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Florida Educators Turn the Key on Dream
Home Thanks to $13,000 Grant

Teacher Next Door Program delivers
$13,000 in assistance, helping Riverview
educators purchase their first home.

RIVERVIEW, FL, UNITED STATES, October 7, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Michael and Kimberly

Vazquez, two dedicated educators in Riverview, Florida,
“ recently achieved a milestone that once seemed out of
reach: homeownership. Their secret? A $13,000 award
through the Teacher Next Door Grant Program, which
transformed their dream into reality and spotlighted a
growing movement to empower teachers through housing
assistance.

Without the grant, our down
payment and closing costs
would have posed an
insurmountable barrier.
Knowing that a program
exists to honor our service
and help us own a home —
it changed everything.”
Michael Vazquez

“Without the grant, our down payment and closing costs
would have posed an insurmountable barrier,” said
Michael Vazquez. “Knowing that a program exists to honor
our service and help us own a home — it changed

everything.”
From Classroom to Closing Table

For many teachers, the biggest challenge in homebuying isn't qualifying for a mortgage — it's
coming up with the upfront cash. According to the Teacher Next Door Program, grants of up to
$8,000 are available nationwide, and in high-cost markets, they can be even higher. In some
cases, down payment assistance up to $15,000 (or more) can be layered with grants, minimizing
out-of-pocket costs.

In the Vazquez' case, the $13,000 grant closed the gap between aspiration and action. Their
journey hinged on collaboration:

* Cheri Almond-McLean, Teacher Next Door Realtor®, navigated the home search, negotiation,
and closing logistics.

+ Michael Batchelder, Program Specialist at Teacher Next Door, coordinated grants, down


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.teachernextdoor.us/teachers

payment assistance and loan strategies
to maximize their savings.

Together, the support network turned
what once felt financially impossible
into a tangible, meaningful win.

A Broader Movement: Giving Back to
Educators

The Vazquez' success is more than one
family’'s victory — it's a symbol of a
growing nationwide effort to return . S
investment to those who invest in our {l ,, Teacher Next Door Program |
children. For teachers across the ( 00000186 G 2qedbiong . R
country, especially in states with rising : j ' R T AR
housing costs, programs like Teacher
Next Door represent critical pathways

to stability, community retention, and  welcome Home Micheal and Kimberely!
long-term wealth building.

“Educators give so much — in time, in energy, in heart,” said Steve Parks, National Director for
Teacher Next Door. “Our mission is to recognize that service by removing financial obstacles to
homeownership. The Vazquez family is proof that it works.”

Since its founding, Teacher Next Door has:

+ Offered exclusive grants and down payment assistance to teachers and school staff
* Negotiated discounts on title, lender, and closing fees
* Promoted homeownership as a form of community investment and educator retention

About the Vazquez Family

Michael and Kimberly both serve in their local community. Their new home not only offers them
personal stability but positions them to remain in the community they serve. In their eyes, it's
not just bricks and mortar — it's proof that supporting teachers with more than applause
matters.

How Educators Can Learn More / Qualify
Teacher Next Door encourages any teacher or school staff to explore qualification possibilities —

even if they think homeownership is years away. The process begins with a simple eligibility
check, followed by reviewing available grants, local down payment assistance programs, and



tailored loan options.

To learn more or apply, visit TeacherNextDoor.us or contact (800) 989-3550.

About Teacher Next Door and Next Door Programs

Teacher Next Door, part of the national Next Door Programs®, helps teachers, nurses, law
enforcement officers, firefighters, government employees, and military families achieve

affordable homeownership. Benefits include grants up to $8,000, down payment assistance up
to $15,000, and discounts on fees, along with expert guidance every step of the way.

Learn more at TeacherNextDoor.us or NextDoorPrograms.us.
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