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Container Fleet Market to Reach USD 23.6 Bn
by 2035, Growing at 5.3% CAGR | TMR

There are various shapes and sizes, with
their fleet capacity units of container
fleets that companies use according to
their requirements.

WILMINGTON, DE, UNITED STATES,
October 1, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
The Container Fleet Market highlights
steady growth, with the global industry
valued at USD 13.5 Bn in 2024 and
projected to reach USD 23.6 Bn by
2035. The market is expected to
expand at a CAGR of 5.3% from 2025 to
2035, driven by rising global trade
volumes, demand for efficient logistics,
and the expansion of e-commerce and
shipping networks worldwide.

The container fleet market's growth is
driven by rising e-commerce and
globalization, which support
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international trade and shipment. Players in the industry are focused on diversifying their
product mix and investing in modernized ports, intermodal transport links, and logistic
efficiency. The technological advancements and rising adoption of loT-enabled smart containers
are capable of tracking the location, temperature, and real-time condition. Hence, these logistics
companies prefer technology-enabled containers, which

“ do not affect the product’s physical and qualitative
Container Fleet Industry properties.
Forecast: Market to Nearly . o
Double by 2035 with 5.3% A container fleet allows shipping from small-scale
CAGR” production to international import and export. This
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container fleet industry is largely responsible for the global
trade economy. Container fleet plays a vital role in

international trade; it helps businesses to send and receive
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products efficiently at a lower cost.
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Arise in international and intra-national trading of goods is likely to witness the major growth in
the container fleet market in terms of volume and revenue during the forecast period. This
growth is seen in various regions for their rapid industrialization 4.0 and expansion of the
automotive industry.

Market Segmentation

The container fleet market is segmented across several key dimensions:

Segmentation Category

Key Segments/Types

Insights

By Service Type

Full-Container-Load (FCL), Less-Than-Container-Load (LCL)

FCL is the dominant service, particularly for large shippers. LCL is expected to grow, driven by e-
commerce and smaller, more frequent shipments.

By Sourcing Type
Owned, Leased

Container fleet operators utilize both owned and leased containers to manage capacity and
capital investment effectively. Leasing offers flexibility to manage demand fluctuations.

By Application (Container Type)

Dry Containers (General Purpose), Reefer Containers (Refrigerated), Tank Containers, Flat Rack
Containers, Others

Dry Containers hold the largest share. Reefer Containers are a high-growth segment, fueled by
the expanding global trade of temperature-sensitive goods (food, pharmaceuticals). Tank
Containers are growing due to the rising transport of bulk liquids and liquefied gas.
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By Industry Vertical

FMCG & Retail, Manufacturing & Automotive, Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals, Electronics &
Electrical Equipment, Industrial Products, Vehicle Transport, Others

FMCG and Retail represents a significant share due to consumer demand. Healthcare and
Pharmaceuticals is a high-growth sector, driving demand for specialized reefer containers and
stringent cold chain logistics.

By Region

Asia-Pacific, North America, Europe, Middle East & Africa (MEA), South America

Asia-Pacific is the largest market due to its dominant manufacturing and export-oriented
economies (notably China). North America and Europe are major consumer and import markets
with promising growth prospects. Emerging markets in MEA and South America are anticipated
to exhibit higher growth rates due to infrastructure development.

Export to Sheets

Regional Analysis

Asia-Pacific is set to maintain its dominance in the container fleet market, underpinned by its
position as a global manufacturing hub and the region’s high demand for intermodal
transportation. Rapid industrialization in developing countries within this region continues to
amplify the need for robust cargo shipping capabilities. North America and Europe remain vital
due to high import volumes, sophisticated logistics systems, and early adoption of digital
technologies.

Market Drivers and Challenges

Drivers

Challenges

Rapid Growth in Global Trade and E-commerce

Geopolitical Instability and Rerouting: Conflicts (e.g., Red Sea disruptions) force longer, more
expensive detours, increasing costs and volatility.

Expansion of Global Supply Chains and Logistics: Increased international trade volumes demand
efficient and cost-effective shipping solutions.



Oversupply and Pricing Pressures: A large influx of new vessels can lead to overcapacity and
downward pressure on freight rates.

Technological Advancements: Integration of loT-enabled Smart Containers for real-time tracking,
Al for route optimization, and automation in port operations.

High Capital Investment: The manufacturing, maintenance, and upgrading of container fleets
require substantial financial outlay.

Rising Demand for Specialized Containers: Growth in the pharmaceutical and perishable goods
sectors boosts the need for reefer and tank containers.

Stringent Environmental Regulations: Pressure to reduce carbon emissions and adopt alternative
fuels (like methanol) adds complexity and cost to fleet operations and renewal.

Export to Sheets
Market Trends

Digitalization and loT Integration: The adoption of smart containers with sensors for tracking
location, temperature, and condition is a key trend, elevating service quality.

Decarbonization and Sustainability: A major shift towards eco-friendly practices, including the
procurement of vessels that run on alternative fuels (e.g., methanol, LNG) and the use of
recyclable materials for container production.

Carrier Consolidation and Alliance Restructuring: Major shipping alliances are restructuring (e.g.,
the planned Gemini Cooperation between Maersk and Hapag-Lloyd), aiming to improve schedule
reliability and operational efficiency.

Focus on Resilience: Geopolitical and economic uncertainty has led shippers and carriers to
prioritize supply chain resilience over pure cost-containment, shifting towards "just-in-case"
inventory strategies.

Future Outlook

The container fleet market's future is tied to its ability to embrace a digital and sustainable
transformation. While short-term volatility from geopolitical events and capacity imbalances may
persist, the long-term outlook remains positive. The continued expansion of global trade and the
specialized needs of sectors like cold chain logistics will sustain demand. Success in the 2025-
2035 period will depend on strategic investments in high-efficiency, green fleets and advanced
logistics intelligence.



Key Market Study Points

Market Value: Projected to grow from $13.5 Bn (2024) to $23.6 Bn (2035).

Growth Rate: A steady 5.3% CAGR (2025-2035).

Key Driver: The combined impact of globalization and the exponential growth of e-commerce.

High-Growth Segment: Reefer containers, driven by the Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals and Food
& Beverages verticals.

Regional Leader: Asia-Pacific, due to its manufacturing dominance.
Competitive Landscape

The market is characterized by a limited number of dominant global players and specialized
container leasing companies. Competition is intense, with key players focusing on fleet
expansion, technological innovation, and strategic alliances to secure market share.

Buy this Premium Research Report:
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Key Players in the Container Fleet Market include:

Mediterranean Shipping Company S.A. (MSC) - (Note: MSC was the first ship-owner in the world
to reach an availability of 900 container ships by April 2025)

A.P. Moller - Maersk

COSCO Shipping Lines

CMA CGM

Hapag-Lloyd

Evergreen Marine Corporation

Triton International (Leasing)

Seaco (Leasing)

Recent Developments
Decarbonization Milestones (August 2025): COSCO carried out the first methanol bunkering at
China’s port of Qingdao, signaling a major step in expanding the global green shipping service

network.

Capacity Benchmarks (April 2025): MSC surpassed 6.2 million TEU of fleet capacity, cementing its
status as the world's largest container shipping company.
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Alliance Re-structuring (Early 2025): Following the conclusion of its 2M alliance with MSC, Maersk
launched the "Gemini Cooperation" with Hapag-Lloyd, aiming for a highly reliable and efficient
network.
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