
K-Culture and Nightlife Initiatives Drive
Tourism Growth in Busan, South Korea

Gamcheon Culture Village, the "Machu Picchu of

Busan," is illuminated at night in Busan, South Korea.

(Source: Busan Metropolitan City)

The Haeundae Blueline Park train travels along the

scenic coastline in Busan, South Korea. (Source:

Busan Metropolitan City)

Busan is emerging as a premier night-

tourism destination, blending its coastal

charm with a vibrant K-culture scene.

SINGAPORE, SINGAPORE, September

11, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Busan,

South Korea's leading maritime

gateway and home to the nation’s

largest port, has emerged as a premier

night-tourism destination. In 2024, the

city welcomed 2.93 million

international visitors and according to

the Korea Tourism Organization, Busan

is the top-ranked night travel spot

among domestical travelers. This trend

is fueled by the global popularity of K-

culture and the city's robust nightlife

infrastructure and amenities. Notably,

Singapore has emerged as a key

growth market, with visitors from

Singapore to Busan up 76 percent

compared with the 2019 pre-pandemic

baseline.

Culture, Cuisine, and Wellness by

Night

Busan's night scene offers a diverse

range of experiences that go beyond

sightseeing.

Exploring K-Content-Inspired Elements:

With burgeoning interest in the Netflix

series "K-Pop Demon Hunters",

travelers are exploring Busan to experience the Korean cultural elements featured in the

http://www.einpresswire.com


‘Dwaeji gukbap’ (pork and rice soup) and night market

gimbap, two signature dishes of Busan, are shown.

(Source: Busan Metropolitan City)

animation. In a special event for its

global fanbase, the 2025 Busan

International Film Festival will host

Korea’s first sing-along screening of the

series' soundtrack. For those looking to

experience a setting reminiscent of the

animation, popular spots include the

mystical Bokcheonsa Temple, the

colorful Gamcheon Culture Village, the

Somang Steps Monorail, and the

Haeundae Blueline Park Sky Capsules.

A Culinary Destination: Busan

cemented its credentials as a culinary

city in 2024 with the debut of the

Michelin Guide Busan. The city offers a

wide range of dining options, from

street foods like ‘gimbap’ and ‘dwaeji gukbap’ (pork and rice soup, a Busan original) to Korea's

representative fish cake (eomuk), ‘hotteok’ (sweet pancakes), fresh sashimi, and even large-scale

bakery cafes.

Nightlife Along the Coastline: The Gwangalli-Haeundae corridor serves as Busan's primary

nightlife hub. Gwangalli Beach offers dazzling drone light shows every Saturday night, and the

Busan Fireworks Festival, held every November, attracts approximately 1 million visitors. Millac

The Market, a cultural complex in Suyeong-gu and a 2022 Busan Architecture Awards winner, is

open until midnight. This multi-cultural complex is an indoor, pub-style night market with floor-

to-ceiling windows that provide panoramic views of the ocean and the Gwangan Bridge, where

visitors can enjoy dining, shopping, and entertainment.

Wellness After Dark: The city’s K-beauty scene offers personal color consultations and nail salons

that operate late into the evening. Visitors can also capture their memories at popular photo

booths. For a unique cultural experience, Heosimcheong, the nation's largest traditional

bathhouse, offers a traditional Korean body scrub (ttaemili). Additionally, both Centum Spaland

and Club D Oasis Spa & Water Park provide luxurious spa facilities at competitive prices,

complete with impressive night views.

Investment and Economic Impact

Busan is actively expanding its night-tourism offerings through the "Starry Night Busan"

initiative, which provides diverse programs across the city, from casual camping-style acoustic

concerts on the beach to romantic evening cruises on the harbor.

At the national level, the Korean government is elevating the night economy; accordingly, Busan

has made night tourism a pillar of its global-city strategy. Travel convenience is enhanced by



direct flights from Singapore Airlines and Jeju Air, and the Visit Busan Pass offers free entry to

over 39 facilities and discounts at over 160 venues.

With its unique blend of coastal features and urban culture, Busan continues to make significant

investments to solidify its position as a world leader in night tourism.
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