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From Firsts to Fundamentals: How Robotic
Surgery Became a New Standard at KFSHRC

RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA, October 24,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- When King
Faisal Specialist Hospital and Research
Centre (KFSHRC) performed the world’s
first fully robotic liver and heart
transplants, they were more than
surgical breakthroughs. They were
proof that robotics had matured from
a technical aid into a defining force in
complex surgery. Today, that same
technology is no longer the exception,
it is becoming the norm inside
KFSHRC's operating rooms.

What began with pioneering procedures by Professors Dieter Broering and Feras Khaliel has
evolved into a system wide commitment to robotic precision. Major transplant patients who
once spent weeks recovering in intensive care now leave the hospital within days, their recovery
marked by smaller scars, fewer complications, and a return to normal life that was once
unimaginable.

KFSHRC's experience is part of a broader shift in how surgeons think about complexity. Robotics
is not replacing human skill but extending it, offering a level of stability, visibility, and accuracy
that hands alone cannot match. The approach has already enabled milestones such as the
Middle East’s first robotic abdominal lymph node dissection and the region’s first robot assisted
stereo electroencephalography to localize seizure foci for epilepsy surgery.

The results are pushing KFSHRC to embed robotics across all surgical disciplines. Robotic kidney
transplants, for instance, rose by more than 75 percent in 2024, reflecting growing confidence
among both patients and physicians. Behind the numbers is an institutional philosophy: that
every complex operation can be made safer through data, visualization, and human machine
collaboration.

Training plays a critical role in sustaining this transformation. Through simulation, mentorship,
and real time data integration, KFSHRC is preparing a generation of surgeons fluent in digital
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precision. The hospital’s robotic programs now attract international collaboration and visiting
fellows eager to learn from Saudi Arabia’s most advanced surgical systems.

For KFSHRC, robotics has become a bridge between innovation and routine. It demonstrates
how medicine can evolve without losing its human core—replacing long recovery and
uncertainty with control, foresight, and faster healing. As the Kingdom accelerates toward its
Vision 2030 goals, the story of robotic surgery at KFSHRC offers a glimpse of healthcare’s next
frontier, where technology amplifies expertise and every incision is guided by both science and
experience.

KFSHRC has been ranked first in the Middle East and North Africa and fifteenth globally among
the world's top 250 academic medical centers for 2025, and recognized by Brand Finance as the
region’s most valuable healthcare brand. It is also listed among Newsweek’s World's Best
Hospitals 2025, Best Smart Hospitals 2026, and Best Specialized Hospitals 2026, reaffirming its
leadership in innovation driven care.
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