ﬁPREsswiRE

Fernwayer Expands to Japan with Rare, Story-
Led Cultural Experiences

Fernwayer’s photographic tours, hands-
on workshops and culinary experiences -
led by local experts - offer an authentic
connection to Japanese culture.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, UNITED STATES,
September 29, 2025/
EINPresswire.com/ -- Fernwayer, the
curated travel marketplace, today
announced the launch of immersive
experiences in Japan, marking its first
foray into Asia after building a strong
portfolio across Europe and Central
and South America. Known for its
refined traditions, layered aesthetics,
and deeply rooted cultural practices,
Japan continues to rank among the
world's most sought-after destinations. Fernwayer’s partnerships with local experts enable
travelers to experience the country’s culture in deeper, more personal ways — through private,
story-rich tours designed for meaningful access.

-

By joining Fernwayer's The City of Japanese Dolls
tours, travelers will explore an ancient center of doll
making, where artisans preserve a unique tradition.

“ Fernwayer’s launch portfolio includes curated experiences
in Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka, with day trips to surrounding
cultural sites. While visitors regularly flock to these major
cities, many leave with only a surface understanding.
Whether navigating alone or joining fast-paced group
tours, the result is often the same: a whirlwind of
landmarks with little space for context or connection.

What Fernwayer seeks to do
is build bridges, so that the
spirit of omotenashi can be
felt not just as comfort, but
as the welcoming
anticipation of shared
stories — and a deeper
sense of place.”

Vinitaa Jayson

“People often say Japan can feel difficult to enter as a
traveler,” says Vinitaa Jayson, co-founder of Fernwayer.
“Not because it's unwelcoming — it's one of the safest,

kindest places in the world — but because it's different. The pace is slower. There's a formality to
how connection happens, a cultural rhythm that can make visitors wonder if they'll always feel
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like outsiders. What Fernwayer seeks
to do is build bridges — connecting
travelers with people who offer
warmth, context, and trust. So that the
spirit of omotenashi can be felt not just
as comfort, but as the welcoming
anticipation of shared stories — and a
deeper sense of place.”

Fernwayer’s Japan collection reflects
this philosophy. The experiences are
private, immersive, and led by expert
guides who open doors to deeper
cultural understanding. They are
designed to foster connection — with
place, people, and story.

In one of the available private tours in
Tokyo, a nationally recognized kimono
expert welcomes guests into her home
for a personal session on the history of
Japanese textiles, offering a chance to
see and handle museum-quality pieces
from her collection. In one of
Fernwayer's Kyoto tours, guests
participate in a portrait photoshoot
guided by a professional
photographer, with a Maiko
(apprentice Geisha) as the subject. The
conversation unfolds naturally along
the way, opening a window into her
world: her daily routines, the discipline
it takes, and her personal story.

JAPAN'S HERITAGE, GUIDED BY EXPERTS

By booking a Fernwayer tour in Kyoto, you'll have the
opportunity to meet a a Maiko (apprentice Geisha)
and learn about her daily routines and the
contemporary significance of this Japanese tradition.

With the Kyoto of Small Things Tour you'll visit Kyoto's
Arashiyama, exploring folk sculpture, moss temples,
traditional craft shops

Fernwayer’s Japan experiences are designed to engage travelers with aspects of Japanese culture
through expertise, lived knowledge, and connections built over time. In Osaka, travelers are
welcomed into a Buddhist temple to experience monastic life, including meditation and a shojin-

ryori vegetarian meal.

Other experiences curate landmark sites and lesser-known places into half- and full-day
narratives designed for travelers with limited time but the curiosity to go deeper. Tokyo Through
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Time weaves together the Imperial Palace, Senso-ji Temple, and Tokyo Skytree into the story of
the city’s evolution, from the seat of a samurai warlord to one of the world’'s most cutting-edge
capitals.

The Kyoto of Small Things leads travelers through corners of Arashiyama, linking family-run craft
shops, forgotten temples, and folk Buddhist art. How to Read Kyoto offers a full-day route
through the city’s eastern districts, beginning at Ginkaku-ji — where the concept of wabi-sabi
first shaped Japanese aesthetics — and winding past temples, canals, and seasonal gardens. Also
in Kyoto, The Geometry of Zen Gardens, led by an accredited garden designer, shares how Zen
gardens are systems of thought — shaped by Buddhist, Shinto, and aesthetic principles — and
how every stone, path, and line reflects deeper values.

THE DIVERSE WORLD OF JAPANESE CUISINE

Japan’s gastronomic culture is renowned for its quality, thanks to the abundance of fresh
ingredients from both sea and land. Seasonality plays a central role, with ingredients,
preparation, and even presentation shifting in response to nature’s rhythms. Staples like soba
noodles and sake have been produced commercially in Japan for five centuries. In Kobe, a
Fernwayer guide introduces Nada Gogo, one of Japan'’s oldest sake-producing areas, going
beyond sake brewery tastings to highlight the traditional crafts that have supported Japan’s sake
culture for centuries.

Meanwhile, in a more casual approach to Japanese drinking culture, a Kyoto-based chef
introduces guests to the social world of tachinomi - standing bars that are an evening relaxation
ritual for Kyoto's office workers.

Fernwayer also offers tours that involve guests in preparing and cooking Japanese food. In
Dashi: Japan’s Hidden Elixir, a chef demonstrates how to prepare this ubiquitous ingredient in
Japanese cuisine. Then, he teaches guests how to use it in Western-style cooking, creating a
three-course meal from dashi in his Kyoto restaurant.

PRIVATE PHOTOGRAPHY EXPERIENCES IN TOKYO

Fernwayer partners with local photographers in Tokyo who both celebrate its futuristic energy
and offer counterpoints through photo walks that trace cultural continuity and human-scale
narratives. A photographer who has documented changes in a favorite Tokyo neighborhood for
over a decade takes guests on a photowalk that shows how the city is evolving. A photojournalist
leads a quest for Tokyo's Shinise, businesses that have endured for hundreds of years, run by
generations of the same family.

Tokyo's unique festivals are perfect for photography, but events like Sanja Matsuri, which draws
nearly two million spectators, can be intimidating for visiting photographers. Fernwayer’s expert
guides, with years of experience photographing festivals, help guests navigate the crowds and



find the best vantage points to capture the action.
CELEBRATING JAPANESE CRAFT TRADITIONS

During Japan'’s nearly three centuries of peace in the Edo Period (1603-1868), traditional crafts
flourished. Many of these practices continue today, sustained by artisans who take pride in their
craft and seek to pass it on. A washi paper expert leads a half-day experience through Kyoto's
handmade paper traditions — from the making of washi to its role in Japanese interiors —
ending with a curated visit to specialty shops.

A kintsugi specialist teaches guests to repair ceramics using only traditional materials: natural
lacquer and genuine gold powder. Though costlier than modern shortcuts, they insist on
authenticity - believing that travelers value the integrity of the original method.

Other hosts combine sustainability and craftsmanship to create experiences that transcend
tradition and practicality. In her Kyoto atelier, an artisan begins her workshop, Transforming the
Japanese Obi, with an introduction to the kimono and its accessories. Guests then design an
object by upcycling an elegant obi, the traditional sash used to fasten a kimono. With kimono
wearing in decline, thousands of unused obi sit in closets across Japan; this workshop gives them
a new form and life.

ABOUT FERNWAYER

Fernwayer is a curated travel marketplace connecting thoughtful travelers with authentic, locally-
sourced experiences in Italy, Portugal, Spain, Greece, Croatia, Morocco, Turkiye, Mexico,
Argentina, Chile - and now Japan. As a counterpoint to bundled travel packages and uncurated
platforms, Fernwayer offers meaningful alternatives for those seeking immersive, deeper
connections. Inspired by the German word “fernweh” (an aching for distant places), Fernwayer’s
mission is to craft transformative travel experiences that enrich travelers and the communities
they visit. Founded by entrepreneurs passionate about reshaping tourism, Fernwayer champions
cultural discovery that is personal, authentic, and enduring.
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