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Citizenship by Donation Emerges as Smart
Alternative to Acquiring Second Nationality

For entrepreneurs, investors, and HNWIS
looking to secure a second passport,
citizenship by donation offers one of the
simplest and most convenient options.

MIAMI, FL, UNITED STATES, October 28,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- For

entrepreneurs, investors, and high-net- i /

worth individuals (HNWIs) who prize Al

global mobility, wealth preservation : /- N S

and security, "citizenship by donation"  For investors considering Caribbean citizenship by

has emerged as a smart alternative for ~ donation, the programs on offer provide an

acquiring a second nationality. opportunity to extend their benefits across
generations.
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While many citizenship by investment
(CBI) programs require real estate or

business ownership, donation-based citizenship programs tend to offer more straightforward
and convenient options by allowing eligible applicants to make a one-time, non-refundable
government-approved economic contribution in exchange for citizenship.

This clear, structured route to citizenship with no
“ requirement to maintain ongoing assets streamlines the
administrative process and often grants faster access to

Selecting the right C
new passports and privileges.

citizenship by donation
program is not simply
choosing the lowest
contribution amount or the
fastest approval timeline.”
Jean-Francois Harvey, Global
Managing Partner at HLG

HOW IT WORKS: SIMPLICITY & SPEED

Donation-based economic citizenship programs focus on
supporting national growth by allowing qualified
applicants to obtain citizenship through a direct, non-
refundable contribution to a national development or

sustainability fund.

The absence of ongoing investment or asset liquidation commitments provides certainty and
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speed - a desired combination for investors looking to minimize red tape and maximize
efficiency.

A hallmark multi-layered due diligence process ensures only qualified applicants are admitted
while the programs maintain their strong reputation for integrity and compliance. Government-
approved independent background checks are mandatory, in accordance with international
standards on anti-money laundering and counterterrorism financing.

Applicants must provide comprehensive documentation - including proof of source of funds,
certified financial statements, police clearances, and verified identification documents from
every country of residence and citizenship.

After undergoing rigorous background checks and fulfilling due diligence requirements,
successful candidates secure full citizenship rights, including a new passport and the ability to
travel visa-free to many countries.

Beside the attractive travel upgrade, second citizenship through donation is also a strategic tool
of global wealth management, tax planning, and legacy preservation. For high-net-worth
families, with a second passport comes the flexibility to diversify their assets, improve their
access to world-class healthcare and education, and navigate geopolitical or economic
uncertainties.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PROGRAM

When deciding which country offers the best program for their needs, applicants should
understand the financial commitment required for citizenship by donation, as each citizenship
by donation program operates under its own set of rules and requirements.

Applicants are generally required to make a non-refundable contribution, though the exact
amount and process differ from one country to another. Additional program costs include due
diligence, government processing, and legal advisory fees. If applicants plan to include their
families, different programs may include optional or mandatory contributions for family
members.

Proper financial and legal planning is highly recommended, not only to stay fully compliant but
also to confirm that the contribution and program in general is in line with the investors overall
investment migration strategy.

"Selecting the right citizenship by donation program is not simply choosing the lowest
contribution amount or the fastest approval timeline," Jean-Francois Harvey, global managing

partner at Harvey Law Group, said.

"For high-net-worth individuals, the most suitable economic citizenship program depends on



factors such as availability for dependents, travel needs, business interests, risk exposure, and
long-term wealth planning," Harvey added.

THE CARIBBEAN

Key jurisdictions, mostly in the Caribbean, have been the flagbearers of donation-based
programs. Countries like St. Kitts & Nevis, Dominica, Grenada, Antigua & Barbuda, and Saint
Lucia offer a range of well-established options. These schemes require contributions starting
from USD 200,000 for single person applications, with additional costs for family members.

Most Caribbean citizenship by investment programs have no residency obligations and offer
significant tax advantages including zero personal income tax, making them ideal for global
mobility, wealth protection, and family inclusion across multiple generations.

Although these Caribbean citizenship programs offer a similar pool of benefits, such as the
fastest route to a second nationality with expedited processing times of 3-6 months and visa-free
access to more than 140 countries (including the Schengen area), they also differ in several
important aspects that should be considered. For high net worth individuals and their families,
understanding these differences is a key consideration when making an informed decision.

EUROPE

While the Caribbean is renowned for citizenship-by-donation programs, European countries
offer residence-by-investment programs with no guarantee of citizenship. This means investors
are first granted residency rights, with the opportunity to apply for citizenship later after meeting
specific residence and integration requirements.

While residency in Europe doesn't grant automatic citizenship, it does come with substantial
benefits, including access to Europe’s stable economies, high standard of living, and the freedom
to reside and travel throughout the Schengen Area. For investors who maintain their residency
and fulfil the host country’s naturalisation criteria, these programs can ultimately lead to full
European citizenship.

ABOUT HARVEY LAW GROUP

Founded in 1992, Harvey Law Group (HLG) is a premier multinational law firm specializing in
immigration and business law. With over 20 offices globally and more than three decades of
experience in investment-based nationality and residence by investment planning, HLG is
dedicated to assisting individual and family clients in obtaining citizenship through economic
contribution and help identify the program and location that best suits their alternative
citizenship needs and legacy planning strategies.

For more information, visit https://harveylawcorporation.com
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