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Pharmaceutical Ointments Base Market
Forecasts Strong Growth to USD 6.9 Billion by
2035 | FactMR Report

Pharmaceutical ointment bases market
grows with innovation in topical delivery,
sustainability, and diverse applications
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This growth trajectory reflects the

expanding role of ointment bases as a

critical component in modern

pharmaceutical and cosmetic formulations, where efficacy, safety, and user comfort are equally
prioritized.

Market Overview and Segmentation

The pharmaceutical ointments base market is classified by several key parameters that define its
performance characteristics and end-use applications. By base chemistry, the market includes
hydrocarbon, water-removable, absorption, and water-soluble types. Hydrocarbon bases
currently dominate, offering excellent occlusive properties and long-standing compatibility with
various active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs). However, the water-removable and water-
soluble segments are rapidly gaining traction due to growing demand for non-greasy, easily
washable formulations that enhance patient compliance and convenience. Absorption bases are
also becoming increasingly significant as they allow the incorporation of both aqueous and oily
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substances, supporting the development of more versatile topical therapies.

By source, ointment bases are derived from petrochemical, natural or organic, and synthetic
polymer origins. Petrochemical sources still account for the largest share of the market, given
their stability and cost-effectiveness. However, natural and organic alternatives are rising in
prominence as sustainability and environmental considerations gain strategic importance.
Synthetic polymers, with their customizable properties, are helping formulators achieve precise
control over drug release and skin absorption profiles.

The market's applications span dermatology, cosmetic and personal care, veterinary, and
ophthalmic segments. Among these, dermatology remains the largest and most dynamic
segment, representing more than half of total market demand. The increasing prevalence of
skin-related disorders such as eczema, psoriasis, and acne has created a sustained need for
improved topical drug delivery systems. Cosmetic and personal care formulations are also
driving innovation, with consumer preferences shifting toward high-quality, natural-feeling
ointments and creams. Meanwhile, veterinary applications continue to expand, particularly in
the treatment of skin infections and wounds in companion animals and livestock. Ophthalmic
applications, though smaller in scale, demand specialized formulations that provide stability,
sterility, and comfort for sensitive eye tissues.

From a customer standpoint, pharmaceutical manufacturers constitute the largest segment,
accounting for nearly 70% of total consumption. These manufacturers depend on high-quality
bases that meet stringent regulatory standards and maintain consistency across large-scale
production. Compounding pharmacies form another critical customer group, using ointment
bases to prepare customized formulations tailored to individual patient needs. Cosmetic
formulators also represent a growing customer base, integrating pharmaceutical-grade bases
into high-performance skincare and beauty products.

Geographically, North America and Europe remain dominant markets, underpinned by strong
research and development capabilities, robust regulatory frameworks, and mature healthcare
infrastructures. However, the Asia-Pacific region is rapidly emerging as a key growth hub.
Expanding pharmaceutical manufacturing capacities, improving healthcare access, and growing
consumer awareness of skincare and wellness products are fueling regional demand.

Recent Developments and Emerging Trends

The pharmaceutical ointments base market is witnessing several transformative developments
that are redefining product innovation and competitive strategies. One of the most notable
trends is the shift toward multifunctional and hybrid base systems. These advanced
formulations combine the roles of emollient, moisturizer, and active ingredient carrier, thereby
improving therapeutic efficacy and patient adherence. Manufacturers are also increasingly
developing hydrophilic and water-soluble bases to meet demand for cleaner, lighter
formulations with superior skin feel.



Another key development is the growing emphasis on sustainability. The move toward eco-
friendly raw materials, biodegradable excipients, and energy-efficient production processes
reflects both environmental responsibility and evolving consumer expectations. Companies are
also exploring bio-based ingredients derived from plant and natural oils, aligning with the
broader shift toward green chemistry in pharmaceutical and cosmetic industries.

Personalized medicine is another factor influencing the market. Customized ointment bases
designed for specific skin types, age groups, and therapeutic needs are gaining popularity. These
tailored formulations support targeted treatment approaches and help improve patient
outcomes. Meanwhile, the veterinary segment is emerging as a promising niche, with
formulations designed to withstand varying environmental conditions and maintain
effectiveness over longer periods.

Key Players and Competitive Landscape

The competitive landscape of the pharmaceutical ointments base market is moderately
consolidated, featuring around 20 major players worldwide. The top five companies account for
roughly one-third of global revenues. Prominent participants include BASF SE, Croda
International Plc, Evonik Industries AG, The Dow Chemical Company, Clariant AG, Lubrizol
Corporation, 101l Oleochemical Industries Berhad, AAK AB, Ashland Global Holdings, and Avantor,
Inc. These firms compete on multiple fronts such as innovation, formulation expertise,
regulatory compliance, and global distribution capabilities.

Competition in this market increasingly revolves around differentiation through technology and
sustainability. Companies offering advanced formulation support, faster regulatory
documentation, and high-quality technical assistance enjoy a competitive edge. Large
multinational players continue to leverage their economies of scale and R&D investments, while
smaller niche manufacturers are finding opportunities in specialized segments such as organic
ointment bases and custom formulations.
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Editor's Note

Fact.MR is a leading global market research and consulting firm, known for delivering actionable
insights across industries. Our study on the Pharmaceutical Ointments Base Market integrates
technology assessment, clinical trends, and regional insights to provide strategic intelligence for
healthcare stakeholders. As innovation accelerates in vascular access technologies, Fact.MR
continues to guide market participants in capturing opportunities and navigating challenges in
this rapidly advancing field.
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