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Cable Cars and Ropeways Market

Europe leads the cable cars and

ropeways market, dominated by gondola

lifts and passenger systems, with Asia

Pacific emerging as the fastest-growing

region.

BRENTFORD, ENGLAND, UNITED

KINGDOM, October 7, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- The global cable

cars and ropeways market is projected

to experience significant growth over

the next decade, with its value

expected to rise from US$ 5.1 billion in

2025 to US$ 9.7 billion by 2032, registering an impressive compound annual growth rate (CAGR)

of 11.4% during the forecast period from 2025 to 2032. This steady expansion is attributed to

increasing urbanization, the growing focus on sustainable transportation, and the rising demand

for efficient mobility solutions in both urban and mountainous terrains.

Cable cars and ropeways, often referred to as elevated streetcars, are transport systems that

utilize cables for propulsion and support. Typically, these systems consist of one or two

stationary ropes for support and a third operational rope that propels the cabins or carriers.

Their adoption has surged in recent years due to the growing need for reliable, eco-friendly, and

space-efficient transportation systems that can mitigate congestion and reduce emissions.

The market’s growth is further fueled by tourism development in hilly and remote areas,

increased public and private investments in transportation infrastructure, and the integration of

advanced digital technologies such as automation, IoT-enabled monitoring systems, and AI-

based control mechanisms. The emphasis on smart city initiatives and sustainable mobility is

also playing a pivotal role in shaping the future of cable cars and ropeways.
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Segmentation Analysis

By Type

The cable cars and ropeways market is segmented into aerial tramways, gondola lifts, funiculars,

and surface lifts, among others. Among these, the gondola lift segment holds the dominant

share and is expected to maintain its leadership through 2032. Gondola systems are increasingly

favored for their versatility, higher passenger capacity, and suitability for both urban commuting

and tourism applications. Their ability to operate in varying terrains and climates makes them

ideal for deployment in diverse geographic conditions.

The aerial tramways segment is also witnessing notable growth, driven by infrastructure

investments in mountain tourism and the construction of scenic routes across alpine regions.

Meanwhile, funiculars and surface lifts continue to serve niche applications, primarily in ski

resorts and short-distance connectivity projects, though their modernization is contributing to

renewed interest and adoption.

By Vehicle, Product, or Service Type

Based on vehicle and product categories, the market is segmented into passenger transport

systems, material handling systems, and industrial ropeways. The passenger transport

segment currently dominates the global market, supported by a surge in demand for

comfortable, safe, and emission-free mobility alternatives. Growing urban populations and the

rising need for public transportation systems in high-density areas have encouraged city

planners to consider ropeway systems as viable solutions to reduce congestion.

The material handling segment is gaining traction in the mining, forestry, and construction

industries, where ropeways are increasingly used to transport heavy loads over difficult terrains.

Their energy efficiency and ability to minimize ground disturbance make them a cost-effective

and environmentally friendly choice for industrial logistics.

By Propulsion and Technology

Technological advancements have led to the development of automated propulsion systems that

enhance operational efficiency and safety. Modern ropeway systems integrate digital control

units, AI-driven monitoring platforms, and IoT-based maintenance alerts to ensure real-time

supervision and minimize downtime. The introduction of electric and hybrid propulsion

technologies has further improved energy efficiency and reduced operational costs, aligning with

global sustainability goals.

The adoption of 5G-enabled communication networks is also transforming the industry by

allowing real-time tracking, predictive maintenance, and enhanced passenger safety features.

These technological integrations are enabling smoother operations, reducing maintenance costs,



and creating new benchmarks for safety and reliability.

Regional Insights

The European region currently leads the global cable cars and ropeways market, accounting for a

substantial share due to its established network of mountain transport systems, robust tourism

infrastructure, and government support for green mobility initiatives. Countries such

as Switzerland, Austria, France, and Italy have long been pioneers in ropeway technology,

continually upgrading their systems with state-of-the-art engineering and safety

enhancements.

North America follows closely, driven by the expansion of urban transport applications and the

modernization of existing cable car systems in major cities such as San Francisco and New York.

The United States and Canada are also investing in advanced ropeway projects aimed at

improving urban transit and promoting sustainable tourism.

The Asia Pacific region is expected to emerge as the fastest-growing market during the forecast

period, supported by rapid urbanization, infrastructure development, and increasing tourism

activities in countries such as China, India, Japan, and South Korea. The region’s diverse

geography and rising disposable incomes are stimulating the construction of new ropeway lines

in both urban centers and remote destinations. Government initiatives promoting eco-friendly

transport systems are further accelerating market expansion across the region.

In Latin America and the Middle East & Africa, market growth is being driven by tourism

development and the integration of ropeway systems into regional transportation strategies.

Countries such as Brazil, Colombia, and the United Arab Emirates are exploring the use of

ropeways for urban commuting, providing low-emission mobility options in congested urban

landscapes.
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Unique Features and Innovations in the Market

The modern cable cars and ropeways industry is undergoing a technological transformation

characterized by digitalization, automation, and enhanced passenger experience. Innovations

such as AI-powered traffic management, IoT-enabled safety monitoring, and predictive

maintenance systems are significantly improving operational efficiency and reliability. Smart

sensors continuously track the status of cables, mechanical components, and passenger cabins,

enabling operators to detect anomalies in real time and ensure uninterrupted performance.

The integration of 5G connectivity has further revolutionized the industry by allowing faster

communication between control systems and vehicles, facilitating advanced analytics and
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remote supervision. Furthermore, the incorporation of lightweight materials, such as carbon

fiber and aluminum alloys, has improved energy efficiency while maintaining structural

integrity.

Passenger comfort has also become a focal point for innovation. Modern cabins feature climate

control, ergonomic seating, panoramic glass designs, and noise reduction technologies,

enhancing the overall travel experience. These improvements not only boost tourism appeal but

also make ropeways a competitive alternative to conventional urban transportation systems.

Market Highlights

The increasing emphasis on environmental sustainability and reduction of carbon emissions is

one of the primary reasons driving global adoption of cable cars and ropeways. As governments

and corporations aim to reduce urban pollution, ropeway systems present an attractive

alternative that combines low energy consumption with minimal land disruption. Additionally,

these systems can be installed in densely populated areas without the need for extensive road

infrastructure, offering a scalable and cost-effective solution for cities struggling with traffic

congestion.

Regulatory frameworks and urban mobility programs promoting the use of renewable energy

and zero-emission transport modes are further propelling industry growth. The relatively low

operational costs, shorter construction timelines, and high safety standards of modern ropeways

make them appealing for public-private partnership (PPP) projects and government-backed

smart city initiatives.

The COVID-19 pandemic also highlighted the importance of low-contact, open-air transport

systems. Ropeways, by design, provide isolated cabin spaces and can be operated with minimal

human interaction, making them particularly suitable for post-pandemic urban mobility

planning.

Key Players and Competitive Landscape

The global cable cars and ropeways market features a competitive landscape dominated by

leading manufacturers and technology providers. Prominent companies include Doppelmayr

Garaventa Group, Leitner AG, Poma S.A.S., Bartholet Maschinenbau AG, Nippon Cable Co., Ltd.,

and Bicable Systems Pvt. Ltd.

Doppelmayr Garaventa Group, a market leader, continues to expand its footprint through

strategic partnerships and advanced ropeway systems that emphasize sustainability and energy

efficiency. The company’s innovations in automated ropeways and urban transport projects

underscore its leadership in both technology and safety.

Leitner AG focuses on technological differentiation through smart ropeway systems integrated



with AI-driven control solutions and renewable energy utilization. Its portfolio spans urban

transport, tourism, and industrial applications, reinforcing its position in diverse segments.

Poma S.A.S., renowned for its pioneering designs and extensive global presence, is investing

heavily in modernization projects that incorporate IoT connectivity and digital maintenance

systems. Bartholet Maschinenbau AG and Nippon Cable Co., Ltd. are also emphasizing eco-

friendly technologies, advanced cabin designs, and enhanced passenger experiences to

strengthen their competitive positions.

Strategic collaborations with local governments and infrastructure developers are common

across the competitive landscape, allowing firms to secure long-term contracts and tap into

emerging markets. The increasing focus on R&D and product innovation remains a defining

characteristic of this industry’s evolution.
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Future Opportunities and Growth Prospects

The future of the cable cars and ropeways market is shaped by a convergence of technological

advancement, regulatory support, and environmental awareness. The ongoing development of

smart cities, coupled with the need for sustainable and efficient public transport, presents

substantial opportunities for industry stakeholders. Urban ropeway systems are expected to

become integral components of multimodal transport networks, complementing existing bus,

metro, and tram systems.

Emerging economies are likely to play a central role in market expansion, driven by investments

in tourism, infrastructure, and energy-efficient mobility solutions. The adoption of AI-enabled

autonomous control systems and renewable energy integration will further reduce operating

costs and enhance system reliability, opening new avenues for long-term profitability.

Moreover, public policies promoting decarbonization, coupled with the demand for innovative

transport solutions in crowded cities, will sustain the momentum of this high-growth market. As

cable cars and ropeways evolve into smarter, safer, and greener systems, their role in shaping

the future of urban and regional mobility is set to become increasingly prominent.

In conclusion, the cable cars and ropeways market is entering a transformative phase

characterized by innovation, sustainability, and expansion. With a projected value of US$ 9.7

billion by 2032 and a robust CAGR of 11.4%, the industry is poised to redefine the future of both

urban and tourism transport, offering a compelling blend of technology, efficiency, and

environmental stewardship.

Explore more related market insights and reports by visiting our website.
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Electric Vehicle Power Inverter Market : The global electric vehicle power inverter market size is

projected to rise from US$ 9.11 Bn in 2025 to US$ 29.33 Bn and is further anticipated to register

a CAGR of 18.20% during the forecast period from 2025 to 2032.

U.S. Charging As A Service Market : The U.S. charging as a service market size is predicted to

reach US$ 14,570.9 Mn in 2032 from US$ 2,309.6 Mn in 2025. It will likely witness a CAGR of

around 30.1% in the forecast period between 2025 and 2032
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