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Invisible Wounds Foundation Launches Brain
Health Collaborative to Combat Traumatic
Brain Injury and Prevent Suicides

A post-9/11 study of veterans found that suicide rates were 56% higher

in veterans with TBI, and Special Operations Forces are twice as likely to
sustain a TBI '

CHICAGO, IL, UNITED STATES, September 8, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Today, in advance of the 24th anniversary of

9-11, the Invisible Wounds Foundation, a Chicago-based nonprofit FOUND TION
foundation dedicated to advancing the science to diagnose, treat,

and eventually preventing traumatic brain injury (TBI) in Special

Operations Forces, announced the launch of its Brain Health Collaborative.

The Collaborative is a collective of researchers, academic institutions, philanthropic supporters,
government agencies, and private stakeholders committed to advancing combat and blast-
induced TBI research to ensure the rapid development of a diagnostic and treatments. While the
focus is on Special Operations Forces, the research will benefit all service members and veterans
suffering from TBI.

“The invisible wounds of TBI are impacting and taking the lives of our nation’s elite warriors at
alarming rates. The Brain Health Collaborative will unite all stakeholders to accelerate progress
toward understanding the root cause of TBIs and developing the first diagnostic and effective
treatments as quickly as possible. Our service members deserve nothing less, and the only way
we can achieve this is through collaboration,” said Shannon Connell, Chief Executive Officer of
the Invisible Wounds Foundation.

Recognized as the signature wound of the Global War on Terror, TBIs are frequently caused by
repeated exposure to blasts from weapons during combat and training, which can cause
ongoing physical and behavioral symptoms such as headaches, blurred vision, sleeplessness,
irritability, anxiety, depression, and suicidal ideation.

Between 2000 and 2020, over 460,000 U.S. service members were diagnosed with TBI (DOD TBI
Worldwide Numbers, 2021, (U.S. Department of Defense). In 2023 alone, the Traumatic Brain
Injury Center of Excellence reported 20,000 new TBI cases among active service members and
veterans.


http://www.einpresswire.com

“Addressing TBI is a no-fail mission. Just as our warriors show absolute commitment in serving
this nation, we must show the same commitment to advancing the science that will deliver
reliable diagnostics and effective treatments,” said Connell.

To advise the Collaborative, the Foundation established a Medical and Science Advisory Council
(MSAC), composed of preeminent doctors and scientists in the fields of brain health and military-
related TBI research. Led by the Foundation's Chief Medical Scientist, Dr. James Kelly, the former
Founder and Director of the National Intrepid Center of Excellence (NICoE) at Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center, the MSAC will identify the most promising TBI research projects
to recommend to the Collaborative for funding.

“After working in the brain health field for more than 30 years, I'm honored to help lead the Brain
Health Collaborative. It is a powerful way to bring together the finest minds and resources to
identify and fund the most promising research ideas. I'm confident it will produce the first true
diagnostic and most effective treatments for blast-induced TBI,” said Dr. James Kelly, the
Foundation’s Chief Medical Scientist.
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About the Invisible Wounds Foundation

Invisible Wounds Foundation exists to safeguard the brain health of America’s warriors. Through
collaboration with leading medical researchers and scientists, government agencies, and its
partner community, the Foundation is advancing science to diagnose, treat, and eventually
prevent blast and combat-induced brain injuries among Special Operations Forces and other
warfighters. Learn more at invisiblewoundsfoundation.org

For more information, contact:

Caitlin Carroll, Vice President of External Relations
(310) 824-3997

ccarroll@invisiblewounds.org

Caitlin B Carroll

Invisible Wounds Foundation
+1 310-824-3997

email us here

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/846521240

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable


http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5372708
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/846521240

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

