
AB 265 Clears California Senate, Heads to
Governor for Signature

CA WBC Network Applauds Asm Caloza for Bill Protecting Women-Owned, Rural, and Underserved

Small Businesses

SACRAMENTO, CA, UNITED STATES, September 15, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The California

Governor Newsom has

always been a champion for

entrepreneurs, and signing

this bill will cement that

legacy.”

Nancy Swift

State Senate showed its support for California’s small

businesses by passing AB 265 (Asm. Caloza; co-authored

by Sen. Cortese), a key measure that expands disaster-

response resources for California’s small businesses. With

Senate approval, the bill now moves to Governor Gavin

Newsom for signature.

“Disasters don’t discriminate, but recovery resources often

do. AB 265 ensures that all small business

owners—including women-owned, rural and those in underserved communities—can access

recovery assistance when they need it most," said Nancy Swift, Chair of the California Women's

Business Centers Network (CA WBC). "Governor Newsom has always been a champion for

entrepreneurs, and signing this bill will cement that legacy.”

AB 265 authorizes targeted recovery support for small businesses affected by gubernatorial

declared disasters. The legislation ensures faster access to technical advising, capital resources,

and recovery tools to accelerate long-term rebuilding.

“Governor Newsom's signature on AB 265 represents hope and stability for the small business

owners whose success is essential to California’s economic strength,” said Assemblymember,

Assistant Majority Whip,  Jessica Caloza (District 52), lead author of AB 265.

The California Women’s Business Centers Network (CA WBC) applauds Assemblymember Jessica

Caloza—the freshman and first Filipina woman elected to the California Assembly—for her swift

authorship of AB 265 in the wake of this year’s devastating wildfires. CA WBC stands with fellow

statewide small business advocates in urging swift enactment of this measure to strengthen

recovery for small businesses across California.

About The California Women’s Business Centers Network (CA WBC): 

CA WBC Network fuels women-led business success, job creation & childcare access. Continued

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB265
http://a52.asmdc.org/
http://californiawbc.org


support = lasting impact for families & communities. Visit us at californiawbc.org
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