
State Leaders to Discuss Education
Attainment, Workforce Solutions at Inaugural
Ascent to 55% Convening This Week

JACKSON, MS, UNITED STATES, October

14, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

inaugural Ascent to 55% Convening will

bring together leaders from business,

education, workforce, and state

government to discuss education and

workforce solutions on October 15-16

at the Jackson Convention Complex.

This first-of-its-kind event is aimed at

accelerating progress toward

Mississippi's postsecondary attainment

goal and strengthening Mississippi’s

workforce. 

“Progress happens when people come

together to develop solutions,” said

Jean Massey, Executive Director of

Ascent to 55%. "A workforce with more

postsecondary credentials benefits all

Mississippians, and this Convening will

help foster important discussions to make sure we’re ready for the future.”

The event’s two-day agenda will highlight perspectives from business, education, workforce,

industry, and policy leaders, including:

- Lt. Governor Delbert Hosemann, State of Mississippi

- Dr. Alfred Rankins Jr., Commissioner, Mississippi Institute of Higher Learning

- Dr. Kim Hunter Reed, Louisiana Commissioner of Higher Education

- Dr. Aaron Thompson, President, Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education

- Dr. Stephen Moret, President and CEO, Strada Education Foundation

- Brian Robinson, President and CEO, Robinson Electric Co., Inc

- And more

http://www.einpresswire.com


Attendees will explore strategies to support skills development, strengthen employer-educator

partnerships, and ensure more Mississippians are equipped for high-demand, high-wage jobs.

The Convening is part of the Ascent to 55% initiative - a joint effort between business and

education groups to increase the percentage of working-age adults in Mississippi with a

postsecondary degree or credential to 55% by 2030. Right now, less than half of adults in

Mississippi hold a credential beyond high school.

“It’s critical for us to bring policy makers and business leaders together to talk about our state’s

future,” said Jim McHale, President and CEO of the Woodward Hines Education Foundation.

"Every worker in our state deserves a clear path to a good job, and we look forward to seeing the

impact this event will have on breaking down barriers and paving a path forward for our

workforce.”

To register for the Convening or learn more about the Ascent to 55% initiative, visit

ascentto55percent.org/convening. 

Click Here for Full Convening Details

Morgan Miller

Woodward Hines Education Foundation

+16016240572 ext.

email us here

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/858182748

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

http://www.ascentto55percent.org/convening
https://site.pheedloop.com/event/EVEMNTBEUCPZB/schedule
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5424343
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/858182748
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

