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Amid the WNBA Championships, Indy Makes
Its Case as America’s Sports HQ

As the league commands attention, the
Indy region converts momentum into
jobs, women’s sports leadership, and one
of the highest pro-team densities in the
U.S.

INDIANPOLIS, IN, UNITED STATES,

September 30, 2025/ . B sslesforce
EINPresswire.com/ -- The Indy - J S

Chamber outlined why the Indianapolis !
region has become a concentrated hub
for sports careers, women'’s sports
leadership, sports-tech, major events,
and family access to elite facilities.
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Indiana Fever center Aliyah Boston prepares to shoot

a free throw during a WNBA game.

“The national spotlight on the WNBA is

accelerating something the Indianapolis region has been building for decades,” said Matt

Mindrum, president & CEO of the Indy Chamber. “If you're growing a career, a company, or a

family around sports, there’s no better headquarters than the Indianapolis region. The pipeline
here runs from youth fields to governing bodies to global

“ championships, all inside one metro.”

The spotlight on the WNBA
is accelerating something
the Indianapolis region has _ _
been building for decades.” 1) A dense base of tgams and governing bodies that
Matt Mindrum, president & Creates year-round J(?bs o
CEO of the Indy Chamber Pro-team concentration. The region is home to 11
professional teams across major and established minor

Five reasons the sports world is moving to the Indianapolis
region:

leagues, roughly five teams per million residents, one of the highest rates in the U.S. Even on a
major-league basis (Colts, Pacers, Fever), Indy outpaces megametros on a per-capita basis.

National decision-makers are here. The NCAA National Office & Hall of Champions are located
downtown, placing championship operations at the city's core.
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Olympic pathways in the market. USA
Gymnastics, USA Track & Field, and
USA Diving operate in the region,
adding event operations, high-
performance roles, and national-team
support.

Motorsports is a full industry. The
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and
Penske Entertainment anchor a year-
round ecosystem of teams, suppliers,
engineers, broadcasters, and data
specialists, creating career paths well
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A packed Indianapolis Motor Speedway watches

IndyCars sweep through a turn during the
Indianapolis 500.

beyond race day.

2) Women's sports leadership with
deep, civic impact

A civic plan, not a slogan. Indiana
Sports Corp has a long-range women'’s
sports strategy that links event bids,
venue use, and talent development.

Senior roles held by women.
Leadership spans an NFL ownership
suite (Indianapolis Colts), an NBA club
CEO at Pacers Sports & Entertainment,
senior posts at Penske/IMS, NCAA vice
presidencies for Men's and Women'’s
Basketball (based in Indy), a Division |
conference commissioner at the Horizon League, and the COO at USA Track & Field, with
additional leadership across the Indiana Fever.

Quarterback statue in a passing pose outside Lucas
Oil Stadium in downtown Indianapolis.

An extensive professional network. WISE Indianapolis is among the nation’s largest chapters, and
the largest on a per-capita basis, offering mentorship and leadership pipelines.

Event pedigree. Women executives have led the region’s recent signature events, including the
Super Bowl, the College Football Playoff National Championship, NBA All-Star, WNBA All-Star,
and the U.S. Olympic Team Trials - Swimming.

3) A practical launchpad for sports-tech companies

Capital and a national stage. The Rally Innovation Conference runs a $5 million Pitch Competition
with awards up to $1 million and a dedicated Sportstech track, drawing VCs and strategic
operators to Indianapolis. The IN-Prize contest remains on the 2025 lineup, keeping a clear


http://www.indianasportscorp.org/
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capital pathway for founders in market.

Ecosystem support. Sports Tech HQ coordinates a statewide network of investors, companies,
and operators and continues to attract expansions and new entrants to Indiana.

New facilities on the way. Investment in women's high-performance infrastructure, including the
Fever's $78M downtown Sports Performance Center, signals continued growth.

4) Events that drive the local economy and keep people working
Proven impact. NBA All-Star 2024 generated more than $403 million in economic value for
central Indiana, including $112 million in earned media value.

A full calendar. The region will host a historic slate of NCAA basketball championships and
continues to set attendance marks for national events such as the U.S. Olympic Team Trials -
Swimming at Lucas Oil Stadium.

Predictable opportunity. Indiana Sports Corp runs a year-round schedule that supports agencies,
freelancers, students, and career switchers, turning event weeks into a steady workflow.

5) Family access to elite facilities, plus a steady talent pipeline

Weekly exposure to top competition. The IU Natatorium, the nation’s largest indoor aquatic
venue, routinely hosts national championships, while Grand Park Sports Campus draws more
than a million visits each year.

University incubators feed the industry. Butler’s Institute for Sports & Entertainment embeds
students with pro teams, venues, and major events; Uindy and Marian offer B.S. and M.S. sport-
management tracks and sport-performance programs; Purdue in Indianapolis offers ABET-
accredited Motorsports Engineering and a new M.S. in Sport Management that connects
students directly to Indy’s racing and pro-team system; IU Indianapolis runs sport-management
pathways with accelerated analytics options.

About Indy Chamber

The Indy Chamber advances inclusive growth across the Indianapolis region, helping businesses
start, scale, and thrive. In partnership with Indiana Sports Corp, national governing bodies, and
civic leaders, the Chamber supports a global sports economy that powers jobs, innovation, and
community impact. Learn more at indychamber.com.
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