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New Health Equity Collaborative Report:
Vaccine Funding Cuts, Misinformation
Threaten Progress for Diverse Communities

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES,

October 14, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Today, the Health Equity Collaborative

(HEC), a community of dozens of

national, public health, patient

advocacy, civil rights, and multicultural

organizations, released a new report

warning that recent political actions,

budgetary cuts, and the surge of

misinformation are actively

undermining public health progress, HEALTH EQUITY COLLABORATIVE
disproportionately affecting Black,

Indigenous, Latino, and low-income

communities. The report asserts that restoring and sustaining investment in culturally
competent vaccination programs is not only a moral imperative but an economic necessity.

The report highlights the critical role vaccines play in eliminating or radically reducing infectious
diseases, citing examples such as the eradication of polio disparities and the massive reduction
in measles deaths globally. However, a vaccine is only effective if people receive it. The COVID-19
pandemic demonstrated the vital role of community-led organizations in bridging this gap. By
leveraging trusted local institutions—such as places of worship and community
centers—organizations used tailored outreach and local advocacy to successfully increase
vaccination rates where they were lagging.

“The evidence is undeniable: failing to fund prevention is far more expensive than responding to
a crisis. Every dollar spent on childhood immunization returns approximately $13.50 in averted
costs, yet we are seeing billions in critical funding cuts and navigating so much misinformation,”
said Amy Hinojosa, President and CEO of MANA, A National Latina Organization. “These cuts
aren't an act of fiscal responsibility; they are a form of passive healthcare deprivation that targets
low-resourced clinics in Black, Latino, and Indigenous communities first. We are actively choosing
to accept preventable illness and deepened inequity.”

Key Findings and Warnings in the Report


http://www.einpresswire.com

- Financial Fallout of Inaction: The report estimates that routine childhood immunizations for
individuals born between 1994 and 2023 are projected to avert $780 billion in direct healthcare
costs. Conversely, vaccine-preventable diseases in adults cost an estimated $8.95 billion
annually. Budgetary cuts to vaccine funding are disproportionately affecting low-income, rural,
and minority populations.

- Disparities in Disease Resurgence: Historically, vaccination gaps have translated directly to
higher rates of severe illness in marginalized communities. For example, during the 1989-1991
U.S. measles resurgence, poor, Black, Hispanic, or American Indian children were 3 to 16 times
more likely to contract measles. Persistent lower coverage among Black, Hispanic, AlI/AN, and
rural children continues to be a concern, despite federal safety-net programs.

- Threats to Scientific Integrity: The report details the severe cuts to vaccination efforts, including
the loss of over $2 billion in childhood immunization funding as COVID-era grants expire, and
proposed cuts to the CDC budget. Furthermore, the dismissal and replacement of the CDC'’s
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) members with known vaccine skeptics is
dangerously compromising science-based policy and destabilizing public trust.

A Path Forward: Call to Action

The Health Equity Collaborative urges policymakers to implement a four-pronged strategy to
safeguard community health:

1. Restore and Protect Vaccine Funding: Immediately reinstate cuts to CDC immunization
programs and establish dedicated federal and state emergency funds to support community-
based infrastructure like mobile units.

2. Engage Trusted Messengers: Invest in funding and training for Community Health Workers
(CHWs) and deploy culturally attuned, bilingual education campaigns led by people trusted in
their communities.

3. Build Community-Led Infrastructure: Empower local nonprofits through microgrants and
create vaccine task forces in underserved counties to co-design local solutions.

4. Leverage Technology Responsibly: Use data analytics to identify and target vaccine deserts
and counter misinformation on social media through partnerships with trusted local

influencers.

"This is our moment to shift from reaction to prevention, from neglect to empowerment, and
from fragmented efforts to lasting solutions, " Hinojosa said.

The full report is available HERE.


https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7331a2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7331a2.htm
https://www.axios.com/2025/04/04/childhood-vaccine-funding-hhs
https://healthequitycollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Building-Resilient-Communities-How-Vaccines-Are-Empowering-Diverse-Communities-to-Achieve-Lasting-Health.pdf

About the Health Equity Collaborative (HEC): The Health Equity Collaborative (HEC) is a diverse
community of dozens of national, public health, patient advocacy, and multicultural
organizations committed to supporting equity and combating disparities experienced by
underserved populations. HEC is officially a project of MANA Action, a 501c4 not-for-profit
organization. To learn more about the Health Equity Collaborative, please visit our website at

https://healthequitycollaborative.org/.

For media inquiries, please contact info@healthequitycollaborative.org.
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