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The Historic New Orleans Collection Expands
Its Cultural Footprint and Prepares for Future
Restoration

Major Expansion Completed, Future Restoration Planned for 2028

“ Street Renovation Plans Advance Toward 2028 Reopening
New Orleans is not just a
city, it's a way of life.”

Ella Brennan

CEDAR PARK, TX, UNITED STATES, October 17, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- The Historic New Orleans Collection
Expands Its Cultural Footprint and Prepares for Future

Restoration
$38 Million Exhibition Center Enhances Public Access While 533 Royal Street Renovation Plans
Advance Toward 2028 Reopening

The Historic New Orleans Collection (HNOC), one of Louisiana’s foremost institutions dedicated
to the preservation and interpretation of the region’s history and culture, continues to shape the
city’s museum landscape through major development projects. Following the successful $38
million expansion of its Royal Street campus, which doubled its public exhibition space, the
organization has announced ongoing renovations at its 533 Royal Street property—scheduled to
reopen in 2028.

The $38 million expansion, officially opened to the public with a grand celebration in 2019,
represented one of the most significant cultural investments in the French Quarter in decades.
The expansion incorporated restored 19th-century architecture with a contemporary 35,000-
square-foot addition, creating a unified complex of exhibition galleries, a research center, and
public courtyards. The project preserved the Seignouret-Brulatour House and seamlessly linked
it to a new museum wing and interpretive center.

The resulting complex—now known as the Royal Street Campus—has since served as the home
of rotating exhibitions, educational programs, and permanent displays that explore the evolution
of the French Quarter and greater New Orleans. Early exhibitions included Art of the City:
Postmodern to Post-Katrina, a large-scale survey of local artistic expression following Hurricane
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Katrina. The museum'’s state-of-the-art facilities feature interactive installations, archival media,
and digital storytelling tools designed to broaden public engagement with the region’s layered
cultural narrative.

A Legacy of Preservation and Public Engagement

Since its founding in 1966 by General and Mrs. L. Kemper Williams, The Historic New Orleans
Collection has focused on documenting the diverse cultural influences that have shaped New
Orleans and the Gulf South. Its holdings—spanning maps, manuscripts, photographs,
architectural drawings, and fine art—provide a comprehensive record of the city's evolution as a
crossroads of commerce, migration, and artistic exchange. The Collection’s continued expansion
underscores the institution’s role in safeguarding the physical and cultural memory of the city for
future generations.

The recent expansion complements ongoing conservation and restoration initiatives, including
the renovation of 533 Royal Street, one of the museum’s cornerstone buildings. Closed to the
public for an extensive architectural and structural renewal, the property will undergo
preservation work designed to stabilize and modernize the facility while maintaining its historic
integrity. When completed, the 533 Royal Street building is expected to provide additional
exhibition and education space, improved accessibility, and climate-controlled environments for
archival collections.

Cultural and Historical Importance

Situated in the heart of the French Quarter, The Historic New Orleans Collection operates within
one of the most historically significant urban districts in the United States. The Collection’s
expanded presence reflects a citywide commitment to preserving tangible links to New Orleans’
past—its architecture, artistic heritage, and multicultural roots. The museum’s initiatives align
with broader efforts to sustain the French Quarter’s status as a living historical environment and
international center for scholarship, tourism, and the arts.

The Royal Street expansion and forthcoming renovation exemplify the balance between
preservation and progress—ensuring that the stories of early settlers, Creole families, enslaved
and free people of color, artists, and immigrants continue to be accessible within an authentic
historic setting.

Looking Ahead

The renovation of 533 Royal Street is currently in the design and planning phase, with
completion anticipated in 2028. In the interim, The Historic New Orleans Collection will continue
to operate its expanded Royal Street galleries and Chartres Street research facilities, hosting
exhibitions, lectures, and archival access for scholars and the public.

For more information about The Historic New Orleans Collection, its exhibitions, and ongoing
restoration projects, visit hnoc.org.
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