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Keeping Jewelry Beautiful: Safe Storage Tips
from Industry Experts

METAIRIE, LA, UNITED STATES, October
22,2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Jewelry
holds both monetary and sentimental
value, making proper storage essential
for maintaining its appearance and
longevity. From gold heirlooms to
sterling silver pieces, improper
handling can lead to tarnish, scratches,
or corrosion over time. In Louisiana’s
humid climate, the risk of damage
increases even further, making
awareness and care more critical than
ever.

According to Ken Bowers, owner of
KenWorks in Metairie, Louisiana, most
jewelry damage results not from
accidents, but from neglect in storage
and maintenance.

“Jewelry requires an environment as intentional as its design,” Bowers said. “Proper storage
preserves not only the material but the memory attached to each piece. It's about protecting
craftsmanship from the invisible elements that wear it down over time.”

Understanding the Enemies of Fine Jewelry

Several environmental factors contribute to the degradation of jewelry. Moisture, air pollutants,
and contact with household chemicals can cause metals to tarnish and gemstones to lose
brilliance. Humidity is one of the most significant threats, especially in coastal areas like South
Louisiana. When combined with oxygen, moisture accelerates oxidation—a chemical process
that dulls shine and darkens the surface of metals such as silver or copper.

Temperature fluctuations can also impact jewelry condition. Extreme heat or cold may cause
metals to expand or contract slightly, loosening prongs and settings. Likewise, direct sunlight can
fade certain gemstones, such as amethyst, opal, and turquoise, diminishing their color over
time.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://kenworks.jewelry
https://kenworks.jewelry

“ Choosing the Right Storage Environment

Proper storage preserves
not only the material but
the memory attached to
each piece. It's about
protecting craftsmanship
from the invisible elements
that wear it down over time”
Ken Bowers

Proper storage begins with environment control. Jewelry
should be kept in a cool, dry area, away from direct
sunlight and sources of heat. Humid closets, bathrooms, or
kitchen counters are unsuitable due to exposure to
moisture and airborne chemicals.

The ideal storage space maintains stable temperature and
low humidity. For those living in coastal climates, the

addition of silica gel packets or anti-tarnish strips inside storage containers can help absorb
excess moisture and slow the oxidation process.

Air exposure plays a major role in tarnish formation. Sealing individual pieces in airtight
containers or resealable plastic bags helps minimize oxygen contact. However, soft cloth or
velvet lining should always separate metals to prevent surface friction and scratching.

The Importance of Separation

Contact between metals can lead to abrasion, especially when mixed with gemstones or softer
materials. Diamonds, for example, can easily scratch gold or silver. To prevent this, each item
should be stored individually.

Jewelry boxes with divided compartments or trays are excellent options for everyday
organization. For long-term preservation, acid-free tissue or soft microfiber cloth can be used to
wrap each piece before placement in storage. Chain necklaces should be fastened and laid flat to
prevent tangling, while earrings should be paired together using small pouches or padded
inserts.

Materials Require Different Care

Not all jewelry materials age the same way. Gold is highly resistant to corrosion, but it can still
accumulate residue from oils and lotions. Silver, on the other hand, tarnishes quickly when
exposed to sulfur in the air. Platinum, though durable, may still develop fine surface scratches
known as patina, which can alter its finish.

Porous gemstones such as pearls, opals, and amber are particularly sensitive to moisture and
temperature. These stones can dry out or crack if stored in overly dry conditions. A small amount
of ambient humidity is beneficial, but excessive dampness remains harmful. Storing these items
separately from harder stones reduces risk of damage.



Bowers noted that understanding the unique properties of each material is essential. “Every
metal and stone responds differently to its surroundings,” he said. “Storage methods should
reflect that individuality.”

Avoiding Common Mistakes

Improper cleaning before storage is one of the leading causes of tarnish. Traces of sweat,
perfume, sunscreen, or soap residue create chemical reactions on metal surfaces. Each piece
should be gently wiped with a soft, lint-free cloth before being put away.

Another common mistake involves using decorative but unsuitable jewelry holders. Open-air
displays or hanging stands expose pieces to dust and humidity. While visually appealing, these
setups are best reserved for items worn frequently, not for long-term storage.

Plastic containers containing PVC (polyvinyl chloride) should also be avoided, as the chemical
compounds in certain plastics can degrade metal over time. Opt instead for archival-quality or
fabric-lined containers designed for jewelry preservation.

Travel and Temporary Storage

When transporting jewelry, additional precautions are necessary. Travel cases with padded
compartments provide shock protection and prevent entanglement. For air travel, keeping
valuables in a carry-on rather than checked luggage minimizes risk of loss or theft.

Before travel, removing excess moisture with a polishing cloth and packing each piece
individually helps ensure safe transport. Upon return, pieces should be inspected for damage or
loosening of settings before returning them to long-term storage.

The Role of Routine Maintenance

Storage alone cannot prevent every form of wear. Periodic inspection ensures clasps remain
functional, stones remain secure, and surfaces retain their luster. A professional jeweler can
clean and polish items safely without damaging delicate materials.

Establishing a maintenance routine—such as quarterly inspections or cleanings—helps identify
early signs of deterioration before they become irreversible. Routine upkeep, combined with
proper storage, extends the lifespan of fine jewelry for generations.

Preserving Value and Sentiment
Jewelry often carries emotional significance beyond its financial worth. Engagement rings, family

heirlooms, or gifts from loved ones embody personal histories. Protecting these items preserves
those stories. Storage practices that respect the craftsmanship and materials of each piece



ensure they remain symbols of connection and legacy, not reminders of neglect.

Proper care requires patience, awareness, and respect for the materials involved. Every
step—from cleaning and wrapping to organizing and inspecting—plays a role in safeguarding
both beauty and meaning.
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