
Military Drone Market Soaring: Projected to
Hit USD 47.16 Billion by 2032 with a 13.15%
CAGR

Military Drone Market Share

Key Companies covered in military drone

market are Textron Systems, BAE Systems,

Thales Group, AeroVironment Inc.,

Boeing, Elbit Systems Ltd., & others.

PUNE, MAHARASHTRA, INDIA, October

9, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

military drone market was valued at

USD 14.14 billion in 2023 and is

expected to expand from USD 16.07

billion in 2024 to USD 47.16 billion by

2032, registering a CAGR of 14.41%

over the forecast period. North

America led the military drone market

in 2023, accounting for a 36.1% market

share. In particular, the U.S. market is

projected to experience substantial

growth, reaching an estimated USD

10.71 billion by 2030, driven by rising

R&D investments from key industry

players such as Sikorsky, Boeing, and

other regional companies.

The military drone market encompasses the entire ecosystem of producing, selling, and

deploying unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) specifically designed for military applications. This

market has witnessed substantial growth, driven by continuous technological advancements,

increasing global defense budgets, and the escalating demand for unmanned systems in

contemporary warfare. Military drones offer compelling advantages over traditional manned

aircraft, including enhanced cost-effectiveness, extended endurance, and the capacity to operate

safely in hazardous or otherwise inaccessible environments.
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List of Key Companies Profiled in the Military Drone Market Report:

• Textron Systems (US)

• BAE Systems (UK)

• Thales Group (France)

• AeroVironment, Inc. (US)

• Elbit Systems Ltd. (Israel)

• General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (US)

• SAAB Group (Sweden)

• Boeing (US)

• Lockheed Martin Corporation (US)

• Israel Aerospace Industries Ltd. (Israel)

• Northrop Grumman Corporation (US)

Segmentation:

The military drone market is meticulously segmented across various dimensions: product type,

technology, range, system, and application. By product type, the market includes fixed-wing,

hybrid, and rotary-wing drones. In terms of technology, military drones are categorized into

remotely operated, semi-autonomous, and fully autonomous drones—the latter representing

the cutting edge of AI integration. Based on range, the market is classified into visual line of sight

(VLOS), extended visual line of sight (EVLOS), and beyond line of sight (BLOS). The system

segment delves into airframe, avionics, propulsion (featuring electric, turboprop, and turboshaft

engines), payloads (such as high-resolution cameras, CBRN sensors, EOIR payloads, advanced

radar, LiDAR, and more), sophisticated software, and other crucial components. By application,

military drones are extensively utilized for intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance, and

targeting (ISRT), critical combat operations, precise battle damage management, efficient

logistics and transportation, and a myriad of other defense-related missions.

Report Scope & Segmentation:

Market Size Value in 2024: USD 16.07 Billion

Market Size Value in 2032: USD 47.16 Billion

CAGR (2024–2032): 14.41%

Study Period: 2019–2032

Base Year: 2023

Historical Data: 2019–2022

Number of Report Pages: 200

Market Overview:

The military drone market was valued at USD 14.14 billion in 2023.

North America dominated the market in 2023 with a 36.1% share.

The U.S. military drone market is expected to reach USD 10.71 billion by 2030, driven by

increasing R&D investments from major players such as Sikorsky, Boeing, and other regional
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companies.
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Market Driver

Promising Advancements in Autonomous UAVs to Boost Growth

The integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into UAVs has ignited an unprecedented wave of

innovation in drone technology. A multitude of companies and agile start-ups are vigorously

researching and developing UAVs equipped with autonomous tools powered by advanced AI and

machine learning (ML) capabilities, significantly fueling the military drone market growth. For

instance, aerospace and defense titan Lockheed Martin offers the 'Desert Hawk III' drone,

designed for single-user operation in the field, capable of charting its own flight path and even

training operators. Similarly, U.S. defense company AeroVironment's innovative Raven series of

military drones can autonomously navigate routes using GPS coordination and sophisticated

computer vision. These continuous innovations are not only intensifying technology-based

competition among nations but also broadening the operational scope and market potential of

military drones.

Regional Insights

Massive Investments in Drone Technology to Drive Market Growth in North America

The military drone market size in North America was valued at USD 3.8 billion in 2019, and the

region is poised to maintain its dominant position throughout the forecast period. The primary

factor propelling this regional growth is the extensive investments made by governments and

private defense companies and OEMs in the U.S. and Canada into cutting-edge UAV technology.

Europe holds a strong position in the military drone market share, primarily due to the

increasing adoption of tactical drones for sophisticated surveillance operations. Their demand

has also surged in recent years amidst growing concerns over terrorist threats. In the Asia

Pacific, market growth will be spearheaded by the steadily rising military expenditures of nations

like India and China, who are increasingly integrating advanced drone capabilities into their

defense strategies.
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Competitive Landscape

Core Competitors to Strategically Invest to Broaden Operational Horizons

The competitive dynamics of this market are continually being shaped by the strategic activities

of dominant players in the defense industry, such as Boeing and Textron. These industry leaders

are heavily investing in R&D to diversify their product offerings and expand their operational

horizons through lucrative government contracts and robust private partnerships. This forward-

thinking approach ensures a constantly evolving and highly competitive landscape.
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Industry Developments

February 2023 – The Indian Army announced its intent to procure 850 indigenous nano drones

for specialized military operations, focusing on surveillance and counter-terrorism efforts. This

highlights a growing trend towards localized and specialized drone solutions.

February 2023 – The U.S. Air Force successfully completed the development of facial recognition

technology for UAVs. These autonomous drones are now capable of identifying specific targets

and executing missions independently. Furthermore, these advanced drones will support special

operations forces by gathering crucial intelligence and mission-critical information, signifying a

major leap in autonomous warfare capabilities.

Read Related Insights:

Cargo Drone Market Size, Share, Growth and Forecast, 2032

Agriculture Drone Market Share, Growth Drivers, Report, 2032
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