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Flowerbulb.eu Releases Tulip Guide for Fall

Why Some Tulips Return, and Others
Don't. Enjoy the Best of Both Worlds,
Plant Both Annual and Perennial Tulips!

PHILADELPHIA, PA, UNITED STATES,
August 25, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
While tulips are widely planted in
gardens and landscapes and
considered the harbinger of spring,
many gardeners wonder whether they
are genuinely perennials that return N (L
year after year or if they should be | EUROPE 2 44} “ gl il Y ENST M Funds o e |
grown as annuals. Flowerbulb.eu i . - : ‘
would like to help gardeners answer
this question once and for all.

While tulips are classified as
perennials, many gardeners find that
their tulips only bloom spectacularly
for one season before fading or
disappearing altogether. This is largely
due to hybridization, as many modern
tulip varieties are bred for their striking
colors and large blooms rather than
long-term sustainability. Using them as
annuals means no more waiting for the
foliage to die back before planting
annuals and other spring plants in
their place.

The good news is many tulips are Rl <.ded by the
.. . i LML European Union
closer to the original species that
perform as perennials. So, the answer  Tulips
to the age-old question is that tulips
can be both perennial and annual and
deserve a prominent place in the spring landscape. Proper growing conditions and care can also
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play a role. _

Tulips That Tend to be Perennial
Species tulips and the others listed are
most often planted for naturalizing.

That is the process of establishing "
plants, especially bulbs, in a way that
allows them to spread and multiply |

naturally, creating a low-maintenance,
more natural-looking garden.

Species Tulips
Species tulips, also referred to as

botanic tulips, are the very best tulips .
for naturalizing. They are the closest ‘
relatives of the first tulips collected. l.ll

Plant these small, brightly colored (1P
tulips in large quantities for a big
spring show. They are excellent for
bulb lawns, rock gardens, and under
deciduous trees and shrubs.
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Darwin Hybrid Tulips

These hybrids have strong stems that
stand up to windy spring weather.
Large flowers provide a long-lasting
color display. This group is among the
best perennial tulips, re-blooming for
several years. They also make excellent
cut flowers.

Fosteriana Tulips

Sometimes called Emperor tulips,
thanks to their massive flowers. This
group of tulips is more prevalent in
Europe than in the U.S. but deserves more attention here as they are among the best for
perennializing and naturalizing.

Greigii Tulips

These are reliably perennial tulips that bloom in two-tone shades with interesting, purple-
mottled, or striped foliage, greatly extending the season of interest. They are an excellent
addition to borders and rock gardens.



Kaufmanniana Tulips

Also known as waterlily tulips, they are early bloomers
with short stems and large blooms in various colors,
most with contrasting centers. These compact growers
are excellent for rock gardens, bulb lawns, and
borders. They are known for naturalizing.

Modern Hybrid Tulips - For a Spectacular Display
Using tulips as annuals allows gardeners to experiment
with a fresh and vibrant display of colors and varieties
each year. Since hybrid tulips often lose their vigor
after the first season, replanting new bulbs every fall
ensures consistent, spectacular blooms each spring.
This approach allows for seasonal creativity, as
gardeners can mix and match different tulip varieties,
colors, and bloom times to create dynamic flower beds
that change annually. The incredible flower forms of
modern tulips are not to be missed.
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Additionally, treating tulips as annuals eliminates the
need for post-bloom care, such as fertilizing and
waiting for foliage to die back. That can be especially important for people gardening in
containers on balconies and other small spaces. This allows the pots to be emptied and ready to
receive plants for the summer display.

Care Tips

+ Plant in the fall before the first frost so bulbs can establish roots.

+ Choose a sunny site; remember, deciduous trees and shrubs will allow more light in early
spring.

+ The soil should be moist but well-drained. Bulbs will rot in wet areas.

Plant three times as deep as the bulb is tall, pointy side up.

+ Use an organic bulb fertilizer at planting time.

* Bulbs grown as perennials should be left for foliage to die back naturally.

* Tulips are hardy in zones 3-7. In warmer zones, it is advisable to use pre-chilled bulbs.

The final answer is that tulips may be grown as annuals and perennials, and both methods have
distinct advantages. For those who love bold, picture-perfect tulip gardens, planting fresh bulbs

each year is an easy and rewarding way to achieve a stunning spring show. For those looking for
a more natural aesthetic, naturalizing with species bulbs like those mentioned will create a low-

maintenance way to enjoy them year after year and feed pollinators, too. Learn more here.

Royal Anthos is a Dutch trade organization that represents the trade companies in flower bulbs
and nursery stock products worldwide. For more information, visit www.anthos.org.
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Flowerbulb.eu is a promotional agency for the flower bulb sector. Their goal is to educate and
inspire new and experienced gardeners. They do not sell flower bulbs; they encourage
consumers to visit their local retailer. High-resolution images are available royalty-free when
citing FlowerBulbs.com as the source. Visit www.flowerbulb.eu for more information.

Garden Media Group ignites buzz for clients, offers innovative public relations campaigns, and
secures top media placements and partnerships. The boutique PR and marketing firm is known
as the best in the home and garden, horticulture, outdoor living, and lawn and landscape
industries. Its annual Garden Trends Report is among the most published trade and consumer
news garden studies.

Disclaimer: Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of
the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European
Research Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be
held responsible for them.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/842971743

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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