ﬁPREsswiRE

Empowering Rural Connectivity Through
Smarter Pole Management

How Member-Owned Electric Co-ops Can

Cost-Effectively Expand Rural Broadband .
with Optimized Pole Data Collection Mca p t l I re

CHARLOTTE, NC, UNITED STATES,
September 23, 2025/
EINPresswire.com/ -- Across the U.S.,
rural electric cooperatives (co-ops) have long played a critical role in delivering electricity to
underserved areas. Now, they're stepping up again, this time to help close the digital divide by
enabling broadband access for millions of Americans. Whether partnering with telecom
providers or building their own networks, co-ops are at the forefront of rural connectivity.

Survey Smarter, Faster...

However, this growth introduces a new challenge: ensuring pole infrastructure is ready to handle
broadband expansion. Outdated or incomplete pole data can slow down permitting, complicate
make-ready efforts, and raise compliance risks. Every broadband attachment requires precise
information like pole height, load capacity, and equipment clearances. Without it, project
timelines stall and costs increase.

To overcome these challenges, co-ops are turning to mobile-first tools that enable faster, more
accurate pole inspections. These tools eliminate the need for expensive hardware or heavy IT
support.

FIELD-READY TOOLS FOR SELF-SUFFICIENT TEAMS

Most co-ops operate with lean teams, wide service areas, and limited access to IT resources.
That's why field-first platforms like D8Acapture are gaining traction. It allows utility crews to
collect and manage pole data independently using just an iPhone or iPad.

With one technician, co-ops can create a digital twin of the entire distribution network by
capturing AR-accurate pole heights, GPS-tagged images, attachment data, and structural notes in
minutes. Once captured, the data syncs automatically with office teams. This supports
engineering reviews, permitting workflows, and clean, exportable records that can integrate
frictionlessly into GIS platforms, engineering tools, or permitting software.

No specialized equipment or complex training is needed. Field crews can begin scanning within


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://d8averse.com/

minutes and typically complete their first inspection in under 20 minutes.

SUPPORTING BROADBAND ROLLOUTS AT SPEED

For co-ops expanding broadband service, accurate pole data is critical. Each telecom or third-
party attachment must be reviewed for safety compliance and load limits. Traditional workflows
such as multiple field visits, manual measurements, and back-office data entry are slow and
inefficient.

D8Acapture transforms this process. Co-ops can reduce the time to gather permit-ready data by
up to 70%, accelerating approvals and cutting administrative overhead. Most importantly, the
platform gives co-ops direct control of their infrastructure data without relying on third-party
systems or vendor lock-in.

In Florida, one co-op used D8Acapture to inspect over 180 poles ahead of hurricane season. Not
only did this improve storm readiness, it also enabled faster responses to broadband
partnerships and joint-use requests.

STAY AUDIT-READY AND STORM-PREPARED

Beyond broadband, regulatory agencies require co-ops to keep accurate, current records on pole
condition, spacing, and third-party use. Manual collection often results in fragmented or
outdated data, and generating compliance reports can take weeks.

D8Acapture simplifies this with real-time cloud syncing, GPS tagging, and photo documentation
that create an immediate audit trail. Co-ops can generate clean, exportable records that can
integrate frictionlessly into GIS platforms, engineering tools, or permitting software. This level of
visibility supports faster reporting, stronger regulatory compliance, and more efficient joint-use
coordination.

When storms strike, co-ops equipped with accurate pole data can prioritize restoration, identify
vulnerable equipment, and reduce downtime for their members.

TAKE BACK CONTROL OF YOUR INFRASTRUCTURE DATA

A major benefit of using D8Acapture is ownership. Co-ops own the poles, and now they can own
the data too. There is no need for proprietary systems, long-term contracts, or outside data
management.

The platform scales with the needs of each utility, from small upgrades to region-wide
broadband deployment. By putting powerful tools in the hands of field crews, D8Acapture
enables faster decisions, more efficient inspections, and reduced dependence on third parties.

A SMARTER PATH FORWARD FOR RURAL CO-OPS
Rural electric cooperatives were founded on principles of service and self-reliance. As they take
on new roles in broadband expansion and grid modernization, tools that promote field



autonomy and data accuracy will be essential.

Smart pole management is not just about speed. It is about building the next phase of rural
infrastructure with confidence. With D8Acapture, co-ops can stay audit-ready, accelerate
broadband deployment, and get more done with the crews they already have.

When every pole counts, the path forward starts with better data and the right tools to capture
it.

To learn more about how D8Acapture supports broadband expansion and rural infrastructure
resilience, visit www.d8averse.com.
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