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“:Eres tu?" — Rediscovering Chile’s Past
Through the Voices of Lonquimay

An evocative exploration of culture, memory,
and belonging in one of South America’s
most remote and storied communities.

PUEBLO, CO, UNITED STATES, October 8,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- jEres tu?: A
History of Lonquimay by Franklin H.
Tainter, published by Go To Publish (ISBN:
978-1950073948), released in December
2019, is an Action & Adventure Fiction title
rooted in historical truth. This compelling
narrative explores the social and historical
evolution of Lonquimay, a remote town in
Chile’s southern Andes. Blending the
precision of a historian with the empathy
of a storyteller, Dr. Tainter delves into the
region’s indigenous heritage, cultural
identity, and the powerful interplay
between geography, politics, and human
resilience. His work invites readers to
reflect on how communities preserve their essence amid change, and how stories shape the soul
of a nation.

¢Eres td?: A History of Lonquimay offers a sweeping exploration of Chile’s mountainous
heartland through the lens of one extraordinary
“ community. Nestled deep within the Andes, Lonquimay
has long been a crossroads of cultures—home to Mapuche
traditions, colonial encounters, and a legacy of endurance.
Through a combination of archival research, oral history,
and vivid narrative, Dr. Tainter reconstructs the
community’s evolution, from its indigenous foundations to
its contemporary form.

Science and storytelling
share the same goal — to
help us understand the
world we live in and inspire
us to take better care of it.”
— Dr. Franklin Hugh Tainter

The book confronts pivotal themes: the meeting of native and settler worlds, the transformation
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of land and identity, and the enduring question of belonging—encapsulated in the title’s
haunting phrase, “;Eres ta?" (“Is it you?”).

Dr. Tainter’s inspiration for this work came during his time in Chile’s highlands, where he
witnessed how landscapes preserve stories and communities hold onto memory. “| felt a
responsibility to record and share those voices—to give shape to the untold stories that define
the town'’s identity,” he says. This historical journey, steeped in empathy and insight, bridges
memory and history while honoring the indomitable spirit of Chile’s people.

¢Eres tu?: A History of Lonquimay explores how human actions, beliefs, and values shape the
places we call home—whether in nature or within communities. The book uncovers the complex
relationship between people and their environment, particularly how geography, colonization,
and indigenous resilience have defined the character of Lonquimay.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Franklin Hugh Tainter, Ph.D., is an esteemed forestry and plant pathology expert with over four
decades of academic, research, and consulting experience. A graduate of the University of
Montana (B.S.F.) and the University of Minnesota (M.S., Ph.D.), Dr. Tainter’s career includes
tenures at the University of Arkansas and Clemson University, where he achieved full
professorship.

With over 150 scientific publications, his research on forest diseases, fungal pathogens, and
ecosystem health has earned him global recognition. His fieldwork has taken him from the
forests of North America to the mountain ranges of Chile, where his experiences inspired both
his fiction and nonfiction writing.

Beyond his scientific achievements, Dr. Tainter continues to share his love for nature and culture
through creative writing, children’s educational books, and environmental consulting. His lifelong
dedication to learning, storytelling, and cross-cultural understanding continues to inspire readers
and researchers worldwide.
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