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Lincoln County Deputies Documented
Appearing as Prosecutors in Court
Proceedings

Deputies appeared as prosecutors during an Aug. 25,
2025, Lincoln County hearing. A Sept. 22 motion to
dismiss cited unauthorized practice of law.

MERRILL, WI, UNITED STATES, September 30, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Records obtained by Kyle
Corrigan, Chief Investigator of Bright Line
Investigations LLC, following traffic stops on July 17,
2025, have brought to light a longstanding practice in
Lincoln County. Court records and official
correspondence confirm that deputies with the
Lincoln County Sheriff's Office have appeared on
behalf of the State in traffic court proceedings for
nearly 20 years.

Traffic citations in Case No. 25TR823 and 25TR855
(Lincoln County Circuit Court) list District Attorney
Kristopher Ellis as the prosecuting attorney of record.
However, in a records response, Chief Deputy Tyler
lverson explained: “Depending on the judge, the Court
Officer may negotiate with a defendant on a case and
present that agreement to the court, or request dismissal of a citation.”

Chief Investigator Kyle Corrigan

The office of the District Attorney is vested with the responsibility and duty (R&D) to prosecute
cases on behalf of the State of Wisconsin. District Attorney Ellis was appointed to the Lincoln
County seat by Governor Tony Evers in July 2022 to fill the vacancy created when former DA
Galen Bayne-Allison was elected to the circuit court bench. Ellis remains the prosecuting
authority of record in Lincoln County.

The August 25, 2025, court proceeding was the first time the matter was formally raised on the
record. The proceedings were presided over by Judge Galen Bayne-Allison, who was elected to
the bench in 2022 after serving as Lincoln County District Attorney. The practice of deputies
appearing on behalf of the State, now confirmed by Chief Deputy Iverson, likely dates back to the
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period when Bayne-Allison himself
served as District Attorney, given
lverson’s statement that this practice
has been in place throughout his 19
years of service.

On September 22, 2025, Corrigan filed
a motion to dismiss citing
unauthorized practice of law (UPL). The
filing was based on court records and
lverson’s confirmation that deputies
had been performing prosecutorial
functions with judicial approval.

Wisconsin law prohibits non-attorneys
from practicing law, including the
representation of the State in court
proceedings (Wis. Stat. § 757.30(2); SCR
23). In State v. Kopp, 2011 WI 105, the
Wisconsin Supreme Court reaffirmed
that prosecutorial authority is limited
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Caption Responsible Court Official Case Number
Lincoln County vs. Kyle Patrick Corrigan Jessica Fehrenbach 2025TR000823
Filing Date Filing Court Official Classification
07-18-2025 Jessica Fehrenbach Equipment Violation
Disposition Date Disposition Court Official Disposition Next Action(s)
11-06-2025 02:00 pm Final pre-trial
12-17-202502:30 pm Court trial
Defendant Name Address Race Sex Date of Birth
Kyle Patrick Corrigan [ Caucasian Male -
Stevens Point W1 54481
Prosecuting Attorney Defense Attorney
Kristopher R Ellis
Count Offense  Description Citation Severity Modifiers / Plea Disposition Sentences
Date Number Mod. Severity

1 07-17-2025 TR305.32(4)(b)2BK5927110 Forf. U Not Guilty

Vent/Side

Window

Excessive

Tinting

Court Reporter
Tape/Counter

Date Court Record Entries Court Official Location

08-25-2025 Intake Galen Bayne-Allison Michelle M Livingston
11:08 AM - Cases 25TRB23 & 25TRB855 called. Kyle Corrigan in court without
counsel. Lt Tollefson appears on behalf of the State. Corrigan pleads not

guilty. Cases routed to JA for scheduling.

NOTE: This is not necessarily the complete Court Record for this case.

Court Record Minutes Confirming UPL of Lincoln
County Sheriff's Lt. Tolleffson & Judge Galen Bayne-
Allison Presiding

to licensed attorneys, and that law enforcement officers cannot act in that capacity on behalf of

the State.

Depending on the judge, the
Court Officer may negotiate
with a defendant on a case
and present that agreement
to the court, or request
dismissal of a citation.”

Chief Deputy Tyler Iverson -
Lincoln County Sheriff's Office

About Bright Line Investigations

State Representative Brent Jacobson (R-Mosinee), who
serves Wisconsin's 87th Assembly District and also
practices law, has been made aware of these
circumstances. Bright Line Investigations LLC, along with
concerned members of the public, are seeking guidance
from the Wisconsin Attorney General in the form of an
official opinion on whether these practices comply with
state law on a statewide basis. Human intelligence sources
(HUMINT) have indicated that similar practices may be
occurring in multiple other counties, and records requests
are being initiated to confirm the scope of this issue.

Bright Line Investigations LLC, founded in 2014, is a multi-state licensed private detective and
security agency. The firm specializes in civil rights investigations, criminal and civil defense
investigations, surveillance operations, and compliance matters. Bright Line also provides
advanced firearms training for private security and investigative professionals and offers expert
witness services in firearms use of force and investigative procedures. Chief Investigator Kyle



Corrigan, MS, CIFI, serves on the Board of Directors
of the National Council of Investigation and Security
Services (NCISS) and brings more than 17 years of
investigative experience.

Kyle Corrigan

Bright Line Investigations LLC
+ +1 888-407-7380
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