
Wilderness Island Tours Elevates Icy Strait
Excursions Tour with Stronger Sustainable
Tourism Standards

Wilderness Island Tours enhances its Icy Strait Excursions with stronger sustainability practices,

smaller groups, and deeper Tlingit cultural interpretation.

HOONAH, AK, UNITED STATES, September 22, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Wilderness Island

Our updated approach

strengthens both

conservation and cultural

respect, ensuring guests

experience Icy Strait in a

way that honors wildlife, the

land, and the Tlingit

community.”

Owner

Tours, LLC today announced enhanced sustainability

commitments across its flagship Icy Strait Excursions Tour,

aligning on-the-ground operations in Hoonah and on

Chichagof Island with best practices in environmental

stewardship and cultural respect. The refreshed standards

center on wildlife-safe guiding protocols, reduced-impact

transportation, smaller group sizes, and deeper Tlingit

cultural interpretation designed and delivered by local

experts.

Travel planners and media seeking responsible Alaska

shore excursions can learn more about the Icy Strait

Excursions Tour, request schedules coordinated with cruise arrivals, or inquire about small-

group availability at https://wildernessislandtours.com/.

Demand for responsible, small-group Alaska experiences continues to rise across the cruise and

independent travel sectors. Around Icy Strait and Hoonah, operators have emphasized

conservation and community benefit as core to the visitor experience. Wilderness Island Tours’

updates reflect that shift by codifying practices that minimize disturbance in sensitive habitats

while strengthening pathways for visitors to engage respectfully with Tlingit heritage in Hoonah,

Alaska’s largest Tlingit community.

Key sustainability upgrades for the 2025 season

- Wildlife-first viewing protocols: Increased default standoff distances, time limits at active

sightings, guide-led spacing between vehicles, and strict no-feeding/no-calling rules to reduce

stress on bears, eagles, and wildlife.

- Lower-impact transport: Consolidated departures, anti-idling standards, route planning to avoid
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known nesting or denning areas, and preference for smaller-capacity vehicles to limit footprint.

- Smaller group sizes: Tighter caps for land-based outings to decrease noise and trail wear while

improving interpretive quality.

- Leave No Trace education: Pre-tour briefings on waste, trail etiquette, and sensitive flora; refill

options to discourage single-use plastics.

- Local-led interpretation: Expanded Tlingit perspectives on place names, subsistence traditions,

and cultural history woven throughout the itinerary.

- Guide training: Annual refreshers on wildlife behavior, safety, cultural protocols, and visitor

management aligned to current conditions around Icy Strait.

What visitors can expect on the Icy Strait Excursions Tour

- Interpretive depth: Field talks on coastal temperate rainforest ecology, salmon cycles, raptor

behavior, and the cultural significance of places across Chichagof Island.

- Seasonal authenticity: In-season stops that highlight natural cycles—such as berry observation

and plant identification—are implemented only when they are appropriate for maintaining

habitat health.

- Safety and preparedness: Clear briefings on terrain, weather, and wildlife etiquette;

communication protocols coordinated with port timing to help ensure on-time ship returns.

- Photography mindfulness: Guidance for low-impact viewing and positioning to avoid crowding

animals or blocking trails.

The company notes that conservation outcomes and guest experience are linked: smaller groups

lower disturbance and enhance interpretation, improving sighting quality without increasing

pressure on wildlife.

Community benefit and cultural stewardship

Wilderness Island Tours’ approach prioritizes local economic participation and cultural integrity.

The company expands opportunities for local talent in guiding and operations, sources goods

and services locally when feasible, and integrates community feedback into guide training and

route planning. Interpretive elements highlight Tlingit perspectives with attention to accuracy

and respectful storytelling.

About Wilderness Island Tours, LLC

Wilderness Island Tours is a Hoonah-based operator providing guided excursions that highlight

the natural and cultural richness of Icy Strait and Chichagof Island. The company focuses on

small-group, locally led experiences that prioritize wildlife welfare, trail stewardship, and

meaningful cultural interpretation. Operations emphasize coordination with port schedules,

visitor safety, and interpretive quality across every departure.
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