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Young Collectors’ Guide: How to Start a Watch
Collection on a Budget

Educational insights from experts and
accessible strategies are helping a new
generation of enthusiasts begin their
watch-collecting journey.

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES,
December 17, 2025/
EINPresswire.com/ -- For decades,
watch collecting was seen as a pursuit
reserved for seasoned enthusiasts and
wealthy connoisseurs. Iconic names
like Rolex, Patek Philippe, and
Audemars Piguet often carried price
tags beyond the reach of beginners.
But in today’s world, a new wave of
collectors is emerging—young people
who want to enjoy horology without
spending a fortune.

A young enthusiast opens a watch box, symbolizing
the first step in building a meaningful
collection—proof that starting a watch-collecting
journey doesn't have to break the bank.

With the rise of educational content, online communities, and budget-friendly opportunities,

starting a watch collection has never been more accessible. Avi-Meir Zaslavsky, founder of
999Watches, offers advice to help beginners build

“ meaningful collections without breaking the bank.

Starting a watch collection
doesn't require wealth—it
requires passion, patience,
and curiosity. Even with a
modest budget, young
collectors can build stories
that last a lifetime”

Avi-Meir Zaslavsky

“You don't need to start with a safe full of expensive
watches to call yourself a collector,” Zaslavsky explains.
“What matters most is curiosity, learning, and finding
timepieces that speak to you personally. A collection
should tell a story, not just reflect a price tag.”

For new collectors, the first step is education.
Understanding different types of movements—mechanical,

automatic, and quartz—is key to appreciating what makes each watch unique. While mechanical
and automatic watches carry the romance of craftsmanship, quartz watches are typically more


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.facebook.com/999WatchesG/

affordable and reliable for everyday
wear.

There are also various watch
categories to consider: dive watches,
dress watches, chronographs, pilot
watches, and field watches, to name a
few. Each has its own history and
design language. Beginners are
encouraged to explore these
categories to see what resonates
most.

According to Zaslavsky:

“One of the joys of collecting is
discovery. You may start with a simple
quartz watch and later find yourself
fascinated by mechanical
chronographs or vintage divers. Every
watch you buy teaches you something
new.”

Starting small doesn’t mean sacrificing
quality. Many respected brands offer
excellent entry-level watches that
combine durability, design, and
heritage at reasonable prices. Brands
like Seiko, Citizen, Tissot, Orient, and
Hamilton are often recommended for
beginners.

For under a few hundred dollars, a
collector can find mechanical watches
that demonstrate fine craftsmanship,

Affordable yet timeless—young collectors are
learning that building a meaningful watch collection
starts with value, passion, and curiosity, not just
luxury price tags.

——

Avintage-inspired timepiece rests alongside old-
world treasures, reminding young collectors that
starting a meaningful watch collection doesn't require
wealth—just curiosity, patience, and passion.

such as the Seiko 5 Sports or the Orient Bambino. Swiss-made options from Tissot or Certina
often provide affordable entry points into the world of Swiss horology.

“The key is to focus on value rather than prestige,” says Zaslavsky. “A Seiko diver or a Hamilton
field watch may not carry the same luxury status as a Rolex, but they are beautifully made and
rich with history. These are the kinds of watches that inspire passion in young collectors.”

One of the most exciting ways to build a budget-friendly collection is exploring vintage watches.
Platforms such as eBay, Chrono24, and local watch fairs often offer hidden gems from lesser-



known brands.

Vintage pieces can be highly affordable while offering unique designs and historical significance.
Many brands that were popular in the mid-20th century no longer exist, making their watches
intriguing for collectors who value rarity and storytelling.

However, beginners should proceed with caution. Authenticity, condition, and service history are
crucial when buying vintage.

Zaslavsky advises:

“Always research before buying vintage. Look at seller reviews, ask questions, and don't rush.
Even with a limited budget, you can find remarkable pieces, but patience and knowledge are
your best tools.”

Watch collecting has become increasingly accessible thanks to online communities. Social media
groups, YouTube channels, and forums like Watchuseek provide a wealth of educational
resources. Beginners can learn about movements, brand histories, and collecting strategies
directly from experienced enthusiasts.

These communities also encourage dialogue and mentorship. A young collector can post a photo
of a potential purchase and receive feedback from experts around the world.

“The watch community is one of the most welcoming I've ever seen,” notes Zaslavsky. “Collectors
love to share knowledge. Beginners should never feel intimidated—asking questions is the
fastest way to grow.”

Rather than buying randomly, young collectors are encouraged to define a focus for their
collection. This could be based on style (such as vintage dress watches), function (like dive
watches), or even a theme (such as birth-year watches). Having a theme helps guide purchases
and creates a collection that feels cohesive and meaningful.

Zaslavsky suggests:

“Think about the story you want your collection to tell. Are you fascinated by aviation history?
Then pilot watches might be your focus. Do you love the aesthetics of the 1970s? Explore vintage
watches from that decade. Collecting is about expression.”

A common challenge for young collectors is resisting the urge to overspend. With luxury watch
prices frequently making headlines, it's easy to feel pressure to chase prestigious names.
However, restraint is vital for sustainable collecting.

Setting a budget for each purchase ensures the hobby remains enjoyable rather than stressful.
Collectors should also account for maintenance costs, as mechanical watches require regular
servicing.



“l always encourage new collectors to pace themselves,” Zaslavsky emphasizes. “A thoughtful
purchase is more rewarding than an impulsive one. It's better to buy one watch you love than
three watches you'll later regret.”

Mistakes are part of the journey. Every collector has purchased a watch they later sold or
regretted, but these experiences provide valuable lessons. Over time, collectors develop sharper
instincts and a deeper appreciation for what truly excites them.

Experimenting with different watches is part of discovering personal taste. Some may find
themselves drawn to simple minimalist designs, while others gravitate toward bold
complications or vintage oddities.

“Don't be afraid of making small mistakes,” Zaslavsky advises. “Every misstep brings you closer to
understanding what kind of collector you want to be. Think of it as tuition for your watch
education.”

While some watches increase in value, beginners are encouraged to focus on passion rather
than profit. Market trends are unpredictable, and speculation can overshadow the joy of
collecting.

That said, learning which brands and models retain value is still useful. Watches from certain
brands—such as Rolex, Omega, or Tudor—tend to hold their value well, but they may stretch the
budget of a beginner.

“My advice is simple,” says Zaslavsky. “Collect first with your heart, then with your head. If a
watch brings you joy every time you put it on your wrist, that's the best return on investment you
can get.”

The beauty of watch collecting lies in its accessibility. Whether starting with a $50 quartz piece or
a $500 entry-level mechanical, every collection begins with a single watch. Over time, that
collection can grow into a reflection of personal history, taste, and passion.

Zaslavsky concludes:

“Young collectors are the future of this community. They are redefining what it means to be a
collector—not by chasing status, but by embracing knowledge, creativity, and accessibility. That's
what makes watch collecting timeless.”

Starting a watch collection on a budget is not only possible, but also deeply rewarding. With
careful research, patience, and a focus on personal connection, young collectors can build

meaningful collections that will bring joy for years to come.

The rise of digital platforms, supportive communities, and accessible brands ensures that this



once-exclusive hobby is now open to anyone with curiosity and passion. For young enthusiasts,
the message is clear: you don't need a fortune to start collecting—you just need a love for the
craft of timekeeping.
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