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With electric urgency and lyrical depth,

Erickson’s latest project explores the

emotional fallout of addiction,

disconnection, and loss.

ASHEVILLE, NC, UNITED STATES,

October 16, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Americana artist Steve Erickson returns

this fall with Wonderland, a raw and

emotionally charged new EP set for

release on October 15, 2025.

Wonderland represents a sonic and

thematic shift from his previous album

Crooked Road, trading acoustic

warmth for more electric, forceful

instrumentation - and tackling darker

emotional terrain.

Built around four deeply personal and

socially resonant songs, Wonderland

captures the various ways distance can

manifest in our lives: the growing void

between people, the sense of a world

unraveling, the private struggles of

addiction, and the bottomless grief of

loss. The EP opens with the title track,

“Wonderland”- a stark and haunting

piece inspired by Erickson’s experience

supporting a close friend through

substance abuse. From there, the

journey deepens with “Fade Away”, a

poignant reflection on emotional

erosion in a relationship, and “One

More Day”, a politically tinged portrait of societal collapse. The final track, “A Blacker Shade of
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Blue”, is a devastating meditation on grief, delivering one of Erickson’s most vulnerable vocal

performances to date. 

With echoes of classic protest anthems like “The Eve of Destruction”, Wonderland leans into a

darker, stormier sound while retaining the lyrical honesty and melodic backbone that have

become Erickson’s signature. The production, helmed by Erickson and longtime collaborator Jim

Robeson, is sharp and intentional, matching the emotional weight of each track. Overall,

Wonderland offers no easy answers. But through its honesty, it might provide something just as

powerful: solidarity, catharsis, and the space to feel.

Praises for Steve Erickson:

"Introspective storytelling and acknowledgement of the past and present mark Erickson’s

individuality as he brings tradition to the forefront."

- Mae Farris, Music Mecca

"He has that dark rich voice which works so well in traditionally based music."

- Tim Martin, Americana UK

"An artist as dedicated to the true Americana sound as anyone... and the result is an album

which can best be described as refreshingly pure!"

- Paul Cutler, Americana Music Appreciation

"'Retrospective' cements his place as a key voice in the contemporary Americana and folk

scene."

- Richard Bowell, MNPR

"Steve Erickson reminds us that good storytelling never goes out of style."

- All Country News

About Steve Erickson:

Steve Erickson is a seasoned musician whose journey into music began alongside a successful

career in public relations across Atlanta, New York City, and Washington DC.  Influenced by a

wide range of musical styles, Erickson spent years letting melodies and lyrics percolate before

finally taking the plunge into songwriting. “I was thinkingabout writing songs long before I

actually wrote them down,” he recalls. “I didn’t know if they would be good enough. Well, I got

over that - and the songs just started to flow.” His diverse songwriting style blends elements of

country, blues, and folk with his songs having been praised as “well crafted,” and his live shows

are known for their “high energy” and for “connecting directly with the audience.”

In Atlanta, Erickson wrote and performed with local bands including Truth in Advertising,

DarkHorse, and The Remnants. After relocating to Washington, D.C., he joined forces with fellow

singer-songwriter Nick Peters to form the acoustic duo Medium Gauge. Over an eight-year

run,they combined original material with an eclectic mix of covers, building a loyal following in



the region.

Now splitting his time between Asheville, North Carolina, and Vero Beach, Florida, Erickson

continues to write, record, and perform with the same passion that sparked his musical journey.

In 2012, he released his debut album It’s About Time, produced by John Krause and recorded at

Cue Studios in Falls Church, Virginia. The album showcases Erickson’s storytelling abilities,

blending pop sensibilities with country, blues, and folk influences. From the rollicking title track

to the Caribbean-tinged “One Port Ahead of the Storm” and the soulful ballad “River”, the album

defies strict genre classification.

His 2016 follow-up, Music Tonight, produced by Jim Robeson at Bias Studios in

Springfield,Virginia, continued this Americana exploration with a diverse range of sounds and

vivid lyricalimagery. The album features country-leaning tracks like “Friends” and “No

Expectations”, upbeat numbers such as “Music Tonight” and “Midnight Potomac Ride”, and

poignant ballads like “Sing That Old Song” and “Wind Across the Jetty”.

Erickson’s third release, Moving On (2019), again produced by Jim Robeson, reflects a maturing

artistry and lyrical depth. Songs like the pop-driven title track and “Long Day Tonight” explore

themes of change and resilience, while “Low Country Girl” and “Sweet and Fine” reveal Erickson’s

Southern roots and playful embrace of swing and boogie-woogie. The album closes with a

haunting rendition of the traditional “Wayfaring Stranger”.

In 2024, Erickson released Crooked Road, a project deeply influenced by his exploration of

Appalachian music traditions. Reuniting with producer Jim Robeson at The Bar in Gaithersburg,

Maryland, this fourth album pays tribute to the region’s musical heritage. The title track honors

the 300-mile music heritage trail in Southwest Virginia, while originals like “Lay Me Down Beside

My Love” and folk standards such as “Fair and Tender Ladies” and “In the Sweet By and By”

weave together a rich Americana tapestry. From the uplifting “Perfect Day” and “Find a Light” to

the introspective “Flipside” and “We Don’t Love Us Anymore”, Crooked Road is a compelling

journey through sound, story, and place, featuring top-tier musicianship and a wide array of

acoustic instrumentation.

With each release, Steve Erickson continues to carve a distinct space in the Americana landscape

- one rooted in tradition, yet unafraid to explore new musical terrain.
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