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Historian warns climate denial is causing
'immense harm' as humanity nears a 'major
crunch point'

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM, October
22,2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
climate emergency will be INTERVIEWS
remembered as a “great turning point”
in human history, with denial and delay
now threatening to push the world
towards a “crunch point”, according to
the historian Professor Penelope J.
Corfield.
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Humanity is approaching a “major
crunch point” and leaders who
continue to obfuscate and deny the
dangers of climate change are “causing immense harm”, the historian Professor Penelope J.
Corfield has warned.

In an interview with The European, Corfield said the crisis would in retrospect be seen as “a great
turning point”, arguing that public urgency will peak “when the long term and the here and now...
collide and come together.”

She likened the stakes to past civilisational shocks and said the coming years would test whether
societies can act at scale before local consequences make delay impossible.

The historian, whose new book Time-Space examines how people inhabit time as a lived
continuum, said that while daily life traps us in immediacy, humans retain the capacity to plan
far beyond the present. “We do all live in the here and now... but humans as a species think
long,” she said. The climate emergency, she added, is “an extreme example of this”, demanding
decisions whose benefits lie decades ahead.

Corfield said she believed the crisis would compel societies to rediscover their capacity for
collective action, but warned that civic passivity carries moral costs. “Bad men and women
prosper because good men and women do nothing,” she said.


http://www.einpresswire.com

Speaking to Juliette Foster, Corfield also addressed the social effects of the digital revolution. She
expects its full impact to take years to assess and called for “proper regulation of the amount of
time kids spend on their phones and other social media when very young.” New technologies,
she argued, always bring disruption, and “society also has to find a way of coping with it.”

At the same time, she said digital tools can strengthen public understanding of the past. Re-
creations and interactive archives, when used carefully, can “spark imagination as well as mental
effort”, provided audiences keep a clear boundary between representation and fact.

Corfield also told The European that history offers a guide to endurance and recovery, warning
that societies must confront their pasts rather than “brush them under the carpet”.

Modern Germany, she said, had shown how national reckoning through leadership, education
and family discussion can rebuild trust, while reconciliation in divided communities often begins
with children who “suddenly realise they're not the demons they were told they are”.

She pointed to the rise of international institutions as proof that cooperation can prevail over
division. Law courts, treaties and thousands of non-governmental organisations, she said, have
created “a sort of global common citizenship”, from the Red Cross and Red Crescent to modern
humanitarian networks that bind states together.

Humans, she added, remain “a tricky species — intelligent, complex, capable of creating
problems as well as answers — but we do learn to act together, even if only at the last minute”.

Watch the full interview with Professor Penelope J. Corfield on The European’s YouTube channel
and the-european.eu. Her book, Time-Space: We Are All In It Together is out now.

Jonathan Edwards

CP Media Global Limited
email us here

Visit us on social media:
YouTube

X

Other

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/860414237

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://www.youtube.com/@TheEuropeanMag/videos
https://the-european.eu/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Time-Space-We-Are-All-Together/dp/1035871572
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5435232
https://www.youtube.com/@TheEuropeanMag
https://twitter.com/EuropeanMag/
https://open.spotify.com/show/2ujdgpj7kJkN2gU94khe7H?go=1&sp_cid=87909921dee6803f4c33f27c52afcdcf&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1&dlsi=2070c5a959fe4e31
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/860414237
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

