
Thailand’s Crypto-to-Baht Sandbox: A New Era
for Tourism and Financial Innovation

As Thailand rolls out its Crypto-to-Baht

“TouristDigiPay” sandbox, EBC Financial Group

examines how digital asset conversions could boost

tourist spending by 175 billion baht, positioning the

nation as both a tourism powerhouse and a financial

innovation

EBC Financial Group emphasises the

initiative as a blueprint for how nations

can unite innovation, security, and

economic growth.

THAILAND, August 27, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- In a move that

could redefine the future of tourism

and digital finance, Thailand has

announced the launch of its

“TouristDigiPay” sandbox project,

scheduled for late 2025. The initiative

will allow millions of foreign visitors to

seamlessly convert cryptocurrencies

into Thai baht for everyday spending,

with the government projecting it could

increase tourist expenditure by 10

percent — adding up to 175 billion

baht to the economy. By bridging

digital assets with traditional payment

infrastructure, Thailand is positioning itself not only as a global tourism leader but also as a

testbed for financial innovation in Asia. 

Tourism Meets Financial Innovation 

Tourism has long been a cornerstone of Thailand’s economy, accounting for around 20% of GDP

before the pandemic in 2019. The sector has rebounded strongly, with 35.5 million international

arrivals in 2024 generating nearly 1.7 trillion baht in revenue, close to the pre-pandemic peak of

40 million visitors. Against this backdrop, the sandbox offers a strategic lever to further elevate

Thailand’s tourism competitiveness by enabling tourists to exchange digital assets into baht via

regulated operators. 

“Tourism and finance are often seen as separate spheres, but Thailand is proving they can be

strategically linked,” said Samuel Hertz, Head of EBC Financial Group (APAC). “This initiative

http://www.einpresswire.com


recognises that travelers today are increasingly digital-first and demand flexible, cashless

options. It’s an evolution that could redefine the destination as a tourism hotspot.” 

Guardrails for Growth 

The sandbox will run for 18 months with strict compliance requirements, including Know Your

Customer (KYC), Customer Due Diligence (CDD), and adherence to Anti-Money Laundering (AML)

standards. Spending caps — 500,000 baht per month for larger merchants and 50,000 baht for

smaller vendors — are designed to balance innovation with financial security. 

“By embedding strong regulatory safeguards from the outset, Thailand is sending a clear

message that digital asset integration can be done responsibly,” Hertz noted.  

Beyond the Sandbox: A Model for Future Finance 

While the current focus is on tourism, future plans could extend the program to other high-value

sectors, including luxury purchases - signaling Thailand’s ambition to normalise digital asset use

in mainstream transactions. 

“Crypto-to-fiat conversions are not just about convenience,” Hertz explained. “They represent a

critical step in bridging traditional financial systems with emerging digital economies. Thailand’s

model could spark wider adoption across Asia and beyond, especially in markets where tourism

and innovation are both national priorities.” 

A Global Shift in Motion 

Globally, stablecoins and digital payment solutions are gaining momentum, with projections

estimating circulation to exceed USD 2 trillion by 2028. Countries like Japan and Bhutan are

already experimenting with similar models, but Thailand’s scale and global tourism appeal give it

outsized potential impact. 

“Thailand is not operating in isolation — it’s part of a global shift where digital assets are moving

from speculative investments into practical, everyday tools,” Hertz said. “This sandbox is

important because it shows what that transition can look like in the real economy.” 

Disclaimer: This article reflects the observations of EBC Financial Group (SVG) LLC and is for

reference only. It is not financial or investment advice. Trading in Contracts for Difference (CFDs)

and foreign exchange (FX) involves significant risk of loss, potentially exceeding your initial

investment. Before trading, you should carefully consider your financial status, investment

objectives, expertise, and risk appetite and consult an independent financial advisor if necessary,

as EBC Financial Group and its global entities are not liable for any damages arising from reliance

on this information. 



###  

About EBC Financial Group   

Founded in London, EBC Financial Group (EBC) is a global brand known for its expertise in

financial brokerage and asset management. Through its regulated entities operating across

major financial jurisdictions—including the UK, Australia, the Cayman Islands, Mauritius, and

others—EBC enables retail, professional, and institutional investors to access global markets and

trading opportunities, including currencies, commodities, CFDs and more. 

Trusted by investors in over 100 countries and honoured with global awards including multiple

year recognition from World Finance, EBC is widely regarded as one of the world’s best brokers

with titles including Best Trading Platform and Most Trusted Broker. With its strong regulatory

standing and commitment to transparency, EBC has also been consistently ranked among the

top brokers—trusted for its ability to deliver secure, innovative, and client-first trading solutions

across competitive international markets. 

EBC’s subsidiaries are licensed and regulated within their respective jurisdictions. EBC Financial

Group (UK) Limited is regulated by the UK's Financial Conduct Authority (FCA); EBC Financial

Group (Cayman) Limited is regulated by the Cayman Islands Monetary Authority (CIMA); EBC

Financial Group (Australia) Pty Ltd, and EBC Asset Management Pty Ltd are regulated by

Australia's Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC); EBC Financial (MU) Ltd is authorised

and regulated by the Financial Services Commission Mauritius (FSC). 

At the core of EBC are a team of industry veterans with over 40 years of experience in major

financial institutions. Having navigated key economic cycles from the Plaza Accord and 2015

Swiss franc crisis to the market upheavals of the COVID-19 pandemic. We foster a culture where

integrity, respect, and client asset security are paramount, ensuring that every investor

relationship is handled with the utmost seriousness it deserves. 

EBC is a proud official foreign exchange partner of FC Barcelona and continues to drive impactful

partnerships to empower communities – namely through the UN Foundation’s United to Beat

Malaria initiative, Oxford University’s Department of Economics, and a diverse range of partners

to champion initiatives in global health, economics, education, and sustainability. 
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