medical clearance processes. These measures helped restore individual autonomy

and reduced liability risks for employers, insurers, and transportation authorities, aligning clinical

practice with broader safety goals.

Similarly, pain clinics feature at the intersection of healthcare and family safety. By addressing

substance misuse, behavioral health challenges, and chronic pain management, they enable
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Pain clinics are partners in

enterprise-wide risk

management, safeguarding

livelihoods, workplaces, and

communities”
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patients to maintain safe and stable home environments.

For employers, child welfare agencies, and community

services, this translates into fewer disruptions, reduced

litigation exposure, and lower downstream costs, key

components of proactive risk mitigation under ERM

frameworks.

In the workplace safety domain, pain clinics directly

influence occupational risk profiles. Untreated pain,

sedating medications, and unresolved behavioral health concerns can impair employee

functionality and increase the likelihood of workplace injuries. Clinics provide structured

functional capacity evaluations, monitor safe medication use, and support return-to-work

programs tailored to reduce both personal and organizational risk. Employers benefit from

improved productivity, fewer compensation claims, and stronger compliance with health and

safety regulations.

These diverse interventions underscore the unique positioning of pain clinics as operational

partners in enterprise-wide risk management. By integrating clinical care with legal,

occupational, and societal safety imperatives, they function as risk mitigation hubs at multiple

levels. They support organizational goals by promoting healthier, safer workforces. Pain clinics

manage operational risk by reducing the likelihood of accidents, absenteeism, and safety

incidents. They mitigate compliance risk by ensuring alignment with safety, workplace, and

transportation regulations.

Importantly, the ERM approach recognizes that risks do not exist in silos. A patient whose

medication affects driving performance is simultaneously a potential road safety risk, a possible

workplace hazard, and, in some cases, a contributor to family instability. Pain clinics address

these interconnected risks holistically, generating benefits for individuals, organizations, and

society.

Indeed, the integration of pain clinics into ERM frameworks represents a forward-thinking

strategy for healthcare systems, employers, insurers, and policymakers. By treating chronic pain

while proactively managing its ripple effects on safety, productivity, and community stability, pain

clinics become essential allies in building resilient organizations and safer societies. Investing in

these clinics is not simply a healthcare decision; it is a comprehensive risk management

strategy.

Dr. Bamgbade is a healthcare leader with an interest in value-based healthcare delivery. He is a

specialist physician trained in Nigeria, Britain, the USA, and South Korea. He is an adjunct

professor at institutions in Africa, Europe, and North America. He has collaborated with

researchers in Nigeria, Australia, Iran, Mozambique, Rwanda, the USA, Kenya, Armenia, South

Africa, Britain, Tanzania, Namibia, Zambia, Botswana, China, Ethiopia, Jamaica, Cuba, and



Canada. He has published 45 scientific papers in PubMed-indexed journals. He is the director of

Salem Pain Clinic, a specialist and research clinic in Surrey, BC, Canada. Dr Bamgbade and Salem

Pain Clinic focus on researching and managing pain, health equity, injury rehabilitation,

neuropathy, insomnia, societal safety, substance misuse, medical sociology, public health,

medicolegal science, and perioperative care.
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