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LOCAL City Places Announces National
Affiliation with the National Independent
Restaurant Alliance (NIRA)

Partnership strengthens advocacy for
independent restaurants nationwide and
elevates LOCAL Foodie Hosts as city-level
ambassadors.

CHANDLER, AZ, UNITED STATES,

October 12, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
LOCAL City Places, the growing
network of hyperlocal community

platforms celebrating restaurants and
small businesses, today announced its

official affiliation with the N.ational NATIO NAL I N D E P E N D E NT
Independent Restaurant Alliance (NIRA) R ESTAU RA N T A L LI A N C E

— a newly formed national
organization dedicated exclusively to
representing and empowering
independent restaurants across the
United States.
: e . NIRA
This strategic affiliation establishes
LOCAL City Places as the grassroots
local network that powers NIRA's city-level presence. At the same time, NIRA provides national
advocacy, economic leverage, and organizational support to independent operators.

“This is a game-changer for local restaurants,” said Troy Warren, Founder of LOCAL City Places.
“By aligning with NIRA, we're giving independent restaurant owners not just a platform in their
city, but a powerful national voice that can advocate for their interests at the state and federal
levels. It's local meets national — exactly what independents need to thrive.”

“This partnership is more than an affiliation — it's a bridge between the national power of NIRA
and the authentic, everyday stories happening in local communities,” said Susan Anderson, Vice
President of Marketing at LOCAL City Places. “Through this alignment, we're giving independent
restaurants the tools to thrive locally while amplifying their voices on a national stage. It's a win


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://localcityplaces.com

for owners, communities, and diners
alike.”

Empowering Independent
Restaurants

While the National Restaurant
Association represents a wide range of
operators — including large chains and
franchises — NIRA's mission is
exclusively focused on independent
restaurants. Its charter outlines
national advocacy, group purchasing
power, shared resources, education,
and crisis support for owner-operated
establishments. LOCAL City Places will
serve as NIRA's local chapter
infrastructure, enabling rapid growth
and deep community engagement in
cities nationwide.

Troy Warren
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BEHIND THE EDITOR'S DESK

“Independent restaurants are the heartbeat of our communities,” said Felix Reed, Executive
Director of NIRA. “Through our partnership with LOCAL City Places, we can connect with real
owners and communities at the ground level — not just through policy papers and boardrooms.

This affiliation gives us reach, authenticity, and cultural
“ presence in cities big and small.”

This partnership is more
than an affiliation — it's a
bridge between the national
power of NIRA and the
authentic, everyday stories
happening in local
communities.”

Susan Anderson

LOCAL Foodie Hosts: The New City Ambassadors

A key part of the partnership is the integration of LOCAL
Foodie Hosts — influential community members who
champion local dining in their cities — into NIRA's City
Chapter structure.

Each LOCAL City Place has designated Foodie Hosts who:

- Promote local restaurants through storytelling and social media.

- Organize community events and tastings.

- Act as trusted local connectors between restaurants, diners, and media.



Under the new structure, these LOCAL
Foodie Hosts will serve as official
Ambassadors within NIRA City
Chapters, helping recruit members,
promote advocacy initiatives, and
strengthen each city's independent
restaurant identity.

“Our LOCAL Foodie Hosts are already
out in the community, shining a light
on the best independent restaurants,”
said Simon Wales, Director of
Community Engagement at LOCAL City
Places. “Now, they’ll also help shape
how those restaurants connect to
something bigger — a national alliance
that has their back.”

LOCAL City Places LOGO
How It Works

- LOCAL City Places continues to operate as the local digital hub for independent restaurants and
their communities.

- Each LOCAL City Place becomes a NIRA City Chapter, forming the grassroots foundation of
NIRA's national structure.

- LOCAL Foodie Hosts take on the role of City Chapter Ambassadors, bridging community
engagement with advocacy.

- NIRA provides national resources, state and federal advocacy, and economic programs to
strengthen local chapters.

About LOCAL City Places

LOCAL City Places is a hyperlocal media and community platform that celebrates the unique
dining and cultural experiences of cities across America. By connecting communities with the
independent restaurants that give their cities flavor and identity, LOCAL City Places builds
engagement, visibility, and loyalty at the neighborhood level.

Visit www.localcityplaces.com for more information.

About the National Independent Restaurant Alliance (NIRA)


https://localcityplaces.com

The National Independent Restaurant Alliance (NIRA) is a national nonprofit trade association
dedicated exclusively to independent restaurants. NIRA advocates for fair policies, provides
economic support and resources, and unites local restaurant communities under a shared
national voice — without representing franchises or large chains.

Troy Warren
LOCAL City Places
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