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Choosing the Right Commercial Roof: Flat,
Sloped, or Built-Up

WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WI, UNITED
STATES, August 25, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Dynamic Alliance
Roofing LLC is emphasizing the
importance of selecting the right
roofing system for commercial
buildings. With decades of regional
experience, the company has seen how
roof design affects performance,
durability, and maintenance needs in
Wisconsin's demanding climate.
Business owners often face the
decision between flat, sloped, and
built-up roofing systems, each offering
unique advantages depending on the
type of structure, budget, and long-
term goals.

YNAMIC
ALLIANCE:
Flat Roofing Systems HU ) I_I N G

Flat roofs are widely used in
commercial construction, particularly for warehouses, factories, and retail centers. Despite the
name, flat roofs are not perfectly level; they are built with a slight pitch to allow water drainage.

The primary advantage of flat roofs lies in their efficient use of space. HVAC systems, solar
panels, and other equipment can be installed directly on top of the structure, keeping them
accessible for maintenance. Flat roofing systems also support larger spans without requiring
complex structural designs.

Materials used in flat roofs often include single-ply membranes such as EPDM, TPO, or PVC,
which provide waterproofing and durability. Maintenance is crucial, as ponding water can
accelerate wear if not addressed. Regular inspections and prompt repairs extend the lifespan of
these systems.

Sloped Roofing Systems
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Sloped roofs, though less common in large-scale
“ commercial construction, are frequently chosen for smaller
buildings, offices, and mixed-use structures. The defining
feature of a sloped roof is its ability to shed water and
snow efficiently, a valuable trait in climates with significant
precipitation and freeze-thaw cycles like Wisconsin.

Flat, sloped, or built-up
systems all have a place, but
the right choice comes
down to how the building is
used and the environment it

faces. " Beyond practical performance, sloped roofs provide

aesthetic benefits by contributing to the architectural
character of a building. They can be covered with materials

Thad Brown

such as metal panels, asphalt shingles, or standing-seam systems, each offering durability and
design flexibility.

The steeper the slope, the less risk of water pooling or snow accumulation. However, installation
often involves greater complexity and higher upfront costs than flat systems. Maintenance
requirements are generally lower, as the natural pitch reduces strain on the roof surface.

Built-Up Roofing Systems

Built-up roofing (BUR) is a time-tested option for commercial properties. These systems are
created by layering asphalt or tar with reinforcing fabrics, finishing with a top layer of aggregate
such as gravel. BUR roofs are known for durability and resistance to heavy foot traffic, making
them suitable for facilities that require frequent rooftop access.

One advantage of BUR systems is their redundancy. With multiple layers, the roof retains
protection even if one layer is compromised. This makes them particularly resilient against
punctures or wear over time. However, the installation process is labor-intensive, and the weight

of the materials requires structural support that not all buildings can accommodate.

BUR systems continue to be a reliable choice in certain applications, especially for owners
prioritizing longevity and proven performance.

Factors That Influence the Right Choice
No single roofing system is universally ideal. The decision depends on several key factors:

Building design: Large, open-span buildings often favor flat systems, while smaller or
architecturally distinct buildings may benefit from sloped designs.

Climate: Regions with heavy snow or rain see advantages in sloped roofs, while flat roofs require
careful drainage solutions.



Budget: Upfront costs, maintenance expenses, and long-term durability all factor into financial
planning.

Usage: Roofs expected to carry equipment or foot traffic may require built-up or reinforced flat
systems.

Aesthetic goals: The appearance of the building often influences whether a flat or sloped roof is
appropriate.

Careful consideration of these elements ensures the selected system supports both structural
performance and long-term investment.

A Veteran Roofer’s Perspective

Thad Brown, owner and founder of Dynamic Alliance Roofing LLC in Wisconsin Rapids, has
worked in the roofing industry for more than 40 years. He emphasized the importance of
matching roofing design to building needs:

"Every roof tells a story about the building it covers. Flat, sloped, or built-up systems all have a
place, but the right choice comes down to how the building is used and the environment it faces.
After decades in this industry, the most consistent lesson is that thoughtful planning on the front
end prevents costly issues down the road."

The Role of Experience

With four decades of experience, Brown and his team have witnessed shifts in roofing
technology, materials, and installation methods. Despite these changes, the fundamentals
remain the same: roofs must protect, endure, and complement the structures beneath them.

Advances in single-ply membranes, metal coatings, and insulation systems have expanded the
options available for commercial property owners. Yet even with modern choices, the decision
still depends on the basics—climate, budget, design, and usage.

Conclusion

Commercial roofing is not one-size-fits-all. Flat roofs offer efficiency and accessibility, sloped
roofs provide superior drainage and aesthetics, and built-up systems deliver layered durability.
Selecting the right system requires understanding each option’s strengths and aligning them
with the building’s function and environment.

Dynamic Alliance Roofing LLC continues to highlight these considerations for businesses across
Wisconsin. By drawing on decades of experience, the company helps ensure that each project
reflects the right balance between practicality, performance, and longevity.
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