
Vaziri Law Group Highlights the Hidden Costs
of Pedestrian Accidents in California

New guide reveals hidden financial,

emotional, and legal consequences of

pedestrian accidents in California beyond

immediate care.

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES,

October 3, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Vaziri Law Group, APC, a leading

California personal injury firm, today

announced the release of a

comprehensive guide uncovering the

hidden and long-term costs of

pedestrian accidents. The firm warns

that while hospital bills are often the

most visible expense, the true impact of these incidents extends far beyond the emergency

room, reshaping victims’ lives, straining families, and burdening communities.

Pedestrian accidents carry

lifelong costs, financial,

emotional, and social, that

extend far beyond medical

bills.”

Siamak Vaziri, Managing

Partner

Pedestrian Accidents: A Rising Crisis in California

California has some of the busiest and most dangerous

roads for pedestrians in the nation. According to recent

statistics from the California Office of Traffic Safety and the

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, pedestrian

fatalities in the state consistently rank among the highest

in the country. Urban centers like Los Angeles, San

Francisco, and San Diego see daily pedestrian collisions,

often involving distracted or speeding drivers.

Unlike vehicle occupants, pedestrians have no protection. A split-second of negligence, whether

from texting behind the wheel, running a red light, or failing to yield, can leave an individual with

catastrophic injuries. Broken bones, spinal cord damage, brain trauma, or permanent disability

are common. Yet the economic and emotional damage lingers long after the initial crash scene is

cleared.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.vazirilaw.com/los-angeles-pedestrian-accident-lawyer/?ein-presswire


The “Real Costs” Go Far Beyond

Hospital Bills

The firm’s new report categorizes these

costs into three layers: economic, non-

economic, and societal.

1. Economic Costs: The Tangible but

Incomplete Picture

The first layer involves direct financial

losses that families are forced to

confront:

-Immediate Medical Expenses: From

ambulance transport to surgeries and hospital stays, bills can escalate into six figures within

days.

-Ongoing Treatment & Rehabilitation: Physical therapy, occupational therapy, pain management,

and follow-up visits may continue for years.

-Lost Income: Many victims are unable to return to work for extended periods. In serious cases,

careers are permanently derailed.

-Reduced Earning Potential: When physical capacity or cognitive ability is impaired, the ripple

effect spans decades of lost wages.

-Accessibility Modifications: Homes and vehicles may require ramps, lifts, or retrofitting, adding

thousands in hidden costs.

What many insurers overlook is the future projection of these costs. A victim injured at age 30

may require decades of medical support, and failing to calculate those needs accurately can

result in severe financial insecurity.

2. Non-Economic Costs: The Invisible Weight

While economic costs are measurable, the human toll of pedestrian accidents is harder to

quantify, yet often more devastating:

-Physical Pain & Suffering: Chronic pain, mobility loss, or permanent disfigurement can erode

daily life.

-Emotional Trauma: Survivors frequently report PTSD, nightmares, or phobias about walking in



traffic again.

-Loss of Independence: Simple tasks like grocery shopping or commuting may now require

assistance.

-Loss of Enjoyment: Hobbies, sports, travel, or even playing with children may become

impossible.

-Family Strain: Spouses, children, and caregivers bear emotional and financial burdens, altering

family dynamics.

California law does recognize these damages, but insurers regularly attempt to downplay or

undervalue them. Victims without strong advocacy may never receive fair recognition for the

depth of their suffering.

3. Societal & Community Costs

Beyond individual victims, pedestrian accidents affect communities at large:

-Healthcare System Strain: Extended rehabilitation and long-term care draw resources from

already burdened hospitals.

-Economic Losses: Reduced workforce participation diminishes productivity and tax

contributions.

-Community Safety Concerns: High-profile pedestrian fatalities often spark debates about

crosswalks, traffic calming, and city planning.

-Psychological Impact on Witnesses: Bystanders, including children, may develop trauma from

witnessing accidents.

The collective cost to society underscores why pedestrian safety remains a public health and

infrastructure priority.

Insurance Tactics & Legal Challenges

Victims often discover that the greatest battle begins after medical stabilization. Insurance

companies employ strategies to limit payouts, including:

-Quick Settlement Offers: Often presented when families are most financially vulnerable.

-Comparative Negligence Arguments: Blaming pedestrians for crossing improperly to reduce

liability.

https://www.vazirilaw.com/los-angeles-car-accident/california-comparative-negligence-law/?ein-presswire


-Disputing Long-Term Needs: Questioning the necessity of future care or emotional damages.

California’s comparative fault laws allow insurers to reduce compensation if they can shift even

partial blame onto the pedestrian. Without skilled representation, victims may unknowingly

forfeit tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars in deserved compensation.

Case Scenarios Illustrating Hidden Costs

To demonstrate the range of losses, the guide outlines common scenarios:

-Scenario A: A pedestrian suffers a fractured hip requiring surgery. Beyond $50,000 in medical

bills, the individual faces six months off work, retrofitting their home for mobility, and ongoing

pain therapy.

-Scenario B: A college student suffers a traumatic brain injury. While initial hospital costs are

significant, the greater loss comes from lost career opportunities, cognitive therapy, and lifelong

supervision needs.

-Scenario C: A parent struck while walking with their child. Beyond medical bills, the family

suffers from the parent’s lost income, increased childcare demands, and emotional distress for

the entire household.

These examples underscore why a settlement based solely on hospital bills grossly

underestimates the real cost.

Steps Victims & Families Should Take

The resource also provides practical recommendations for those impacted:

-Seek Immediate Medical Attention: Even if injuries seem minor, hidden damage is common.

-Document Thoroughly: Collect photos, police reports, and witness contacts.

-Preserve All Expenses: Keep receipts, therapy notes, and evidence of lost income.

-Avoid Early Settlements: Do not sign or accept checks without understanding long-term

implications.

-Consult Legal Counsel: An attorney experienced in pedestrian accidents can project future

damages, negotiate with insurers, and ensure all losses are accounted for.

Why Vaziri Law Group Published This Resource



As a firm with decades of experience in personal injury, Vaziri Law Group has seen firsthand how

families are pressured into unfair settlements. By publishing this guide, the firm aims to raise

awareness of the hidden costs and empower victims to seek full justice.

The message is clear: Pedestrian accidents are not just isolated incidents; they have long-lasting

financial, emotional, and societal consequences. Awareness is the first step toward prevention,

accountability, and fair recovery.

About Vaziri Law Group

Vaziri Law Group, APC, is a Los Angeles-based personal injury firm representing clients across

California. With a 98% success rate and more than $1 billion recovered in verdicts and

settlements, the firm is recognized for its advocacy in cases involving car accidents, pedestrian

injuries, and catastrophic claims.

The firm provides free consultations and works on a contingency fee basis, meaning clients pay

no fees unless compensation is secured.

For more information on pedestrian accident resources or to speak with an attorney, visit

www.vazirilaw.com.
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